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GRIDLOCK  AT  BBI  JORDAN’S  ‘WAR  ON 
ENDANGERS  LIVES  CRIME’ LACKS  LUSTER 


OFFICIALS  MISS  MARK  IN  THE  MISSION 


INSPECTORS,  TENANTS  AND  OWNERS 
CONDEMN  CURRENT  CODE  SYSTEM 


by  Robin  Snyderman 

On  March  17th,  thanks  to  Supervisor 
Kaufman,  the  Government  Efficiency  Com- 
mittee (Supervisors  Hallinan,  Kaufman  and 
Bierman)  heard  hours  of  public  testimony  by 
angry  individuals  well  versed  in  the 
inefficiencies  and  ineffectiveness  of  the 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  (BBI). 

• The  Supervisors'  Chambers  overflowed 


Since  I have  focused  so  much  on  what  is 
wrong  with  San  Francisco’s  political, 
economic,  criminal  justice  systems  etc.  in  the 
past  nine  years  with  the  New  (previously 
North)  Mission  News,  it  would  be  tempting 
to  count  myself  among  the  many  who  have 
given  up  and  are  emigrating  in  disgust  over 
the  City’s  seemingly  bottomless  decline. 

But  it  would  also  be  false.  Family  obliga- 
tions compel  me  to  move  to  another  state 
and  I will  actually  regret  being  unable  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  explanation  and  shaping  of 
policies  that  will  affect  the  City  and  the  Mis- 


with  residents  of  dilapidated  buildings  and 
tenant  advocates.  The  portrayals  of  unsani- 
tary and  dangerous  conditions  were  powerful, 
gruesome,  heart-wrenching  and  infuriating. 
But  perhaps  this  was  expected. 

Less  anticipated  were  the  adamant  reports 
by  those  supporting  these  individuals; 
representatives  of  BBI's  Inspectors'  Union, 
responsible  property  owners  (for  profit  and 
continued  on  page  4 


sion  District  over  the  coming  months. 

Instead,  I leave  behind  these  few  observa- 
tions and  more  or  less  modest  proposals  to 
be  considered  (maybe  even  acted  upon!)  by 
readers  of  the  News  whose  anger  at  the  sorry 
state  of  our  alleged  leadership  has  not  yet  en- 
tirely soured  into  despair. 

Three  upcoming  struggles  illustrate  the 
coming  conflicts  that  will  not  Ije  so  much 
ideological  as  generational.  The  people  and 
ideas  that  shaped  the  60s,  70s  and  80s  in  their 
roles  as  the  political,  economic  and  cultural 
continued  on  page  7 


by  Gary  Byrd 

^^ayor  Frank  Jordan  declared  a “War 
on  Crime”  March  25th,  calling  for  a 
concerted  community  effort  and  a slight  re- 
shuffling of  police  patrolling  to  fight  crime. 
And  Supervisors  actions  did  little  to  quell 
violence  in  the  Mission,  while  community- 
based  street  patrols  grew  in  size  and  number. 

The  Police  Department  will  be  forced  to 
Fight  Jordan’s  war  without  additional  officers 
since  the  City’s  budget  is  running  in  the  red. 

“Public  safety  is  my  number  one  priority 
as  mayor,”  said  Jordan  announcing  his  crime 
package. 

The  bulk  of  Jordan’s  plan  is  laid  out  in  a 
28-page  document,  called  “Take  Back  Our 
City  - Together  For  Safe  Neighborhoods," 
which  is  heavy  on  neighborhood  involvement 
and  light  on  police  presence. 

Jordan  encouraged  neighborhood 
organizations,  businesses,  service  providers, 
citizens,  the  police  and  churches  to  work  in  a 
coordinated  effort  to  reduce  the  rapidly 
growing  crime  rate. 

The  Mayor  pointed  to  the  Midnite 
Basketball  program  as  an  example  of  a 
coordinated  effort  that  keeps  youth  off  the 
street  and  away  from  drugs  while  being 
funded  by  existing  moneys.  The  Children's 
Fund  - that  has  a guaranteed  $3.86  million  in 
fiscal  ’94  - can  be  used  to  launch  other  such 
projects,  Jordan  said. 

But  just  how  far  neighborhoods  are 
expected  to  go  to  keep  their  streets  safe 
remains  unclear.  Jordan  wants  “vigilance  not 
vigilantes.” 

Street  patrols  can  be  utilized  as 
information  gatherers,  for  example,  writing 
down  license  plates  of  suspected  drug  dealers 


and  similar  activities,  but  Jordan  was  hesitant 
to  fully  endorse  the  neighborhood  patrols 
fearing  for  their  safety. 

The  Mayor  called  for  monthly  meetings 
where  representatives  from  the  Task  Force  on 
the  Mission  and  individuals  from  various 
community-based  crime  fighting  groups,  one 
such  group  is  the  Guardian  Angels,  will 
hammer  out  solutions  to  the  complex  crime 
problems  facing  the  City. 

The  Guardian  Angels,  however,  have  not 
yet  been  informed  that  they  have  any  part  in 
the  Mayor’s  plan,  although  they  are  listed  as 
participants  in  the  Crime  Prevention 
Advisory  Body. 

“We  have  not  been  contacted  by  the 
Mayor’s  office,”  said  Christopher  Ford,  head 
of  the  Guardian  Angels  in  San  Francisco. 
“But  I’m  very  excited  about  accelerating  the 
idea  of  street  patrols.” 

Although  the  Mayor’s  crime  package  is 
padded  with  “changes,"  such  as  “using  the 
County  jail  system  to  incarcerate  arrested 
persons,"  there  will  be  actual  stepped-up 
patrolling  efforts  in  the  Mission. 

The  Police  Department  will  put  plain- 
clothes officers  into  uniforms  and  an 
emphasis  will  be  placed  on  foot  patrolling. 

Two  nights  a week  officers  will  patrol 
crime-plagued  areas,  such  as  the  Mission,  on 
foot  in  hopes  that  it  will  be  a visual  detenent 
to  crime.  Their  attention  will  be  turned  to 
drug  dealing,  prostitution  and  nuisance  law 
violations. 

Identifying  crack  houses,  hotels  and  small 
businesses  as  possible  code  violators  are 
additional  duties  of  the  foot  patrols. 

Overtime  hours  accumulated  because  of 
the  increased  foot  patrols  will  come  from  the 
continued  on  page  6 
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HARRINGTON  BROS. 

Furnishings  & Moving 

599  VALENCIA  (at  1 7th) 
861-7300 


WE  BUY  & SELL 
OLD  & LIKE  NEW  & ANTIQUE 

EVERYTHING  FOR  HOME 
AND  OFFICE 


WE  MOVE  ALL  HOME 
AND  OFFICE  FURNITURE 
AND  EQUIPMENT 
MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 


WE  BUY  FURNITURE 
SEE  OUR  ANTIQUE  SECTION 
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1744  HAIGHT  ST.  : 1-415-752-5610 
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CINCO  DE  MAYO  ’93 

EDUCATION  IS  THE  THEME  OF  THIS  YEAR’S  CELEBRATION 


Charanda  Band:  One  of  the  Cinco  de  Mayo  Headliners 


TT he  27th  annual  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
Cinco  de  Mayo  festival,  May  1st  and  2nd, 
promises  to  be  bigger  and  better  than  ever 
with  an  estimated  200,000  people  expected 
to  attend  Northern  California's  largest 
celebration  of  Mexican  culture.  Hosted  by 
the  Mission  Economic  and  Cultural  Associa- 
tion (MF.CA),  this  year's  festivities  include 
the  traditional/spectacular  Parade,  Festival, 
Razathon  and  Coronation  Ball,  and  the  1993 
theme  behind  them  all  is  Education. 

Preceding  the  weekend  events,  and 
starling  off  the  fun,  is  the  Coronation  Ball 
which  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  April  25th  from 
2pm-6pm  at  SF’s  Fashion  Center  (699 
Eighth  St).  This  family  oriented  event  fea- 
tures the  crowning  of  the  Cinco  de  Mayo 
Royal  Court  (King  and  Queen  children, 
youth,  and  seniors  will  be  selected-contact 
Debra  Castro  at  864-3324  for  entry  informa- 
tion) which  will  reign  over  the  Coronation 
and  preside  over  the  Cinco  de  Mayo  Parade. 
Education  awards  and  scholarships  will  be 
presented.  Bill  Rojas,  superintendent  of  SF 
Public  Schools  will  be  the  keynote  speaker, 
Marcos  Gutierrez  will  serve  as  Master  of 
Ceremonies,  and  entertainment  will  be 
provided  by  Los  Campos,  the  Rosa  Montoya 
Ballet  Flamenco  and  more.  General  admis- 
sion to  this  event  is  $15  for  adults,  $10  for 
seniors,  and  $5  for  children  12  and  under. 
Advance  tickets  are  available  (and  recom- 
mended) through  MECA  (826-1401). 

The  Cinco  de  Mayo  Razathon:  Healthy 
High  Five  Run  and  Skate  ("Salud  Es 
Poder/Health  Is  Power"),  in  collaboration 
with  the  Hispanic  Community  Fund- 
"Hispanic  Community  Self-Help  Initiative", 
takes  place  Saturday,  May  1st  at  Lake 
Merced,  SF.  Registration  time  is  8am  in  the 
parking  area,  Lake  Merced  Blvd.  at  Sunset 
Blvd.,  and  the  5 mile  race  begins  at  9am.  Par- 
ticipants compete  in  one  of  five  categories; 
walking,  running,  rollerblading,  skateboard- 
ing or  corporate  team  involvement.  The 
entrv  fee  is  $10  in  advance  and  $15  the  day 
of  the  race.  Entry  fee  includes  a com- 


memorative tee-shirt,  free  admission  to  the 
two  day  Cinco  de  Mayo  Festival  at  Civic 
Center  Plaza  plus  a chance  to  win  two  round- 
trip  Continental  Airline  tickets  to  Mexico 
(participants  are  automatically  entered  in  a 
sweepstakes  drawing),  and  many  other  excit- 
ing prizes.  For  more  information  about  the 
Razathon  call  826-1401. 

The  Cinco  de  Mayo  Festival  itself  will  be 
held  on  Saturday  May  1st  and  Sunday  May 
2nd  at  the  Civic  Center  Plaza,  offering  a 
colorful  world  of  entertainment  options  from 
1 lam  to  7pm.  There  will  be  non-stop  stage 
entertainment,  authentic  Latin  American 
foods,  arts  and  crafts,  rides  for  kids,  and  three 
popular  pavilions  in  which  to  carouse. 

The  Sports  Pavilion  will  wow  sports  fans 
and  fanatics.  It  features  rows  of  booths  for 


buying,  selling,  and/or  trading  baseball  cards, 
autographed  caps,  bats,  balls,  and  other 
sports  memorabilia.  Plus,  Ronnie  Lott  and 
other  sports  figures  will  be  on  hand  to  sign 
autographs. 

The  Health  Pavilion  will  be  on  festival 
grounds  again  this  year,  dispensing  essential 
information  on  basic  health  care  services. 
Because  the  Latino  community  is  in  dire 
need  of  low-cost,  available  basic  health  care 
services,  MECA  will  be  providing  a number 
of  booths  where  information  on  substance 
abuse  programs,  access  to  free  or  low-cost 
health  services,  and  free  mammograms  can 
be  had.  In  addition,  there  will  be  CPR 
demonstrations,  and  physical  fitness 
demonstrations  (provided  by  Navarro’s  Fit- 
ness Center)  in  aerobics,  karate,  and  weight 


lifting.  Slop  in  and  check  out  your  health. 
Maybe  learn  something  new  about  yourself. 

And  on  to  the  Education  Pavilion.. .."We 
selected  ’Education’  as  our  theme  for  the 
1993  Cinco  de  Mayo  celebration  in  order  to 
stress  the  importance  of  education  forl^itmo 
youth,. ..By  focusing  on  education  and  featur- 
ing the  Education  Pavilion,  we  hope  to  reach 
150,000  Latino  students  and  parents  with  a 
strong  united  community  message  about 
education."  (Roberto  Hernandez,  President 
of  the  Mission  Economic  and  Cultural  As- 
sociation) 

Step  inside....  MECA  is  working  to  make 
all  educational  opportunities  known  to  the 
Latino  community.  Booths  inside  this 
pavilion  will  offer  families  and  youth  valuable 
information  regarding  available  services. 
Representatives  from  schools,  colleges, 
universities,  businesses  and  foundations  will 
be  answering  questions.  Counselors  will  be 
available  for  one  on  one  job  and  educational 
opportunity  discussions.  There  will  be  high 
tech  displays,  computer  demonstrations,  and 
plenty  of  information  on  colleges,  career 
choices,  GED,  ESL,  and  more. 

"Banda"  (a  brassy  exuberance),  salsa, 
tex-mex,  and  rap  arc  set  for  center  stage. 
Saturday  headliners  include  the  Charanda 
Band,  Ram  Herrera  & The  Outlaws,  Tepic 
Musical,  Los  Rehenes,  Adalberto,  Los 
Ilustres  and  Brisa  86.  Then,  come  Sunday, 
Latin  rappers  Lighter  Shade  of  Brown  show 
their  stuff  along  with  Paper  Boy,  La  India 
("hot  and  sexy"  salsa),  and  Marc  Anthony. 
Put  on  your  dancing  shoes.... 

Finally,  and  for  all  to  enjoy,  is  the  Cinco 
de  Mayo  Parade.  It’s  scheduled  to  start  at 
11am  on  Sunday,  May  2nd  at  24th  and 
Bryant.  The  fabulous  floats,  wild  dancers, 
marching  bands  y mucho  mas,  mas,  mas  will 
make  their  way  down  to  Mission  St.  and  on 
to  the  awaiting  Civic  Center  Festival.  Don’t 
miss  it. 

Kathleen  Burns 


LEATHER  DESIGNER 


REPAIRS  AND  ALTERATIONS 
CUSTOM  TAILORING  TO  FIT  YOU 

VESTS  • JACKETS  • PANTS  • SKIRTS  and  much  mort 

Professional,  Reliable  and  Quality  Service 
for  MEN  and  WOMEN 


Servicio  Completo  de  Reparacidn  de  Zapatos 
Complete  Shoe  Repair  Service 

• Zipper  Repair  - Reparation  de  Zipperes 

• Hand  Bags  - Bolsas  de  Mano 

• Small  Pouches  - Valijines 

• Shoe  Soles  - Suelas  de  Zapatos 

• Heels  - Tacones 

• Color  Change  - Cambios  de  Color 

• Cowboy  Boots  - Botas  Vaqueras 

Professional,  quality,  reliabje  service, 

Best  prices  in  the  Mission. 

• 

Servicio  Profesional,  confiable  y de 
calidad  con  los  mejores  precios  de  la  Misidn. 


3128  - 16TH  STREET  • SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

Gus  Campos  - General  Manager 


JACKET  SALE 


864-7712 
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BBI  GRIDLOCK  continued 

non-profit  alike),  and  legal  experts  on  the 
housing  code. 

Recognizing  the  connection  between  Code 
Enforcement  and  Community  Development, 
Supervisor  Kaufman  herself  spoke  of  the 
1500  units  of  low-income  housing  wasting 
away  in  the  Mission's  44  Single  Resident 
Occupancy  (SRO)  Hotels.  While  it  is 
estimated  that  the  number  of  these  units  is 
comparable  to  that  of  homeless  people 
annually  "based"  in  the  Mission,  she  noted 
that  the  vacancy  rates  in  these  mismanaged 
SROs  are  painfully  high.  People  are  often 
safer  in  the  streets. 

The  hearings  culminated  with  Supervisor 
Kaufman  proposing  numerous  legislative 
changes:  Increase  BBI  staff.  Improve  inter- 
departmental coordination.  Intelligent  city- 
wide inspection  strategies. 

Still,  many  left  the  chambers  less  than 
optimistic.  It  is  said  that  where  there's  a will 
there's  a way,  but  what  is  the  vision? 

COALITION  FOR  CODE  ENFORCEMENT 
ENTERS  DIALOGUE  WITH  BUREAU  OF 
BUILDING  INSPECTION 

Five  days  prior  to  the  hearing,  Coalition 
of  Code  Enforcement  (CCE)  members  held 
their  second  meeting  with  BBI  executives.  In 
response  to  CCE-initiated  public  protests, 
press  conferences  and  plenty  of 
correspondence,  it  appeared  as  though 
change  was  actually  on  the  horizon. 
Presented  was  a list  of  the  26  bleak  hotels  to 
which  the  Department  of  Social  Services 
refers  welfare  recipients  and  pays  rent 
accordingly. 

Since  their  first  meeting  (which  followed 
an  angry  CCE-organized  protest  at  City 
Hall),  inspectors  had  indeed  walked  through 
7 such  hotels. 

But  as  the  meeting  unfolded,  CCE  mem- 
bers recognized  that  this  impression  of 
progress  was  only  an  illusion. 

We  all  know  that  where  there's  a will 
there's  a way  ...  but  when  vision  is  lacking. 


from  page  1 

that  way  is  dark  and  murky. 

Attending  this  CCE  meeting  were 
residents  of  mismanaged  buildings, 
representatives  of  St  Peters  Housing 
Committee,  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic,  the 
Tenants  Union,  Old  St  Mary's,  the  Coalition 
on  Low  Income  Housing,  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation,  BBI's 
Superintendent,  the  Department  of  Public 
Works'  Deputy  Director,  and  2 Senior 
Housing  Inspectors.  The  cumulative  years  of 
City  service  for  these  last  4 individuals 
totaled  about  five  decades. 

When  asked  how  BBI  failed  to  site  a 
particularly  notorious  landlord  for  rodent 
and/or  cockroach  infestation,  a senior 
housing  inspector  admitted  that  "in  all  my 
years  in  this  job,  I've  only  seen  one  rodent . . 
. and  few  cockroaches  . . . They're  nocturnal 
creatures,  so  it's  difficult  to  find  them." 

One  advocate  asked  whether  inspectors 
could  work  evenings.  No,  was  the  reply,  but 
earlier  that  week,  one  tenant  advocate  did 
teach  this  inspector  how  to  recognize 
cockroach  traces.  Earlier  that  week.  Another 
advocate  questioned  whether  the  inspectors 
ever  utilize  the  spray  used  by  exterminators 
to  attract,  and  thus  detect,  cockroaches? 
Never  heard  of  it,  was  the  reply.  In  all  these 
years.  What  is  the  vision? 

"THE  VISION  THING" 

"I'm  afraid  the  unspoken  belief  is  that  it's 
impossible  to  run  these  buildings  well;  that 
low-income  people  just  can't  be  responsible 
tenants,"  says  Daniel  Hernandez,  Director  of 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
(MHDC). 

"The  experience  of  many  in  the  non-profit 
community  is  that  this  notion  is  outrageous 
and  false.  For  example,  MHDC  owns  two 
SRO  hotels  which  serve  as  permanent 
housing  communities  for  formerly  homeless 
and  low-income  and  adults.  We  see  that 
when  property  owners  maintain  their 
buildings  and  encourage  tenant  participation 


CHICK’N  COOP 
Restaurant 


3036  - 16th  Street  (Betwn.  Mission  & Valencia) 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK  10:30  AM  - 8:30  PM 
Free  Delivery  Hours  • 1:00  am  - 8:00  pm 
864-1748 

minimum  order  $10.00 

Chicken  • Ribs  • Beef 
Turkey  • Ham  • Spaghetti 
LUNCH  • DINNER 
Sandwiches  • Desserts 


All  the  Pleasures  of  Family  Dining! 
Coming  in  April 

RIB  EYE  STEAK  • SALMON  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

Submarine  Steak  Sandwich  & Fries 


in  all  aspects  of  the  buildings'  life  (form  rules 
to  resources),  these  communities  become 
vibrant  places  where  people  feel  stable,  and 
at  home." 

Economically  speaking,  Randy  Shaw  of 
the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  believes 
there's  no  excuse  for  SRO  hotel  owners  to 
neglect  repairs.  Based  on  rents  throughout 
the  City,  Shaw  calculates  that  they  actually 
get  more  per  square  foot  that  landlords  in 
Pacific  Heights.  A 10'  by  10'  SRO  room  rents 
for  about  $260.  If  the  owner  of  a 500  square 
foot  studio  were  to  use  this  equation,  she  or 
he  could  charge  $1300! 

When  asked  to  respond  to  the  notion  that 
increased  code  enforcement  might  displace 
and/or  out  price  tenants,  Shaw  laughed.  "You 
don't  need  to  move  tenants  to  provide  pest 
control,  repair  radiators  or  install  sprinklers 
and  smoke  detectors.  You  don't  even  need  a 
permit.  Landlords  are  obligated  to  keep  their 
buildings  up  to  code.  The  City  is  mandated  to 
make  sure  they  do  so." 

Ten  years  ago,  in  the  56  square  blocks 
comprising  Los  Angles'  Skid  Row,  58 
residential  hotels  sat  comfortably  dilapidated, 
owners  reaping  huge  profits  off  the  buildings 
they  didn't  maintain  ...  the  vulnerable 
populations  they  exploited. 

Today,  28  of  those  buildings  have  been 
purchased  and  renovated  by  private  non- 
profit development  corporations.  Thousands 
of  formerly  homeless  people  pay  low  rents  to 
dwell  in  comfort,  and  experience  a 
revitalization  effort  that  is  based  on  resident 
involvement. 

What  sort  of  vision  and/or  municipal 
environment  made  this  possible?  Andy 
Raubeson,  director  of  one  of  the  L.A.  non- 
profits described  above,  inadvertently 
answered  this  question  when  recalling 
conversations  with  Los  Angeles  City 
Attorney,  and  Chair  of  their  "Slum  Lord  Task 
Force." 

"Knowing  my  level  of  concern  and 
experience,  she  called  me  up  to  discuss  the 
excuses  these  slumlords  were  giving  her 
when  she  came  down  on  them  for  neglecting 
their  buildings  . . . She  wanted  a reality  check 


...  to  envision  the  possibilities." 

Is  San  Francisco's  municipal  environment 
conducive  to  such  progressive  dialogue  and 
community  development?  Nelli  Palma  of  St 
Peters  Housing  believes  that  the  contrary  is 
true:  "The  City  sanctions  slumlords,  and  has 
created  fertile  ground  for  slums  to  flourish  in 
the  Mission." 

While  code  enforcement  staff  in  L.A.  are 
phoning  concerned  housing  and  service 
providers  for  input,  San  Francisco  activists 
such  as  Palma  have  to  sponsor  press 
conferences  or  marches  to  City  Hall  just  to 
abate  a handful  of  code  violations. 

Randy  Shaw  has  another  explanation  for 
the  woes  of  BBI.  "This  is  what  happens  when 
a City  Agency  has  no  citizens  commission." 
He  argues  that  the  bureaucracy  could  never 
have  grown  so  ineffective  if  concerned  San 
Francisco  residents  had  been  involved. 

Fifteen  people  died  in  a Chicago  SRO  fire 
on  March  16th.  Building  codes  are 
consequently  being  revised.  Will  San 
Franciscans  prevent  such  a tragedy?  BBI  can 
wait  no  longer  to  increase  its  efforts,  and 
hone  its  vision. 

One  survivor  of  a run-down  SRO  who 
moved  on  to  live  in  a non-profit  housing 
community  summed  it  up  for  the  Supervisors 
most  succinctly.  "If  you  have  and  doubt 
whether  buildings  for  low-income  people  can 
be  managed  well  . . . Don’t!  I know.  I'm  an 
expert." 

★★★★★★★★★★★ 

Neither  public  housing,  slum  clearance 
nor  neighborhood  rehabilitation,  even  w hen 
done  along  more  human  lines  than  those  now 
in  evidence  in  urban  renewal  areas,  will  suf- 
fice by  themselves  to  overcome  the  internal 
disorders  of  the  dty.  Those  disorders  are 
SYMPTOMS  OF  A WIDER  MORAL 
BREAKDOWN  IN  OUR  WHOLE 
CIVILIZATION. 

LEWIS  MUMFORD 


CCub  9vtali6u 

3395  Mission  St.,  San  Francisco,  California  • (415)821-7395 


PROUDLY  PRESENTS 

Sa[sa9\[igltt 

EVERY  WEDNESDAY 

SALSA  CLASSES  • WEEKLY  CONTEST 

Win  a trip  to  Puerto  Vallarta 
or  Guadalajara 

Dancing  with  the  CONJUNTO  CANI 


THURSDAY:  Rosario's  Ballet  Show 

$1000  Grand  Prize  Contest 
Dancing  with  the  Bobby  Lechuga  Orchestra 

FRIDAY,  SATURDAY  & FRIDAY 

Dancing  with  The  Bobby  Lechuga  Orchestra 
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WHEN  SYSTEMS  FAIL 

March  17,  1993,  the  Mission  District’s 
history  with  arson  fires  resumed.  The  El 
Capitan,  a single  room  occupancy  (SRO)  hotel 
located  at  2361  Mission  Street  was  set  ablaze. 

Of  the  85?  rooms,  an  estimated  56  were  oc- 
cupied when  fire  broke  out  around  9 pm.  Two 
persons  perished  and  five  were  injured.  All  but 
14  people  were  allowed  to  return  to  their  rooms. 

The  police  arrested  63  year  old  Mary  A. 
Curtis,  alleging  two  counts  of  murder  and  one 
count  of  arson. 

Ms.  Curtis  has  a history  of  being  a fire  bug. 
She  moved  to  the  Mission  sometime  in 
February  after  being  placed  on  a three  year 
probation  the  previous  month.  The  probation 
stemmed  from  a September  12, 1992  fire  she  al- 
legedly setat  the  Jefferson  Hotel  (440  Eddy  St.). 

At  the  time  Ms.  Curtis  set  the  Jefferson 
Hotel  on  fire,  she  was  also  on  probation.  The 
previous  probation  resulted  from  a June  13, 
1992  incident  when  she  set  fire  to  the  carpeting 
in  her  room  at  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Hotel  (140 
Jones  St.). 

Between  June  and  September  charges 
were  dropped  in  a third  incident. 

It  doesn’t  take  a rocket  scientist  to  know 
that  something  is  very  wrong  with  the  system. 

I’m  only  an  armchair  observer  when  it 
comes  to  the  justice  and  mental  health  care  sys- 
tems, so  all  I can  do  is  ask  a lot  of  questions  and 
urge  you  to  do  the  same. 

The  Probation  Department  did  suggest  to 
the  superior  court  that  Ms.  Curtis  be  denied 


probation  after  the  Jefferson  Hotel  fire.  In  fact, 
the  department  said  that  Ms.  Curtis  should  be 
referred  to  a state  prison  medical  facility  for 
psychiatric  evaluation.  Felony  arson  carries  a 
possible  penalty  of  4 years  in  state  prison. 

So  what  happened?  Apparently  there  was 
a plea  between  Ms.  Curtis  and  the  District 
Attorney’s  office.  And,  there  is  some  unwritten 
policy  that,  if  the  DAstrikes  a deal,  then  the  DA 
and  the  defense  set  the  rules,  regardless  of  the 
Probation  Department’s  report. 

I’m  not  sure  which  part  of  this  story  is  most 
demoralizing... 

Is  it  being  the  probation  officer,  knowing 
that  something  may  happen,  and  having  no 
authority  to  prevent  it?  or 

Is  it  the  mental  health  workers,  with  whom 
Ms.  Curtis  came  into  contact,  who  could  not 
offer  any  more  assistance  because  of  the  lack  of 
money?  or 

Is  it  the  long  term  residents  of  the  El 
Capitan  (some  more  than  15  years)  who,  I can 
only  assume,  are  low-income  and,  given  the 
lack  of  amenities  at  most  SRO's,  lonely  and  iso- 
lated? or  Is  it  being  Ms.  Curtis,  an  admitted  user 
of  alcohol  with  prescription  drugs,  who  despite 
asking  for  help,  obviously,  never  got  the  help 
she  needed? 

Where  is  the  humanity  about  building 
codes?  The  El  Capitan  was  reportedly  exempt 
from  upgrading  to  a sprinkler  system,  since  it 
predated  the  code.  Could  two  lives  have  been 
saved,  if  the  owner  had  installed  sprinklers? 
Should  a building  owner  be  indefinitely 
privileged  from  safeguarding  the  lives  of  their 
residents? 

And  how  about  us?  Working  hard 


everyday  to  pay  the  rent  and  keep  some  food  in 
our  bellies,  striving  for  a better  quality  of  life, 
while  the  politicians  point  fingers  at  each  other 
about  who  is  to  blame  for  the  lack  of  social  ser- 
vices, social  workers  with  hundred  person 
caseloads,  and  the  lack  of  appropriate  facilities? 

We  are  all  responsible  for  the  plight  of  Ms. 
Curtis,  because  we  have  the  privilege  of  voting 
and  voicing  humanitarian  concerns. 

Our  President  seems  to  understand  this 
fight  for  humanity.  The  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD)  will 
soon  be  releasing  $100  million  dollars  nation- 
wide to  provide  supportive  services  where 
people  live,  in  their  homes.  The  catch  is  that  the 
City  will  have  to  provide  some  matching  funds. 
Let's  hope  that  Mayor  Jordan  will  heed  the  call 
of  Ms.  Curtis  and  her  neighbors. 


The  community  is  invited  to  the  grand 
opening  of  Centro  Del  Pueblo  at  474  Valencia 
vStrect  on  April  6th  at  10:30  am. 

The  celebration  is  part  of  National  Com- 
munity Development  Week,  which  celebrates 
the  accomplishments  of  the  Community 
Development  Block  Grant  program. 

The  Mayor  Jordan’s  Task  Force  on  the 
Mission  moved  to  set  up  five  committees,  in- 
cluding: Community  Empowerment;  Economic 
Development  and  Employment;  Health  Ser- 
vices; Public  Safety,  and;  Youth,  Education  and 
Recreation. 

No  word  yet  on  how  the  community  will 
interact  with  the  committees  or  when  the  next 
MTFM  meeting  will  be  held. 


The 

ADOBE 

Anthology 

No  themes,  just  quality . 

A national  literary  anthology  based  in  San  Francisco. 
Publishing  party  April  16  at  The  Adobe  Bookshop, 
3166  16th  Street.  Call  864-3936  for  details. 


OPEN  365  DAYS  A YEAR 

2389  MISSION  St.  full  bar 

647-3090 

PARKING  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  REAR 

HORS  D’OEUVRES  IN  THE  BAR  5PM  - 7PM 


As  tybur  Server 
About  Our  Speciaf 
Wines  by  the  (jfass 


BRUNO'S 

RESTAURANT 

ITALIAN  AMERICAN  CUISINE 

Over  Half  a Century  of  Tradition  in  The  Mission 


Great  Food  Sensibly  Priced 
Exhibition  Cooking 
Parking  Available 
Banquets  for  up  to  40  People 
Special  Breakfast  7 am  - 11  am 
Dinner  Until  11  pm 
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LACKLUSTER  WAR 

continued  from  page  1 
Narcotics  Fund. 

Two  or  three  police  districts  will  be  chosen 
each  month  on  a rotating  basis  to  receive 
additional  personnel  and  resources  to  deal 
with  specific  problems  in  the  area. 

The  periodic  shifting  of  officers  and 
resources  will  make  for  a “hard-hitting  strike 
force,”  Jordan  said. 

And  Jordan  wants  to  hit  the  City’s  youth 
hard  too. 

Juveniles  are  involved  in  40  percent  of  the 
City’s  violent  crimes  and  more  stringent 
curfew  laws  would  keep  the  youth  off  the 
streets  late  at  night,  said  Jordan. 

The  current  curfew  law,  adopted  in  1990, 
requires  individuals  under  14  to  be  off  the 
streets  by  midnight,  but  Jordan  said  that  the 
law  should  be  changed  to  cover  all  minors 
and  the  time  shifted  to  1 1 p.m. 

ACLU  attorneys,  however,  denounced  the 
stricter  curfew  law  on  the  basis  that  the  laws 
will  be  enforced  unfairly  putting  minorities 
under  the  police  spotlight. 

If  the  Supervisors  do  pass  a harsher  curfew 
law  the  kids  are  going  to  have  to  dodge  the 
police  to  get  to  Midnitc  Basketball. 


COMPLAINTS  FALL  ON  DEAF  EARS 

At  a Board  of  Supervisors’  Health  and 
Public  Safety  committee  meeting  - chaired  by 
Supervisor  Kevin  Shelley  - on  March  9, 
hundreds  of  Mission  and  Oceanview- 
Merced-Infcleside  (OM1)  residents  filled  the 
Supervisors’  Chambers  in  hopes  of  getting 
legislation  passed  that  would  alleviate  some 
of  the  pressures  created  by  drug  dealers, 
prostitutes  and  all-around  street  thugs  in  their 
neighborhoods  and  in  some  cases  on  their 
front  porches. 

A stream  of  over  30  residents  took  the  mic 
during  the  three-and-a-haif-hour  committee 
meeting.  Each  resident  described  a similar  set 
but  had  a different  prop  to  add.  The  scene 


they  created  for  the  Supervisors  was  full  of 
drug  dealers,  gang  bangers,  addicts  and  the 
like  intimidating  everyone  in  the 
neighborhood. 

“I’m  literally  under  house  arrest  in  my 
own  home,”  said  one  Mission  resident. 

There  was  consensus  among  the  group  of 
residents  that  intolerable  living  conditions 
existed  and  thrived  in  their  neighborhoods. 

After  the  Supervisors  heard  from  the  heads 
of  various  City  departments  on  the  issues 
raised  by  the  residents,  the  committee  pushed 
two  resolutions  through  to  the  full  board: 
crack  down  on  illegal  vendors  and  a buyer 
beware  program. 

In  a recent  survey  by  Tiempo  Latino,  91% 
of  the  those  surveyed  at  24th  and  Mission 
Streets  said  that  street  vendors  were  not  a 
critical  issue  in  the  Mission. 

And  as  for  the  buyer  beware  program, 
Patrick  Burns,  co-author  of  “The  Winnable 
War:  A Community  Guide  to  Eradicating 
Street  Drug  Markets,”  said  in  an  interview 
with  the  Examiner  that  “Trying  to  close 
down  a street  comer  drug  market  by  arresting 
one  dealer  is  like  trying  to  close  down  a mall 
by  arresting  one  shoe  salesman.” 

After  listening  to  the  pleas  of  dozens  of 
citizens  living  in  what  amounts  to  a war 
zone,  the  committee  attempted  to  alleviate 
the  problems  by  calling  for  a mango  selling 
crackdown  that  nobody  wants  and  a buyer 
beware  program  that  students  of 
neighborhood  crime  say  doesn’t  work. 


ALIOTO’S  MEETING  FLOPS 

Due  to  poor  publicity,  a Mission  meeting 
on  March  22  chaired  by  Supervisor  Angela 
Alioto  got  nowhere  slowly. 

Alioto,  promising  the  Mayor  and  the  Chief 
of  Police,  delivered  the  Mayor’s  community 
liaison  and  Captain  Kowalski  of  Mission 
Station. 


Attention  Mission  Neighbors: 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  a 
UCSF  Community  Workshop... 

to  inform  Mission  community  members  about  UCSF's 
Long  Range  Development  Plan  (LRDP)  process 

to  solicit  feedback  and  ideas  from  community  members 
about  the  potential  expansion  of  UCSF  in  the  Mission,  or 
in  other  areas  inside  and  outside  of  San  Francisco 


April  21, 1993 
Wednesday  7:00  p.m. 

Laborers  Union  Hall 
3271-18th  Street 
@ Shotwell 


—Public  Transit — — Parking  at  Shotwell  and  17th— 

Accessible:  MUNI  #53, 16th  Street  BART  (enter  Shotwell) 

Not  Accessible:  MUNI  #12,  #14,  #22,  #33 

# Accessible 

# Interpreters  in  Spanish,  Cantonese 
# Signing  for  the  hearing  impaired 

Please  plan  to  attend.  We  need  your  feedback  and  ideas! 

This  Community  Workshop  is  sponsored  by: 

Arriba  Juntos,  Calle  22,  Centro  Latino  de  San  Francisco,  Inner  Mission  Neighbors, 
Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association,  Mission  Armory  Foundation,  Mission 
Hiring  Hall,  Mission  Language  and  Vocational  School,  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association,  Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center,  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corporation,  16th  Street  Neighborhood  Revitalization 
Association,  19th  Street /Oak wood  Neighborhood  Association  (partial  list) 


For  further  information,  contact: 

UCSF  Community  Relations  476-3206 


£51 r 


A Weary  Cop  and  A Wary  Angela  at  Alioto’s  Fizzled  Town  Hall  Meeting 
photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Both  the  Mayor’s  aide  and  the  Captain 
agreed  that  the  Chief  would  be  asking  for, 
and  would  probably  get,  160  officers  and 
roughly  50  Academy  graduates  out  of  the 
Mayor’s  budget  for  next  year. 

Frank  Morales,  head  of  the  Mayor’s  Task 
Force  on  the  Mission,  asked  Alioto  and 
Kowalski  about  their  positions  on 
community-based  street  patrols  and  their 
responses  skirted  the  issue. 

The  police  response  was  that  they 
encourage  citizens  to  report  crimes  to  the 
police  and  Alioto  said,  “[residents]  are  put  at 
more  risk  and  that’s  bad.” 


STREET  PATROLS  GAIN  STEAM 

Neighborhood  street  patrols  are  growing  in 
size  and  number  in  the  heart  of  the  Mission. 
One  group  at  16th  and  South  Van  Ness 
Streets  and  another  at  16th  and  Valencia 
Streets  have  just  organized. 

On  March  28,  a neighborhood  picnic  at 
Mission  Playground  began  with  a street 
patrol  to  Dolores  Park. 

Led  by  the  Guardian  Angels,  the  group  of 
about  50  made  their  way  to  the  tenuously 
safe  Dolores  Park  before  heading  back  to 
Mission  Playground  for  a B-B-Q. 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  Regstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S. 

Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryant  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


* 


TTZ — L 

063-os77 


★ Pool  Table  COCKTAIL  LOUNGE  3* 

★ Big  Screen  T.V. 

★ CD  Juke  Box 

FRIDAYS  & SATURDAYS 

DJ  & LIVE  MUSIC  DANCING 

HAPPY  HOURS  5-7  PM 
OPEN  10AM  - 2AM  EVERYDAY 


527  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 


(415)  863-9328 
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LONG  GOODBYE  continued  from  page  1 


ANOTHER  NICE  MESS 


establishment  and  its  sometimes  loyal,  some- 
times disloyal  opposition  are  passing  from 
the  scene.  New  paradigms  are  rising  to  take 
their  place.  What  sometimes  is  perceived  as 
•disrespect  for  the  past  is  an  extraordinary 
fluidity  capable  of  cutting  across  ethnic,  class 
and  neighborhood  boundaries.  And  those 
who  repeat  the  errors  of  the  past  are  con- 
demned to  repeat  the  errors  of  the  present. 


THE  RECALL  - Docs  the  ongoing  inep- 
titude oozing  out  of  City  Hall  merit  a recall 
of  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  before  he  is  obliged 
to  run  for  re-election  in  November,  1995? 

The  last  recall  effort  was  made  against  then- 
Mayor  Dianne  Feinstcin  ten  years  ago  but 
the  absence  of  a credible  pro-recall  campaign 
together  with  a legal  ruling  on  vague 
provisions  of  election  law  that  permitted  un- 
limited campaign  contributions  enabled 
Feinstein  to  not  only  defeat  the  recall  but 
emerge  with  so  much  money  that  no  serious 
challengers  entered  the  next  mayoral  race. 

The  proponants  of  recall  note  Jordan’s  un- 
popularity with  not  only  liberals  and  virtually 
all  minority  groups,  but  also  with  the 
downtown  business  types  who  feel  he  is  doing 
to  them  what  Art  Agnos  did  to  progressives. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  jockeying  for  the  ap- 
pointment if  Jordan  is  recalled  has  already 
begun  and  most  of  the  front  runners  are 
nearly  as  unpopular  as  the  Mayor.  He  could 
survive  a recall  in  the  low-turnout  1993  elec- 
tion by  raising  the  issue  of  who  the  Super- 
visors would  choose  to  replace  him  and  use 
the  election  law  loopholes  to  amass  enough 
money  to  insure  another  seven  years  of  blight 
and  blundering. 

Proposal:  Table  the  recall  unless  Jordan’s 
indicted  for  something,  put  a revision  of  the 
election  law  on  the  ballot  that  specifically 
subjects  recall  campaigns  (both  pro  and  con) 
to  the  same  contribution-limit  laws  as 
general  elections.  Such  election  would  be  a 
de-facto  referendum  on  Jordan...  passage 
would  all  but  guarantee  a successful  recall  in 
1994  unless  he  agrees  to  a negotiated  resig- 
nation in  which  all  parlies  - business, 
minorities,  neighborhoods  etc.  - agree  on  a 
caretaker  to  serve  out  the  rest  of  his  term. 

Such  replacement  would  1)  swear  in  writ- 
ing never  to  run  again  for  Mayor  or  any  other 
office,  and  be  at  least  two  of  the  following 
three...  2)  old,  old  enough  to  insure  that  he 
or  she  would  probably  die  if  they  broke 
promise  #1,  3)  an  ideological  centrist  who 
would  be  able  to  draw  upon  all  sectors  of  the 
City  for  appointments  and  advisers,  and/or  4) 
a non-politician  or  an  import  from  another 
area,  hence  uninvolved  in  the  convoluted 
dynastic  spitefulness  and  grudge-bearing 
that  has  been  the  bane  of  San  Francisco 
government  for  generations. 

Examples:  Joe  DiMaggio,  Herb  Caen, 
Paddy  Nolan,  Aretha  Franklin,  Cuahtemoc 
Cardenas,  Alan  Cranston,  Pee  Wee  Herman 
(hey,  these  guys  deserve  a second  chance), 
Jerry  Brown  (NOT!). 

DISTRICT  ELECTIONS  - Jordan  may  or 
may  not  have  appointed  a replacement  for 
Roberta  Achtenberg  by  now;  such  appoint- 
ment will  play  a critical  role  in  any  recall,  but 
the  ongoing  dysfunctionality  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  will  continue  to  be  a further 
deadweight  no  matter  who’s  Mayor. 

In  the  past,  district  elections  were  defeated 
by  an  odd  coalition  of  conservatives  unhappy 
with  gerrymandered  districts,  minorities 
trying  to  retain  the  representatives  (including 
Willie  Kennedy,  Tom  Hsich,  Jim  Gonzalez 
and  Harry  Britt)  that  Dianne  Feinstein 
forced  down  their  gullets  and  imbeciles  who 
bought  the  downtown  argument  that  District 
Elections  (without  term  limits  and  runoff 
provisions)  led  to  the  rise  of  Dan  White  and 
the  Milk/Moscone  killings. 

Except  for  the  imbeciles  this  coalition  is 
crumbling  and  the  question  now  seems  less 
of  "if'  and  more  of  "when"  and  "how".  Even 
so,  bad  ideas  continue  to  percolate.  The  idea 
of  numbered  seats  without  district  residency 
requirements  has  been  pretty  much  exposed 
as  a Chamber  of  Commerce  sponsored  hoax, 
but  the  notion  of  compromise  has  en- 
couraged equally  malevolent  schemes  such 
as  that  of  Kevin  Shelley  and  others  who 
propose  to  reduce  the  number  of  scats  to  as 
few  as  seven. 

The  notion  of  limiting  the  quantity  of  Su- 
pervisors is  as  appealing  as  holding  down 
their  pay  or  their  terms  but,  in  a city  as  diverse 
as  San  Francisco,  a small  Board  would  freeze 
out  minorities  and  it  is  not  inconceivable  that 
seven  rich  straight  white  men  (well,  maybe  a 


woman  or  two)  would  be  elected,  ensuring  a 
speedy  repeal  and  many  more  years  of  unfair 
(and  possibly  illegal)  at  large  elections. 

Proposal:  Return  to  the  mixture  of  district 
and  at-large  seats  endorsed  by  people  as  dif- 
ferent as  liberal  activist  Pat  Norman  and  con- 
servative Sen.  Quentin  Kopp.  Elect  three  at- 
large  County  Supervisors  as  full  time  officials 
with  specific  duties  - one,  perhaps,  to  chair 
the  budget  and  finance  committee,  one  to 
rule  on  planning  and  zoning  matters,  the 
third  to  oversee  City  services  - and  twelve 
part-time,  half-pay  City  supervisors  by  dis- 
trict... either  from  12  small  neighborhoods 
which  would  cut  campaign  costs  and  special 
interest  influence  or,  as  suggested  by  former 
Supervisor  Britt,  two  each  from  six  districts 
which  would  encourage  competition  and 
coalition  building  and  may  have  the  further 
benefit  of  paving  the  way  for  district  election 
of  important  Commissions  like  Planning, 
Police  and  Health,  limiting  the  power  of  the 
Mayor  to  the  selection  of  a seventh  member 
as  Chair.  Establishing  an  independent  Com- 
mission to  draw  district  lines  every  ten  years 
and  retaining  a two  term  limit  would  mitigate 
a great  deal  of  the  suspicions  that  have 
doomed  previous  district  election  efforts,  as 
well  as  inspiring  the  more  numerous  City  su- 
pervisors to  discharge  their  duties  in  a man- 
ner that  will  encourage  the  voters  to  kick 
them  up  rather  than  out. 

CHARTER  REFORM  - While  many  of 
the  City’s  problems  stem  from  the  incom- 
petence of  the  present  Mayor  and  the  out- 
right weirdness  of  the  Supervisors,  our 
governmental  structure  remains  one  that  en- 
courages waste  of  resources,  duplication  of 
functions,  and  the  inability  of  citizens  to  hold 
bureacracies  like  the  Housing  Authority  and 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspections  accountable. 

The  present  Charter  was  drafted  to  reduce 
the  runaway  corruption  that  existed  in  the 
early  part  of  the  century  by  creating  a non- 
elected  Chief  Administrative  Officer.  It  has 
worked  in  that  corruption  is  less  a problem  in 
San  Francisco  than  in  other  cities,  but  it  has 
also  failed  in  that  the  Mayor,  Supervisors  and 
other  elements  have,  over  half  a century, 
created  and  added  to  their  own 
bureaucracies,  thus  swelling  the  number  of 
government  employees  without  measurably 
adding  to  the  City’s  quality  of  life.  Most  of 
this  growth  has  occurred  at  the  middle  and 
upper  management  level  so  that  San  Francis- 
co remains  well  above  the  norm  in  municipal 
employment  while  buses  break  down  for  lack 
of  mechanicsand  people  lie  screaming  in  gur- 
neys in  the  halls  of  S.F.  General  for  lack  of 
nurses. 

Proposal:  Space  prohibits  even  an  attempt 
at  defining  City  government;  those  interested 
may  find  the  details  in  the  thousands  of  pages 
of  budget  allocations  maintined  in  the 
Science  Room  of  the  Main  Library.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  the  duplication  is  evident  when 
different  functions  of  the  Mayor’s  Office, 
CAO,  commissions  and  other  entities  are 
cross  checked.  Despite  the  power  of  the  City 
unions,  San  Francisco’s  budget  crisis  will  re- 
quire either  intolerable  tax  increases  to  main- 
tain the  present  level  of  bureaucracy,  steep 
cuts  in  middle  management  (much  of  which 
does  im  live  in  the  City)  or  similar  cuts  in  ser- 
vice providers  such  as  police,  bus  drivers, 
librarians  etc.  The  least  painful  alternative 
should  be  obvious.  Provision  should  also  be 
made  to  facilitate  prompt  decision  making  on 
budget-balancing  items  such  as  a regional  gas 
tax. 

Implementation  of  Charter  reform  has  to 
be  considered  as  an  ongoing  task  that  will 
take  at  least  until  the  end  of  the  Millenium  to 
achieve.  Those  whose  interest  is  in  protect- 
ing the  fat  will  assure  you  that  they  are  work- 
ing on  some  grand  restructuring  that  will  take 
years  to  assemble  and  will  prove  so  cumber- 
some that  it  is  likely  to  be  voted  down  even  if 
it  docs  contain  some  positive  elements. 
Demand  focused  legislation  that  clearly  iden- 
tifies the  duplication  to  be  eliminated  and  the 
savings  to  be  gained.  Don’t  fall  for  a pie  in 
the  sky. 

These  are  a few  of  the  immediate  issues 
which  probably  will  be  resolved,  for  better  or 
for  worse,  by  this  November’s  election...  pos- 
sibly even  within  the  month.  Next,  a few 
longer  term  issues  and  measures  that  might 
be  taken. 

TO  BE  CONTINUED 
Brian  Doohan 


by  Victor  Miller 

Just  when  it  looked  like  the  Ribera- 
Welsh-Maher  sex  harassment/influence 
peddling  scandal  had  quieted  down, 
allegations  that  Chief  of  Police  Anthony 
Ribera  used  Supervisor  Bill  Maher  to  hand- 
pick members  of  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on 
the  Mission  have  added  to  a sordid,  twisted 
and  rather  tangled  tale  of  official  misconduct. 

The  charges  that  Ribera  used  Maher  to 
select  members  of  the  Task  Force,  who  the 
Chief  thought  would  be  supportive  of  his 
policies,  were  made  by  Officer  Joanne  Welsh 
to  the  Police  Department  Special 
Investigative  Unit.  Official  transcripts  of  an 
interview  with  Welsh  regarding  Maher’s 
attempt  to  meddle  in  police  business  depict 
Chief  Ribera  as  being  equally  willing  to  use 
his  close  association  with  Welsh  and  then 
boyfriend  Maher  to  influence  the  selection  of 
an  all  civilian  task  force  who’s  function  was 
to  form  an  objective  evaluation  of  the  police 
department’s  efforts  and  therefore  the  Chiefs 
performance. 

Welsh  told  investigators:  “The  Chief 
wanted  all  his  people  in  place  because  he  was 
getting  so  much  heat  out  in  the  Mission  . . . 
and  he  again  went  to  Bill  [Maher]  and  said, 
‘Help  me  on  this.  I need  people  that  are  going 
to  support  me.  I don’t  need  people  on  that 
Mayor’s  Task  Force  out  there  that  are  going 
to  be  anti-police.’” 

At  the  beginning  of  March  a new  Task 
Force  was  in  fact  sworn  in.  The  old  Task 
Force  had  indeed  given  the  Chief  a lot  of  heat 
about  specific  departmental  programs  but  had 
nonetheless  campaigned  for  an  increased 
number  of  police  officers  in  the  Mission  and 
increased  budget  allocations,  hardly  an  anti- 
police attitude,  nor  can  any  of  the  new 
members  of  the  Task  Force  be  labeled  as 
outwardly  pro-police  or  anti-police.  The 
disturbing  part  of  the  charges  is  that  in  order 
to  sit  on  what  is  supposedly  a civilian  task 
force  we  must  pass  a pro-police  litmus  test 
administered  by  the  Chief  of  Police,  an 
unwarranted  and  dangerous  intrusion  by  the 
police  into  the  civil  process. 

Besides  Welsh’s  accusations  there  are  the 
indications  that  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on 
the  Mission  is  not  exactly  the  product  of 
careful  consideration  by  Frank  Jordan  and  his 
aides.  The  Mayor’s  chief  of  staff  Jim  Lazarus 
has  admitted  publicly  that  Bill  Maher 
influenced  the  Task  Force  selection.  One 
Task  Force  member  told  the  News,  the  Chief 
had  selected  her  to  be  on  the  Task  Force.  The 
initial  press  release  issued  by  the  Mayor’s 


office  announcing  new  members  of  the  Task 
Force  contained  misstatements  of  fact, 
listing  individuals  with  organizations  they 
weren't  affiliated  with  and  it  omitted  the 
name  of  at  least  one  person  who  had  been 
appointed,  giving  the  impression  that  the 
Mayor’s  office  didn’t  really  know  who  some 
of  the  people  were. 

Neighborhood  activist  Frank  Morales 
wasn’t  told  he  was  head  of  the  Task  Force 
until  the  Mayor  announced  it  at  the  press 
conference.  Morales  says  he  doesn’t  care 
who  got  him  in  there.  “I’ve  got  a lot  of  things 
I’d  like  to  do  for  my  community  and  this 
gives  me  the  opportunity  to  do  them. 
Whoever  appointed  me  my  reaction  is:  Thank 
You.” 

The  assumption  that  the  current  Task 
Force  is  somehow  controlled  by  the  police  is 
ridiculous  to  anyone  familiar  with  its 
membership.  The  ability  of  citizen 
organizations  to  operate  free  of  any  undue 
police  control  is,  however,  still  an  issue.  The 
alleged  Ribera-Maher  plot  to  have  Dorian 
Nelson  removed  from  the  Police  Commission 
would  seem  to  be  a more  grievous  example 
of  police  meddling  since  it  involves  an 
official  governmental  body  whose  sole 
function  is  to  oversee  police  department 
operations.  Taken  together,  the  two  cases 
would  seem  to  merit  more  investigation  than 
has  so  far  transpired  but  the  Mayor  for  “the 
good  of  the  city”  has  squelched  futher 
inquiries. 

Incredibly,  Mayor  Jordan’s  entire  reaction 
to  the  series  of  related  scandals  involving 
Ribera,  Welsh  and  Maher  has  been  to  attack 
the  press.  In  a whiny  assault  on  the  first 
amendment  in  the  March  19th  issue  of  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner  Jordan  asked  for  a 
cease  fire  and  gave  the  strong  impression  he 
thought  the  press  was  just  digging  for  dirt,  a 
totally  unnecessary  activity  when  the  Jordan 
administration  is  a mud  volcano  in  frequent 
eruption. 

If  the  Jordan  administration  is  getting  bad 
press  it’s  because  nothing  is  happening  to 
reduce  crime,  clean  the  streets  and  move 
forward  on  the  quality  of  life  issues  Jordan 
was  elected  to  address.  Instead,  there  is  an 
obsessive  need  to  suppress  dissent  and 
exercise  an  undemocratic  degree  of  social 
control,  to  cover  up  the  administrations 
failures.  When  the  Mayor’s  office  becomes 
too  inept  to  pursue  these  errors  for  itself  and 
the  slack  is  taken  up  by  opportunistic 
political  schemers  and  the  police,  we’re  in 
big  trouble. 


Allende: 

a Novel 

By 

Fernando  Alegria 

STANFORD  UNIVERSITY  PRESS  Ac  THE  MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER 

PRESENT 

A Book  Party  axd  presentation  of  thi  ntw  historical  novel  by  Professor  Fernando  Allcria 
Wldnesijay  April  14,  1993;  7:00  — 9:00  p.m. 

GALERIA'MUSEO,  MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER 
2H6H  Mission  Street,  Sa\  Francisco 


TAX  OUR 
BRAINS. 


ill 


TAX- 1 040. 


Got  a tax  question?  Call  the  IRS  hotline 
— any  time  during  business  hours. 
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THE  RUBBER  BALL  CAPER 

CALA’S  SECURITY  SYSTEM  COMPILES  CRIME  FILES  ON  7 YEAR  OLDS 


Second  ^ 

• Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

• 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily 

► 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  95tf 

• Baby  clothes  starting  at  65tf 

• Furniture,  toys,  TV’s,  electrical  items, 

kitchenware,  collectibles,  shoes,  dishes, 
bedding  and  more 

• Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

• 100  different  pair  of  shoes  added  daily 

• Dressing  rooms  provided 

• Bright,  clean,  organized  store 

• Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 


SECRETARY’S  DAY 

SALE 

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL  21st. 


50  % OFF  ALL  WOMEN’S  CLOTHIING 

30%  OFF  ALL  OTHER  CLOTHING 


Since  1973  — the  “BIG  ONE”  in  the  NORTH  MISSION 
in  the  landmark  Redlick  Building 

2101  Mission  Street 
comer  of  17th  Street 

861-1132 


37...  ■ 


OPEN: 

9AM  to  8 PM  — Mon.  - Fri. 
9AM  to  6PM  — Sat. 

11AM  to  6PM  — Sun. 


by  Mike  Ceascr 

When  a Mission  resident  went  shopping  at 
Cala  Foods,  she  only  expected  to  buy 
groceries,  not  to  be  the  victim  of  a minor 
inquisition. 

But,  as  Jenny,  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  was  paying  for  her  food,  she 
noticed  that  her  7 and  11  year  old  sons,  who 
had  been  playing  in  front  of  the  store  a 
moment  before,  were  no  longer  in  sight,  and 
she  became  very  worried. 

Then,  as  she  began  looking  around  for 
them,  a store  security  guard  walked  up  and 
gave  her  the  reassuring  information  that  her 
seven  year  old  was  being  detained  for 
shoplifting. 

Confused  and  concerned,  Jenny  followed 
the  guard  to  an  upstairs  room  where  she 
learned  that  her  youngest  son  had  carried  a 
rubber  ball  worth  $1.19  out  of  the  store  and 
been  caught  playing  with  it  in  front. 

For  the  next  15  minutes,  Jenny  and  her 
sons  were  detained  in  the  room,  and  she  was 
subjected  to  questioning  which  she 
considered,  in  addition  to  being  inappropriate 
to  the  ‘crime,’  as  racist  and  irrelevant. 

‘What  was  her  ethnicity?’,  they  asked  her. 
‘Where  was  she  from?’ 

“I  didn’t  want  to  answer  their  questions,” 
says  Jenny,  who  is  Hispanic,  ‘‘and  so  I kept 
asking  them  ‘do  I have  to  answer  this?’,  and 
they  told  me,  ‘we  can’t  release  your  child 
until  we’ye  completed  our  forms.’  They 
never  even  told  me  my  rights.” 

“I  felt  furious  and  I just  wanted  to  get  out 
of  there  with  my  sons,  so  I answered  them,” 
she  explains,  ‘‘but  why  did  they  ask  where  I 
was  from?  I hadn’t  done  anything!” 

When  they  had  completed  their  forms,  the 
store  employees  gave  Jenny  a copy  of  the 
paper  she’d  signed,  photographed  her  son, 
and  finally  allowed  her  to  leave,  feeling  so 
furious  that  she  was  almost  crying. 

Jenny,  who  owns  her  own  business, 
understands  the  store’s  need  to  protect 
against  shoplifting,  but  she  feels  that  this 
incident  was  clearly  a case  of  a child  doing 
something  without  thinking  about  it. 

‘‘My  son  was  playing  with  the  ball  right  in 
front  of  the  store.  If  he’d  meant  to  steal  it, 
wouldn’t  he  have  hid  it  or  something? 
Besides,  if  he’d  wanted  the  ball,  all  he’d  have 


had  to  do  was  place  it  onto  the  conveyor  and 
I’d  have  bought  it  with  everything  else,  ’ she 
says.  She  also  points  out  that  she  was  buying 
$102.00  worth  of  groceries  at  the  time  that 
her  son  was  corralled  for  ‘stealing’  the  $1.19 
bail. 

‘‘I’m  not  making  excuses  for  what  he 
did,”  explains  Jenny.  ‘‘Of  course  taking  the 
ball  was  wrong,  but  I think  that  they  could 
have  at  least  brought  the  children  to  me  first, 
so  that  all  of  us  could  have  gone  upstairs 
together.”  She  also  pointed  out  that  the 
incident  had  the  potential  to  make  a strong 
impression  on  her  son.  “This  was  his  first 
confrontation  with  the  system.  And, 
afterwards,  the  other  children  were  teasing 
him  about  what  happened.” 

Gary  Miekle,  Loss  Prevention  Director  for 
Cala  Foods,  said  that  the  grocery  chain 
conforms  to  a very  simple  definition  of 
shoplifting:  “We  go  by  the  State  Penal  Code 
690.5,  which  states  that  any  merchandise 
removed  from  the  store  without  being  paid 
for  is  stolen.” 

Miekle  explained  that  shoplifting  is  a 
severe  problem.  “Each  month  we  detain  200 
people,  at  a cost  to  us  of  thousands  of 
dollars.” 

Each  person  who  is  detained  by  the  store  is 
supposed  to  receive  a notice  of  a $200.00 
fine,  although  Jenny’s  has  not  gotten  one,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  incident  the  store 
employees  told  her  that  they  might  not  send 
one  in  her  son’s  case.  Miekle  said  that  the 
fine  can  be  reduced  or  dismissed  under 
special  circumstances,  such  as  inability  to 
pay,  or  the  age  of  the  detainee.  However, 
Miekle  does  not  consider  seven  to  be  too 
young  to  commit  a crime.  After  all,  “You’ve 
got  seven-year  olds  shooting  at  each  other,” 
he  said. 

According  to  Osha  Neumann,  a civil  rights 
lawyer  in  Berkeley,  the  central  issue  is  intent. 
‘‘Store  owners  have  a right  called 
shopkeepers  privilege,  to  detain  a person  they 
suspect  of  stealing.  But,  was  this  kid  taking  a 
ball  from  a store,  or  just  playing  with  a 
ball?”  And,  the  store’s  actions  might  have 
been  more  than  simply  heavyhanded.  “If  it 
wasn’t  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  kid 
was  stealing  the  ball,  what  they  did  might 
have  'been  illegal.  One  needs  to  ask:  was 


Yeah,  Cala  Made  Me  A Criminal' 

there  any  furtiveness?  Did  he  attempt  to  hide 
the  ball?” 

About  the  questions  which  Jenny  was 
asked,  Neumann  had  more  decided  feelings. 
‘‘They  are  not  relevant  to  the  issue  of 
whether  or  not  the  ball  was  stolen.  The  way 
that  they  handled  this  was  disgusting.  You 
can  observe  someone’  ethnicity  without 
asking  them.  The  questions  appear  on  the 
surface  to  be  intimidating  and  discriminating, 
although  I’m  not  sure  that  what  they  did  was 
illegal.” 

■ Even  Mr.  Miekle  of  Cala  Foods  agreed 
that  the  questioning  was  out-of-line. 
“They’re  only  supposed  to  ask  place  of 
birth,”  he  explained,  “and,  they  should  have 
asked  the  son,  not  the  mother.” 

Jenny  also  wonders  what  will  happen  to 
the  information  that  the  store  collected.  “Are 
they  going  to  make  a police  file  on  my  son?” 
However,  according  to  Miekle,  the  store  does 
not  use  the  information  for  anything--except, 
presumably,  as  records,  in  case  of  future 
detentions. 

Concludes  attorney  Neumann;  “the 
appropriate  thing  might  have  been  to  simply 
have  brought  the  boy  to  his  mother  and  let 


Photo  by  Collette  Sweeney 

her  handle  it.” 

If  she  had  discovered  that  her  son  had 
taken  the  ball  after  she  left  the  store,  Jenny 
says  she  would  have  explained  to  him  why  it 
was  wrong,  and  had  him  bring  it  back  the 
next  time  they  went  shopping. 

As  it  was,  Cala  Food’s  heavyhanded 
tactics  may  have  lost  a longtime  customer. 

Does  Cala  Foods  deserve  sympathy  if  that 
happens?  No.  That’s  just  the  way  the  rubber 
ball  bounces. 


For  more  information,  contact 

The  San  Francisco  SPCA 

2500 16th  St  San  Francisco.  CA 94103 415-554-3000 
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An  older  person  A home- 
less pet  They  belong  to- 
gether Our  Pets  and  Older 
People  Program  unites  peg- 
pie  over  65  with  a lifelong 
animal  companion,  abso- 
lutely free  of  charge 
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mission  broadsider 

--  by  andy  solow 


DOLORES  PARK  SOCCER  - The  Next 
Step 

On  Thursday,  April  15  at  5:30  pm  in  City 
Hall  - Room  282,  the  Recreation  and  Parks 
and  the  City  Planning  Commissions  will  hold 
a joint  hearing  to  consider  the  1993-94  Open 
Space  Acquisition  and  Park  Renovation 
Budget  including  $300,000  for  a small 
recreational  soccer  field  in  Dolores  Park  (im- 
mediately adjacent  to  the  tennis  courts). 

The  money  would  be  used  for  a minimal 
amount  of  grading,  new  grass  and  installation 
of  an  irrigation  system.  Field  lights,  goal 
pasts,  fencing  and  bleachers  are  NOT  part  of 
the  proposal. 

Mission  youth  desperately  need  more  ath- 
letic fields.  Please  attend  the  meeting  and 
support  the  Soccer  Field. 

CONSERVATION  CLIQUE 

The  Citizen’s  Open  Space  Advisory  Com- 
mittee effectively  controls  the  expenditure  of 
more  than  $16  million  dollars  annually.  The 
Open  Space  Fund,  created  by  Prop  J and  ex- 
tended by  Prop  E,  is  supposed  to  be  used  for 
the  acquisition  and  development  of  new 
open  space  and  the  renovation  and  improve- 
ment of  existing  open  spaces. 

The  controversy  here  centers  around  the 
definition  of  Open  Space. 

Childrens  advocates  think  that  athletic 
fields,  parks,  playgrounds  and  even  Rec 
Centers  are  Open  Space.  Environmen- 
talists think  that  Open  Space  means  un- 
developed outdoor  space  with  native  plants 
and  animals  and  few  people. 

Members  of  the  Open  Space  Committee 
are  appointed  to  two  year  terms  by  the  S.F. 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  Mayor.  Each 
Supervisor 

gets  two  appointees  and  the  Mayor  gets 
one. 

This  would  probably  be  fair  except  that 
Prop  E requires  the  Supervisors  to  select  at 
least  one  of  their  two  choices  from  a list  of 
candidates  maintained  by  the  following  Prop 
E approved  "environmentally  correct" 
groups: 

The  California  Native  Plant  Society 
(CNPS),  Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks, 
the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  and  its  SF 
Conservation  Committee,  the  Prop  E Im- 
plementation Committee,  San  Francisco 
Beautiful,  SF  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest, 
the  SF  Sierra  Club,  the  SF  League  of  Con- 
servation Voters,  the  SF  League  of  Urban 
Gardeners  (SLUG),  San  Francisco  Tomor- 
row, Save  the  Redwood  League,  and  the 
Trust  For  Public  Land. 

Clearly,  one  result  of  allowing  the  "conser- 
vation clique"  to  control  the  definition  of 
open  space  in  San  Francisco  is  that  14,000 
Mission  youth  have  no  usable  soccer  fields  in 
their  neighborhood.  This  summer,  more 
than  500  of  these  children  will  be  forced  to 
commute  to  Mission  Youth  Soccer  League 
activities  outside  of  the  Mission. 

I hope  that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  will 
correct  this  inequity  by  amending  Prop  E to 
include  participation  by  childrens  rights  ad- 
vocates. The  children  of  San  Francisco  need 
more  athletic  fields  and  playgrounds  so  that 
they  can  participate  in  organized,  supervised, 
recreational  activities. 

Hlg  "UNSAFE  SIX" 

This  month,  I received  a copy  of  a "secret" 
letter  that  was  the  product  of  at  least  one 
"secret"  meeting  of  at  least  six  members  of 
the  Citizens  Open  Space  Advisory  Commit- 
tee. According  to  City  Attorney  Scott 
Emblidge,  there  was  nothing  illegal  about 
this  meeting(s?)  IF  no  public  testimony  was 
taken  and  there  was  no  quorum.  However, 
one  wonders  if  it  is  ethical  for  Committee 
Members  to  caucus  in  secret  and  decide  how 
they  are  going  to  vote  prior  to  convening 
public  hearings,  particularly  when  the  dis- 
position of  $16  million  dollars  is  in  question. 


The  conspirators  were:  (name,  appointed 
by,  date  term  expires)  Frances  Baron  (Hal- 
lman 7/93),  Barbara  Judy  (Achtenburg 
7/93),  Christina  Schneider  (Britt/Bicrman 
7/93),  Jake  Sigg  (Shelly  7/94),  Claire  Issacs 
(Conroy  7/94),  and  Alan  Weaver  (Achten- 
burg 7/94). 

Their  "Minority  Opinion",  dated  March  6, 
1993  and  addressed  to  the  Recreation  & 
Park  Commission,  claims  that  the  soccer 
field  proposed  for  Dolores  Park  will  "dis- 
place" the  current  users,  "destroy"  the  "open 
rolling  hills"  in  that  part  of  the  Park,  and  dis- 
turb the  remains  of  Indians  buried  in  the 
Park.  The  letter  also  claims  that  the  Mission 
High  Football  field  is  an  "unexplored"  alter- 
native to  a soccer  field  in  Dolores  Park  and 
that  fixing  up  Franklin  Field  should  be 
enough  to  take  care  of  the  problem. 

These  people  must  not  have  been  paying 
attention  when  250  people  from  the  Mission 
came  to  visit  them  this  February.  I was  in  at- 
tendance at  that  meeting  and  I heard  the 
Mission  residents  say  that  they  had 
thousands  of  children  who  wanted  to  play 
soccer  and  that  ten  more  soccer  fields 
wouldn't  be  enough! 

I heard  Liberty  Hill  Historian  John  Barbey 
say  that  the  only  people  buried  in  Dolores 
Park  were  Jewish  and  their  bodies  were  ex- 
humed in  the  early  20’s  primarily  from  the 
South  end  of  the  Park.  Mr.  Barbey  also 
stated  that  the  Indian  burial  ground  was  lo- 
cated within  Mission  Dolores  on  high  ground 
on  the  North  Side  of  Mission  Creek,  not  near 
the  bottom  of  Dolores  Park  in  the  old  creek 
bed. 

I heard  Mission  High  Vice-Principal  Lupe 
Arabolas  say  "Soccer!  Soccer!  Soccer  is  what 
our  kids  love!"  I heard  the  Captain  of  the 
Mission  High  soccer  team  describe  the  chaos 
of  three  football  teams  and  a soccer  team  all 
trying  to  practice  on  one  football  field  at  the 
same  time.  The  Soccer  team  is  currently 
commuting  by  Muni  bus  45  minutes  each 
way  to  Crocker  Amazon. 

I’m  still  trying  to  figure  out  how  a minimal 
amount  of  grading  and  a chalk  line  "dis- 
places" existing  Park  users  and  "destroys" 
open  space. 

Need  a JOB? 

In  January  1993,  the  S.F.  Recreation  Dept, 
published  a job  solicitation  for  provisional 
part-time  recreation  and  assistant  recreation 
directors.  Applications  are  still  being  ac- 
cepted. For  further  information,  please  call 
824-8114. 

Last  year,  the  Rec  Dept  had  trouble  find- 
ing qualified  bilingual  applicants  for  these 
positions  and  finally  hired  four  young  people 
from  the  Mission  after  Mission  residents  got 
the  word  out. 

This  year,  Frank  Cassinelli  (Rec)  mailed 
out  over  200  solicitations  and  as  of  3/10/93, 
over  300  applications  had  been  received. 
Unfortunately,  in  spile  of  the  Recreation 
Departments  best  efforts,  as  of  3/10/93,  the 
following  people  had  NOT  received  a notice 
and/or  did  NOT  know  there  was  a job  avail- 
able: 

Laura  Bernabei  - Assist  Exec  Dir  and 
Mike  Miller  - Operations  Manager,  S.F.  Boys 
and  Girls  Club;  James  Murphy,  the  Dept 
Chair  of  the  Recreation  and  Leisure  Studies 
Dept.,  S.F.  State  U.;  Alliene  Lawson,  Dept 
Chair  of  the  Career  Development  and  Place- 
ment Center;  Ken  Grace,  Dept  Chair  of  the 
Phys  Ed  Dept;  and  Susan  Conrad,  Women’s 
Athletic  Director,  all  at  City  College  of  S.F.; 
Jim  Richards,  Executive  Director  and  James 
Littlejohn,  Athletfc  Director,  Columbia  Park 
Boys  Club;  Amy  Reich,  Executive  Director, 
YWCA  and  Tracy  Brown,  Director  - YWCA 
Mission  Girls  Services;  Andrew  Scott,  Ex- 
ecutive Director,  Mission  YMCA;  and  Vic- 
tor Miller,  Editor  of  the  New  Mission  News. 

I hope  that  the  Recreation  Dept  will  in- 
clude these  people  on  their  mailing  list  next 
year. 


A SERIOUS  GYM 

FOR  A SERIOUS  BODY 


WORK  OUT  FREE 

Bring  in  this  ad  to  see  why 
our  gym  is  San  Francisco’s  1st 
and  only  serious  gym. 
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MISSION  SOCCER  WARS 


DOLORES  PARK  SOCCER: 


Think  Twice 


by  Joan  Holden 

K ids  in  the  Mission  need  soccer 
fields.  Should  we  bulldoze  parks  to  build 
them  — or  should  we  take  a breath,  fix  up  un- 
used fields  we  already  have,  and  look  for  other 
sites  first? 

Dolores  Park  is  a wonderful  place  for  a 
soccer  field.  It  is  also  the  ONLY  open  space 
within  walking  distance  for  thousands  of 
people  in  the  Mission,  the  Castro  and  South  of 
Market;  used  by  drug  dealers,  true,  but  also  by 
dozens  of  other  people  on  any  sunny  day, 
hundreds  on  weekends  - walking,  sitting,  play- 
ing catch  with  their  kids  and  their  dogs,  or 
touch  football  or  pickup  soccer.  These  people 
are  a cross-section  of  the  surrounding  neigh- 
borhoods; Latino  youth, young  low-income 
whites,  gays  and  lesbians  of  all  ages  and  races, 
families  from  the  Mission,  families  from  Noe 


Valley.  The  park  is  their  breathing  space  in 
the  crowded  city. 

The  plan  submitted  by  the  Mission  Youth 
Soccer  League  calls  for  the  semi-flat  meadow 
above  the  tennis  courts  to  be  levelled  and  the 
east-facing  slope  filled  and  graded  (see  MYSL 
diagram).  The  area  would  be  scheduled  for 
soccer  during  school  hours,  after  school,  and 
all  day  Saturdays.  This  would  be  great  for  the 
kids  and  their  coaches,  but  it  would  effectively 
force  all  activities  except  sports  out  of  the 
lower  half  of  the  park. 

This  is  the  best  and  largest  natural  am- 
phitheater in  the  city,  a space  that  can  and 
often  does  hold  crowds  of  several  thousand. 
The  soccer  calendar  would  make  room  for 
demonstrations  and  performances  slated  far  in 
advance,  like  the  Spring  Mobilization  or  the 
San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe.  But  the  many 
continued  on  next  page 


DOLORES  PARK  SOCCER: 
ATTACK  OF  THE  MEAN  TROUPE 


by  Victor  Miller 

Every  time  it  looks  like  something  positive 
is  about  to  take  place  in  this  neighborhood, 
some  Jawboning  Johnny  or  Moany  Joany 
comes  out  of  the  woodwork  to  create 
controversy  and  contention  where  there 
should  be  none. 

Case  in  point:  Joan  Holden  and  her  mean 
little  troupe  of  naysayers  have  been 
conducting  a rather  nasty  crusade  against 
youth  recreation  for  the  past  few  months. 

While  it  is  usually  the  policy  of  this 
newspaper  to  let  guest  opinions  run  without 
comment,  an  exception  will  be  made  in 
regard  to  Ms.  Holden's  piece,  “Dolores  Park 
soccer:  Think  Twice,”  because  of  the  gross 
distortions  of  fact  contained  therein.  Ms. 
Holden  refers  to  Dolores  Park  as  the 
“ONLY”  open  space  within  walking  distance 
for  thousands  of  Mission,  Castro  and  South 
of  Market  residents.  Not  so!  Besides  Garfield 
Park,  Potrero  del  Sol  Park,  and  Franklin 
Square,  all  of  which  Ms.  Holden  belatedly 
mentions  in  her  article,  we  have  Mission 
Playground  and  Precita  Park  in  the  Mission. 
Dolores  Park  is  by  far  the  biggest  of  all  these 
but  it  is  not  the  only  open  space  in  the  area. 

The  heavy  scheduling  of  soccer  games 
which  Ms.  Holden  alludes  to  exists  only  in 
her  imagination.  The  plans  for  the  soccer 
field  are  simply  not  advanced  to  the  point 
where  any  sort  of  schedule  would  have  been 
proposed. 

The  reference  to  the  area  under 
consideration  as  a “natural  ampitheatre”  is 
also  a little  far-fetched.  The  park  has  been 
excavated  and  graded  numerous  times  in  its 


history;  this  is  especially  true  of  the  section 
in  question  where  the  Arroyo  de  .Dolores 
(Dolores  Creek)  was  filled  in.  The  contour  of 
this  area  was  not  made  by  the  hand  of  God.  It 
may  look  like  an  ampitheatre  to  somebody 
who  manages  the  San  Francisco  Mime 
Troupe;  to  other  people  it  looks  more  like  an 
athletic  field  in  need  of  slight  grading. 

Holden’s  concern  about  conflict  between 
soccer  games  and  short-notice  events  such  as 
political  rallies  (“What  if  there  is  a soccer 
game  and  war  is  declared?”  asks  a piece  of 
her  anti-soccer  propaganda)  is  equally 
ludicrous.  Will  the  politically  correct  masses, 
disoriented  by  the  sight  of  a soccer  game 
happening  in  the  dissidents’  usual  warm-up 
spot,  wander  aimlessly  through  the 
community  interfering  with  commerce  and 
alarming  household  pets?  I don't  think  so. 

Then  there  are  those  alternative  “vacant 
spaces”  which  Ms.  Holden  proposes.  Two  are 
privately  owned  sites,  and  while  they  may  be 
vacant  they  are  not  free.  Confusion  in  this 
regard  has  often  resulted  in  serious  jail  time 
for  the  foggy  thinker.  Site  acquisition  of 
either  location  for  the  specific  purposes  of  a 
soccer  field  is  not,  in  these  financially  hard 
times,  a realistic  proposal.  Modification  of  an 
existing  public  resource,  in  a way  that  does 
not  interfere  with  other  ongoing  activities, 
which  is  what  the  Mission  Youth  Soccer 
League  proposes  for  Dolores  Park,  does 
make  sense. 

Holden,  defying  the  best  judgment  of 
architects  and  engineers,  has  declared  the 
John  O’Connell  trade  school  “apparently 
continued  on  next  page 
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THINK  TWICE 


MEAN  TROUPE 


sborter-notice  events  that  now  take  place  in 
the  meadow  would  conflict  either  with  league 
games,  or  with  adult  teams  flocking  to  fill  the 
unscheduled  hours. 

The  Mission  Youth  Soccer  League  and 
the  Mission  High  coaches  are  right:  kids’ 
needs  must  come  first.  But  let’s  meet  their 
needs  the  best  way,  not  just  the  easiest.  The 
kids  who  play  soccer  today  will  need  a park 
for  their  kids  ten  years  from  now. 

The  present  shortage  of  soccer  space  is  so 
desperate  that  adult  players  have  cut  the  fence 
at  Mission  High's  field  to  play  there  on  Sun- 
days, tearing  up  newly  planted  turf  A field 
built  in  Dolores  runs  a serious  risk  of  being 
over-used,  destroyed  not  just  for  picnics  and 
performances  but  also  for  soccer,  and  even- 
tually abandoned,  like  the  damaged  soccer 
field  at  Franklin  Square  Park  (16th  and 
Bryant),  which  was  the  fruit  of  a passionate 
community  campaign  in  the  ’70s. 

The  MYSL’s  answer  is:  turn  more  parks 
into  soccer  fields.  Besides  grading  Dolores, 
they  have  proposed  flattening  the  landscaped 
hills  in  Potrero  del  Sol  Park  (25th  and 
Potrero).  Instead  of  converting  parks 
piecemeal,  we  need  a comprehensive  plan, 
and  an  all-out  community  campaign  to  acquire 
new  space. 

Think  "vacant  space  in  the  Mission’’  and 
sites  spring  to  mind:  the  block  at  19th  and 
Harrison  that  holds  the  earlhquaked  ex-Cor- 
vette  body  shop;  the  apparently  doomed  John 
O’Connell  .High  School  (21st  and  Harrison); 
the  old  Bode  Concrete  site  (16th  and  Har- 
rison). Thanks  to  the  MYSL’s  efforts,  the 
Department  has  agreed  to  fix  up  tire  Franklin 
Square  field.  There  is  another  unused  field  at 
Garfield  Park  (25th  and  Harrison).  The 
MYSL  deems  this  site  unsafe  due  to  violence, 
but  the  same  argument  can  be  made  about 
Dolores.  No  park  should  be  bulldozed  before 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  seriously 
investigates  all  unused  public  land  and  all  pos- 


sibilities for  leasing  or  otherwise  acquiring 
private  space. 

The  Rec-Park  staff  has  proposed  a half- 
sized field  in  Dolores.  This  would  require  no 
grading,  would  accommodate  league  games 
for  children  and  practice  sessions  for  teens, 
and  would  leave  pail  of  the  present  meadow 
as  open  space.  This  could  be  the  basis  of  an 
alternative  plan:  rehabilitate  Franklin  and  Gar- 
field for  older  players,  put  a children’s  field  in 
Dolores,  and  start  a public-  private  fundraising 
drive  to  beg,  buy  or  lease  a vacant  site.  This 
project  could  unite  the  community  instead  of 
dividing  it. 

At  a February  1st  meeting  packed  with 
soccer  advocates,  the  Citizens’  Open  Space 
Advisory  Committee  brushed  aside  the  staff 
plan  and  recommended  allocating  $300,000 
for  a field  in  Dolores,  leaving  its  dimensions 
unspecified,  "to  be  worked  out  by  the 
community."  Faced  with  200  soccer 
supporters,  the  Committee  ignored  the  issues 
raised  by  park  neighbors,  performing  groups 
and  political  organizers,  notably  the  American 
Indian  Movement.  The  park  is  a Native 
American  burial  ground,  and  A.I.M.  asked 
that  it  not  be  disturbed.  Also  ignored:  the 
signatures  of  900  Mission,  Castro.  SOMA  and 
Noe  residents  who  petitioned  the  Committee 
to  reject  the  proposal. 

At  the  meeting,  and  in  press  interviews, 
soccer  advocates  denounced  opponents  as 
"yuppies",  “anti-kid”  and  “anti-Latino".  "The 
Yuppies  got  their  tennis  courts,”  sneered  a 
MYSL  leaflet  — although  the  Dolores  tennis 
courts  were  built  in  the  1930’s.  Particular 
abuse  was  heaped  on  the  S.F.  Mime  Troupe 
for  publicizing  the  plan  and  sparking  debate. 

A joint  Rec/Park-Planning  Commission 
subcommittee  will  consider  the  proposal  later 
this  spring.  Let’s  drop  the  name-calling,  dis- 
cuss the  issues,  and  look  for  a solution  the 
WHOLE  community  can  support. 


Guitar  Lessons  • Lecciones  de  Guitarra 

JOS£  POVEDA  824-5  1 67 


Private  Classes 
Beginners 
Intermediates 
Classical,  Popular, 
Flamenco,  Mexican,  Ranchero 


• Lecciones  Privadas 

• Principiantes 

• Nivel  Intermedio 

• Musica  clisica,  Popular, 
Flamenco,  Mexicana,  Ranchero 


PURPLE  HEART  VET’S 


Furniture 

Books 

Clothing 


FAMILY  THRIFT 
STORE 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
MON-FRI  9-6 
SAT -SUN  10-6:30 


LOWEST  PRICES 


621-2581 


1855  MISSION  STREET 


MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  30%  • Fresh  Stock  Each  Day, 


f%%3nt3nSX%%%XXXXX%%%%XMXXXX%!*%%%%%%%%%%X%%%%%itX%3S%%XX3fXXX%X%S£ 

MEXICAN  FRESH  FOOD 


LUNCH  SPECIALS 
DAILY 


EL  TEPft 

taqueria 
mexican  gril 


FORMERLY  TEPATITLAN 

(415)  255-8372 

2198  Folsom  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA941 1 0 

Open  Mon.  to  Sat. 
10AM  to 8 PM 


vrr?-^T-r  ? ,v 


I 


m\ 

fcvv  :j 

m 

^,•1 

■:* 


Jhe«esi 


a 

■St. 

f=v_ 


Cc-  • 

1 KPtX  5 


j-w: 


SERVING  OUR  CUSTOMERS  SINCE  1974 


doomed.”  More  brilliant  thinking  here:  let's 
tear  down  a $30  million  facility  and  stick 
those  pushy  soccer  people  there  so  as  not  to 
offend  the  delicate  aesthetic  sensibilities  of 
Ms.  Holden  and  her  Mean  Troupe. 

Fixing  up  Franklin  Square  Park  is  an 
intelligible  suggestion  but  it  is  not  an 
alternative  to  the  Dolores  Park  field.  As 
Holden  herself  points  out,  segregating  all 
soccer  activity  to  Franklin  Square  in  the  past 
left  it  overused,  damaged,  and  eventually 
abandoned.  Obviously  soccer  players  need  at 
least  two  locations.  Because  of  the  immediate 
need  of  large  numbers  of  young  people, 
reducing  the  size  of  the  proposed  field  and 
making  it  substandard  for  all  but  the 
youngest  players  is  not  an  adequate  solution. 
The  needs  of  Mission  District  kids  have  been 
ignored  for  years.  They  have  been  short- 
changed for  too  long  to  be  short-fielded  now, 
As  for  Garfield  Park,  this  is  not  an 
appropriate  place  to  send  kids;  it's  a war  zone 
whose  perilousness  exceeds  any  other 
Mission  locale. 

In  a final  act  of  desperation  and 
divisiveness,  Holden  has  raised  the  issue  of  a 
purported  Native  American  burial  ground  in 
Dolores  Park.  Since  the  site  under  discussion 
runs  along  the  bed  of  the  Arroyo  de  Dolores 
(Dolores  Creek),  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  it 
was  ever  used  to  that  end.  Even  if  there  were 
a burial  site  here,  why  would  soccer  games 
be  any  more  disrespectful  than  the  other 
activities  that  take  place  there,  such  as 
theatrical  performances  and  canine 
necessities? 

Ms.  Holden  refers  to  an  anemic  900  (now 
1500)  petition  signatures  supporting  her 


position.  Hey,  in  this  town  you  can  get  1500 
people  to  sign  a petition  to  make  pickled 
horse  snouts  the  national  meal,  but  the 
number  of  people  who  would  actually  eat  the 
damn  things  is  probably  about  equal  to  the 
handful  of  grousers  who  have  shown  up  at 
public  meetings  to  oppose  the  soccer  field. 

Finally  it  should  be  said  that  the  prqposal 
for  a Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field  comes  out  of 
a series  of  broad-based  community  meetings 
called  in  1992  to  come  up  with  short-  and 
long-term  solutions  to  the  violent  gang 
warfare  that  continues  to  claim  lives  in  the 
Mission  District.  At  the  largest  of  these 
meetings  (the  Mission  Summit  of  April  1992) 
400  Mission  residents  reached  a consensus 
that  increasing  recreational  opportunities  for 
young  people  was  a positive  step  that  could 
and  should  be  taken  immediately.  Ms. 
Holden  and  her  Mean  Troupe,  who 
(excepting  those  few  days  a year  when  they 
venture  out  of  their  compound  to  bestow  a 
little  politically  correct  amusement  on  us 
peasants  from  the  fastness  of  their  sacred 
fucking  “natural  ampitheatre")  don’t  enjoy  a 
real  high  profile  in  the  neighborhood,  missed 
every  one  of  two  ^ozen  community  meetings 
on  this  issue.  Ms.  Holden  dismisses  all  such 
conferences,  meetings  and  neighborhood 
improvement  efforts  as  the  work  of  those  she 
disdainfully  labels  “the  anti-crime  people.” 
Have  I been  missing  all  those  great  big 
rape  and  murder  rallies  where  the  real  cool 
pro-crime  people  hang  out?  Or  are  Ms. 
Holden  and  her  Mean  Troupe  simply  a small 
group  of  spoilers  with  no  understanding  of 
this  community  or  compassion  for  its 
problems? 
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Dear  Editor, 

I am  a visitor  to  this  county,  I have  been 
here  before  on  various  occasions,  and  all  too 
often  I am  shocked  and  disgusted  by  what 
can  and  does  go  on  here. 

I'd  like  to  take  you  to  the  front  page  of  the 
February  Issue  of  the  New  Mission  News  and 
the  article  on  "Slumlords"  and  seemingly 
appalling  conditions  of  some  of  the  housing 
in  the  Mission,  not  to  mention  the  no  doubt 
sky-high  rents  for  even  the  cheapest  rooms. 
Not  only  are  the  conditions  of  the  worst  (and 
for  some  the  only  affordable)  housing 
unlivable,  but  the  likelihood  of  "persuading" 
the  landlord  or  the  City  with  their  BBI 
(Bureau  of  Building  Inspection)  to  do 
something  about  it  IN  THE  NEXT  DECADE 
extremely  slim. 

Just  as  that  article  concludes  that  the 
landlords  are  only  interested  in  profits,  I want 
to  argue  at  the  conclusion  that  the  people  on 
the  streets  are  not  the  real  criminals. 

Next,  on  page  6 came  an  article  on  the 
neighborhood  youth  and  how  they  grow  up. 
We  hear  that  in  1991  the  City  promised  to 
build  at  least  3 athletic  fields  which  should 
already  be  finished.  "As  of  February,  1993, 
the  14,000  children  living  in  the  Mission 
District  do  not  even  have  a usable  soccer 
field."  We  hear  that  it  takes  $450,000  and 
three  ydars  to  build  a neighborhood 
playground  and  that  after  one  year  since 
approval,  it  may  still  take  two  years  before 
construction  begins.  And  that  150  kids  are 
waiting  to  use  it.  With  this  sort  of  assistance 
from  the  City  in  keeping  the  children  of 
today  entertained,  one  wonders  how  little  the 
children  of  yesterday  had  to  keep  themselves 
amused,  and  if  the  problems  in  the  street 
have  anything  to  do  with  this.  What  prospects 
do  we  really  have  for  a safe  and  comfortable 
future? 

• "Crime  continues  to  be  the  Mission's 
number  one  problem,"  we  are  informed  on 
the  front  page  of  the  New  Mission  News. 
Well  come  on,  you  readers  out  there,  how  on 
earth  do  you  expect  to  change  this  situation 
by  the  solution  offered,  to  bring  in  more 
cops. 

• Please  be  realistic,  what  are  more  cops 
going  to  do,  drive  around  all  day  and  night 
looking  for  "so-called"  crime  that's  only 
waiting  for  them  to  drive  right  past  before  it 
happens.  And  even  if  there  were  a million 
plain  clothes  cops  on  the  street,  they  are 
always  going  to  be  chasing  a problem  that 
will  never  go  away  (and  isn't  that  nice  for  the 
people  earning  big  money  from  all  this). 

• The  problem  as  I see  it  is  one  that  isn't 
even  addressed  in  your  articles.  This  is  that 
while  there  are  wealthy  people  on  the  streets 
flaunting  their  wealth  to  the  masses  (and 
living  in  such  apparent  comfort),  and  while 
some  of  those  masses  have  nothing  at  all, 
then  there  are  going  to  be  people  who  are 
going  to  try  to  get  something  for  themselves 
for  their  survival  - and  that  sometimes 
manifests  itself  in  aggressive  or  desperate 
ways.  And  this  is  a simple  fact  that  will  not 
go  away.  And  to  suggest  that  more  armed 
police  are  going  to  be  able  to  change  this 
situation  is,  1 feel,  absolutely  inaccurate. 

It's  not  about  how  many  miserable  lives  we 
can  stick  in  jail  as  some  way  of  making  our 
lives  safer,  it's  about  recognizing  who  is 
manipulating  us  for  their  own  profit.,  and  by 
doing  so  ensuring  that  we  stay  right  where 
we  are,  paying  our  taxes  like  we're  told  and 
crying  out  for  more  militaristic  streets. 

It's  a matter  of  how  you  look  at  it,  and 
unfortunately  everybody  seems  to  be  looking 
at  it  the  wrong  way. 

While  you  have  got  people  in  corrupt 
positions  of  power  exploiting  the  majority  to 
their  own  ends  you  will  never  have  a feeling 
of  calm  and  equality  on  the  streets,  and 
therefore  you  are  simply  not  going  to  achieve 
safe  and  crime-free  streets  in  the  Mission. 
Yours, 

Gary  L. 


Dear  Editor, 

Regarding  the  guest  opinion  article 
"neighbors  Oppose  Potrero  Project"  on  page 
11  of  your  February  1993  edition,  I thought  it 
would  be  appropriate  to  respond  to  a number 
of  misrepresentations  and  inaccuracies  put 
forth. 

1.  Paragraph  four  states  that  stress  on  Muni 
will  be  caused  by  the  "de  facto"  zone  created 
by  parents  dropping  children  off  for  daycare 
services.  These  two  items  would  appear  to  be 
incongruously  linked,  and  the  stress  put  on 
bus  service  by  a parent  drop  off  is  tangential 
at  best. 

2.  In  the  same  paragraph,  there  is  a link  made 
between  "those  [people]  crossing  the  streets" 
and  the  single  entrance  of  the  project  on 
Potrero  Street.  How  the  entrance  of  a 
building  can  affect  pedestrians  crossing  the 
street  is  unclear.  What  is  obvious  at  this  time 
is  that  the  pedestrian  walk  at  the  intersection 
of  25th  Street  and  Potrero  is  currently  unsafe; 
this  project  attempts  to  make  sense  of  this 
traffic  - pedestrian  battleground  by  increasing 
sidewalk  width  to  allow  for  additional 
waiting  area  and  clearer  traffic  lighting 
placement. 


3.  Paragraph  five  states  that  the  tallest  oak, 
among  other  trees,  in  the  Mission  will  be 
removed  from  the  site  of  the  project.  No  oak 
currently  exists  on  the  site,  and  neither  the 
redwood  nor  the  palm  are  the  tallest  trees  of 
their  species  in  the  Mission  District. 

4.  Paragraph  six  declares  that  a new  project 
will  have  "an  additional  negative  impact  on 
the  neighborhood  by  further  limiting  air, 
light,  and  open  space  to  the  surrounding 
homes."  The  current  existing  structure  is  built 
to  the  rear  property  line;  the  new  project  as 
proposed  will  move  the  rear  wall  twenty-five 
feet  toward  Potrero  Avenue.  The  net  result 
will  be  a significant  increase  in  the  amount  of 
open  space  and  light  to  be  provided  at  the 
rear  yards  of  houses  on  Hampshire.  The 
house  to  the  north  of  the  site  on  Potrero 
Avenue  will  have  approximately  the  same 
imposition  placed  on  it  in  the  new  scheme  as 
by  the  current  church  structure;  the  existing 
building  is  five  feet  from  the  property  line 
while  the  new  building  will  be  slightly  over 
seven  feet  from  the  property  line  and 
approximately  eight  feet  taller. 

5.  Paragraph  seven  is,  quite  frankly,  a basic 
misrepresentation  of  facts.  "Hundreds  of 
residents  and  merchant  neighbors  are 
incensed"  is  fortunately  just  not  true.  MHDC 
has  held  a number  of  public  meetings  for  the 
project,  and  very  few  neighbors,  on  the  order 
of  six  to  eight,  have  voiced  a concern. 


6.  Paragraph  eight  attempts  to  link  the  use  of 
public  funds  to  a dramatic  change  in  the 
neighborhood.  Independent  of  political 
propaganda,  not  only  should  these  two  items 
not  be  linked,  but  they  are  only  half  true. 
Given  the  realities  of  the  American 
government  and  economy,  everyone 
understands  that  funding  and  tax  resources 
are  scarce.  Independent  of  that,  though, 
MHDC  is  not  attempting  to  change  the 
character  of  the  existing  neighborhood.  In 
fact,  perhaps  the  most  amazing  aspect  of  this 
project  is  its  attempt  protect  and  maintain  an 
existing  community  asset,  that  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  Family  Resource  Center,  well  into 
the  next  generation. 

It  seems  not  only  the  responsibility  of 
Mssrs.  Lammers  and  Riggs  that  they  would 
present  a realistic  portrayal  of  the  project,  but 
that  the  New  Mission  News  would  have  a 
responsibility  to  accurately  check  and  discern 
whether  or  not  their  dissemination  of 
opinions  and  news  is  in  a realistic  and  fair 
manner.  Half  truths  and  inaccuracies, 
portrayed  in  an  attempt  to  forward  self 
interests,  can  do  nothing  for  the  community 
and  population  at  large. 

Mark  Horton 

Mark  Horton  Architecture 
Dear  Victor, 

...After  years  of  knowing  you  I hereby 
make  a request.  I request  that  you  pull  the 
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FAG  MAN  ARTICLE  and  replace  it  with 
this  short  (very  short)  baseball/mayor/have 
you  had  your  ass  kicked  article.  OK?  You 
know  how  I feel  about  Frank  Jordan  our 
mayor.  If  you  should  happen  to  refuse  to 
print  my  article  I will  in  passing  tell  him  as 
sure  as  god  made  little  green  apples  (that  will 
one  day  turn  red). 

Now  ask  yourself  --  do  you  want  to  be  on 
our  mayor's  shit  list?  This  is  the  first  article 
that  I asked  you  to  print  in  years.  Years.  Got 
that?  Years.  I think  you  owe  me  one.  And  I 
have  a right  as  a writer/joumalist/columnist 
(yours)  to  voice  my  feelings  once  in  a while- 
and  after  all  these  years  if  you  do  not  respect 
that--well  fuck  you.  And  fuck  the  horse 
(horse?)  you  rode  in  on  too:  have  to  say  H O 
R S E here  because  cars  are  hard  to  get  off 
on.  Yes?  Anyway-after  interviewing  years 
of  Mission  nuts  of  all  sorts-you  do  owe  me 
one.  Right?  Right. 

Hey-though  you  can  be  one  mean  bastard- 
-1  STILL  LOVE  YOU. 

A1  Rose 

Al, 

Frank  Jordan  might  not  even  be  mayor 
by  the  time  the  next  issue  comes  out,  and 
good  riddance.  The  answer  is  NO!  Although 
1 am  unavailable  for  what  you  suggest;  The 
horse  I rode  in  on  is  getting  ready  for  his  big 
date.  Have  a good  time! 

Victor 
Dear  Editor: 

Corrections  to  your  Dolores  Park  soccer  fielo 

story 

Most  of  the  dozen  people  who  braved 
blatant  intimidation  to  speak  against  the  plan 
at  the  February  meeting  of  the  Open  Space 
Advisory  Committee  were  NOT  members  of 
the  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  as  you 
report:  two  Mime  Troupe  members  testified 
along  with  park  neighbors,  other  performers, 


political  organizers,  and  an  A.I.M. 
spokesman.  The  Troupe  performed  in 
Dolores  Park  seven  times  last  year,  not  twice 
as  you  say.  The  field  would  be  located  not 
"next  to  the  tennis  courts,"  but  well  above 
them  on  an  area  that  would  have  to  be  filled 
and  graded.  Opponents  of  the  plan  have  not 
"begun  a petition  drive;"  challenged  by  a pro- 
soccer Mayor’s  aide  who  told  us,  "I  have  800 
signatures  supporting  this  plan,  show  me  800 
against,"  we  collected  1500  - most  of  them  in 
one  day,  all  of  them  in  the  Mission,  Castro, 
and  Noe  Valley. 

And  to  Andy  Solow:  you  accuse  me  of 
conducting  a "maniacal  campaign  of  willful 
and  intentional  disinformation?"  You,  who 
told  the  CHRONICLE,  "The  Mime  Troupe  is 
anti-kid;"  who  have  shamelessly  race-baited, 
trying  to  rouse  Latino  anger  against 
"yuppies"  in  the  park;  who  mentioned  darkly 
to  members  of  the  Troupe  that  "some  people" 
were  contemplating  complaints  to  our 
funding  sources;  who  told  us,  "We  ought  to 
get  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  in  there" 
(Dolores  Park)?  It  was  your  remark,  "We 
need  six  soccer  fields  in  the  Mission  - I'm 
looking  at  Potrero  del  Sol,  I'm  looking  at 
Precita"  that  convinced  me  that  someone  had 
better  try  to  slow  you  down.  I took  on  that 
thankless  role  and  have  taken  a lot  of  nasty 
heat  but  in  response,  you've  scaled  down 
what  you're  asking  for.  Make  it  really  a 
children’s  field  and  I'll  maniacally  campaign 
for  it. 

Joan  Holden 
Dear  Editor, 

A proposal  to  make  Lucky  Alley  NO 
PARKING  TOW  ANYTIME  from 
24th  to  26th  Street  where  it  meets  Bernal 
Dwellings  will  come  before  the  Housing  and 
Land  Use  Committee  on  April  15th  at  10  am. 

Like  many  spots  in  the  Mission,  this  is  a 
high  crime  and  drug-dealing  area.  The 


ludicrous  police  "solution”  to  these  complex 
Mission  problems  is  - to  remove  cars  from 
the  alley.  To  quote  Hearing  Officer  Tim 
Johnson,  removing  the  cars  will  “reduce 
opportunities  to  commit  criminal  acts."  (use 
an  auto,  go  to  jail?)  However,  community 
residents  will  be  put  in  even  more  danger  if 
this  passes,  as  we  will  be  forced  to  walk 
further  to  our  homes  down  this  alley  that 
armed  police,  encased  in  moving  tons  of 
steel,  fear  to  rapidly  drive  through. 

I represent  the  majority  of  the  36  residents 
that  have  front  doors  on  this  alley,  and  the 
numerous  others  who  live  near  it  and  who 
will  also  be  put  in  more  danger  when  they 
have  to  walk  further  at  night  because  of  the 
fewer  parking  places.  We  are  outraged  by 
this  proposal  and  oppose  it. 

We  encourage  residents  to  phone  and  write 
to  Supervisors  Migden,  Maher  and  Shelly  of 
the  House  and  Land  Use  Committee  (554- 
4466)  before  the  hearing  and  to  come  to  the 


hearing  at  City  Hall  in  room  228  on  April  15 
at  10:00  am  and  VOICE  YOUR 
OPPOSITION. 

It  is  typical  of  the  short-sighted  city 
bureaucracy,  of  those  not  living  in  the 
Mission,  to  propose  these  ridiculous, 
simplistic  solutions.  It  is  time  that  our  elected 
officials  listen  to  our  needs  and  work  for  us  - 
not  against  us. 

Ann  Macmillan 

Dear  Editor, 

I was  never  a big  fan  of  John  Newlin  when 
he  was  Captain  of  Mission  Station  but  now 
that  he’s  head  of  the  Department  of  Parking 
and  Traffic  I’m  really  impressed.  The  Newlin 
Parking  meters  are  a great  improvement  over 
the  previous  models.  Not  only  are  they  cost 
effective  these  fuckers  make  wonderful 
ashtrays.  Who  says  we’re  no  longer  the  city 
that  knows  how? 

Bobby  Steuart 
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THE  RENAISSANCE  OF  ALIOTO  MINI-PARK 


By  Kristy  O'Rell 

It  should  come  as  no  surprise  that 
Mission  residents  increasingly  have  found 
themselves  out  of  their  homes  and  on  the 
streets  as  grass-roots  activists.  Flor  Martinez, 
founder  of  Mujeres  Unidas  Y Activas  or, 
Pacha  Mama,  is  not  only  aware  that  self- 
reliance  is  necessary  for  our  community's 
survival,  but  that  it  is  a holistic  tool  as  well. 
Martinez  says  the  name  "Pacha  Mama"  is  a 
significant  part  of  Latin  American  culture, 
part  spiritual  belief  and  part  traditional  myth 
that  embraces  respect  of  the  land  and  the 
teachings  which  surround  it.  Working  as  a 
counselor  and  the  only  Latin  woman  for  the 
San  Francisco  Sheriffs  Department,  Martinez 
became  inspired  by  her  co-worker  Cathy 
Sneed,  who  directs  the  revolutionary 
Horticulture  Program  in  the  jail  system. 
Martinez  felt  Latinas,  particularly  new 
immigrants,  needed  a support  and  learning 
group  to  build  their  self-esteem  in  a culture 
pervaded  by  macho  assaults  and  an 
exploitative  media;  eight  month  ago  Pacha 
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MEDITERRANEAN  FOOD 

MANY  VEGGIE  PLATES 

EXOTIC,  WARM  & 
PLEASANT  ATMOSPHERE 


621-6213 


Macha  was  conceived.  Peruvian  by  birth, 
Martinez  explains,  "For  many  years,  even 
though  I have  been  in  [the  U.S.]  for  25  years, 

I was  scared  to  get  involved  in  things  that 
interested  me.  I understand  when  I talk  to  a 
woman  who  doesn't  have  her  papers  and  says 
she  is  scared  she  will  get  caught  and  deported 
if  she  tries  to  get  involved  with  Pacha  Mama. 
But  that's  why  I started  Pacha  Mama,  so  that 
Latino  women  who  are  afraid  of  what  they 
now  call  their  home  may  leant  they  can  offer 
something  to  the  community  just  as  much  as 
someone  who  was  bom  here.  They  just  need 
a chance." 

Now,  along  with  SLUG  (San  Francisco 
League  of  Urban  Gardeners),  Pacha  Mama 
begins  the  metamorphosis  of  land  and 
individual.  What  is  now  a dry  patch  of 
property  used  for  drug-dealing  and 
prostitution,  the  Northwest  came  of  20th  and 
Capp  Streets  will  soon  (if  all  goes 
accordingly,  as  early  as  August)  bestow 
healthy  green  foliage,  flowers,  an  improved 
playground,  a communal  garden,  and  perhaps 
even  a immaculate  gazebo.  There  are  dozens 
of  neighbor-made  parks,  especially  the 
Garden  for  the  Environment  in  the  Inner 
Sunset,  developed  through  the  guidance  of 
SLUG'S  professional  architects  and  job- 
training program.  In  December,  the  proposal 
for  Alioto  Mini-Park  (20th  and  Capp’s  title) 
was  accepted  with  enthusiasm  by  the  Dept,  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  after  Martinez's 
presentation  to  the  Commission. 

It  was  inevitable  Pacha  Mama  and  SLUG'S 
convergence  would  occur.  SLUG  has,  for 
years,  provided  unskilled  persons  with 
horticulture  and  construction  training. 
Mohammed  Nuru,  SLUG'S  chief  architect 
pointed  out  that  once  trained,  SLUG  trainees 
go  on  to  work  on  the  numerous  projects  that 
SLUG  designs  for  San  Francisco.  Like 
Martinez,  Nuru  is  acutely  aware  that 


The  Soon-to-be-Transformed  Alioto  Mini-park 

minorities  in  urban  areas  develop  negative 
self  images.  Nuru  left  the  corporate 
architectural  environment  in  Washington 
D.C.  so  he  could  encourage  African- 
Americans  like  himself  to  examine  and  re- 
evaluate their  roles  for  their  culture  and  for 
the  earth. 

After  coordinating  a tour  of  exemplary 
gardens  on  March  6th  and  encouraging 
neighbors  to  participate  in  March  13th's  first 
design  workshop  for  Alioto  Mini-Park,  Nuru 
is  excited  by  how  quickly  things  are  coming 
together.  After  SLUG'S  design  facilitators 
laid  out  a map,  a bi-lingual  booklet  drawn  up 
for  the  occasion  was  passed  out  to  the  47 
participants.  "It  was  great  watching  people 
who  didn't  know  each  other's  name  that 


Photo  by  Collette  Sweeney 

morning,  get  together  and  discuss  and  draw. . 

. create  this  project  on  paper.  We  had  four 
groups  present  their  versions  of  the  project, 
and  we  asked  them  to  present  their  reasons  to 
support  their  work  ...  it  was  really 
something." 

Everyone  involved  in  the  reincarnation  of 
Alioto  Mini-Park  recognizes  the  crime 
problem,  but  Martinez  and  Nuru  both  have 
had  enough  experience  to  be  optimistic.  As 
Martinez  points  out,  "Look  at  what  was  done 
up  at  Hunter's  Point.  It's  a place  that  is 
unsafe,  a lot  of  drug-dealing.  But  the  park  we 
put  in  there  is  untouched.  Nobody  pees  in  it. 
Nobody  dumps  garbage.  It’s  beautiful.  And 
it's  because  the  people  made  it,  the  people 
who  live  around  it." 

On  May  8,  a workshop  on  Alioto  Mini- 
Park  at  SLUG  headquarters  (2088  Oakdale 
Ave.,  in  SF)  will  take  place.  Then,  on  May 
15,  presentation  of  the  final  plan  will  be 
given  to  the  Dept,  of  Parks  and  Recreation, 
for  the  entire  community.  If  you  are 
interested  in  getting  involved  with  the  Alioto 
Mini-Park  or  just  have  questions  concerning 
SLUG,  call  (415)  285-SLUG. 


HOTEL  SUNRISE 

Close  to  BART 
Newly  Remodeled 
All  Rooms  with  Private  Bath 
Kitchenetts  Available 
Daily  and  Weekly 

Cerca  del  BART 

Recien  Remodelado 

Todos  los  Cuartos  con  Banos  Privados 

Hay  Estufas  Pequerias  Disponibles 

Alquiler  por  Dta  0 por  Semana 

447 

Valencia  St.  (415)  431-2211 

□ SUSHI  CAFE 

Country  Station 
Modestly  Priced 


OPEN  MONDAY  - SATURDAY 
LUNCH  12:00  - 4:00  • DINNER  5:30  - 10:00 
SUNDAY  CLOSED 

2140  Mission  Street  'Between  17th  and  18th  ’ (415)  861-0972 


OPEN  7 DAYS 


M.  ■ f 9:30 . 6:30 
SAT  10- 5;30*  SUN  11-5 


□n 

PHOTO 


QUALITY  FILM  DEVELOPING  IN  ONE  HOUR 

• Jumbo  4x6  Prints 

• On-site  Enlargement  to  20  x 30 

• 1 10  - 126  - 135  - 120  Processing 

• Slide  to  Print  & Print  to  Print 

• Instant  Passport  Photos 

• Photo  Studio 


> 


2859  MISSION  St.  (Bet  24th  & 25th  Sts.)  • 648-6698 


GRAND  OPENING  imported  designer  fabrics 

“I  SAW  ELVIS 
HANGING  OUT  AT...” 

SAIFI  0s 
FABRIC,  INC*  Xl 

2093  MISSION  PHONE:  864-3624 

EXPIRES 

20  TO  30  % OFF  10  % MORE  WITH  THIS  AD  4/30/93 


GENERAL 

, PROBLEMS  AT  WORK? 

STRIKE! 

1 ‘ INDUSTRIAL  WORKERS  of  the  WORLD 

\ a member-run  labor  union 

1 095  Market  St . Suite  204  tel  (4 1 5)  863- WOBS 

1*  Uij 

j San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 03  fax  I4 1 5J  626-2685 

ri-jrlWPw1  pr  me 

■ The  \X/obblieS  . . . Low  Due*.  Real  Democracy.  No  Bureaucrats. 

JACKSON 

. USE  YOUR  TAX 
REFUND  IN  3 DAYS 
(refund  anticipation  Loan 
Available) 

• 

Free  electronic  tiling  with 

HEWITT 

paid  preparation  — Fully 
computerized  preparation 

• Call  for  price  quote 

TAX  SERVICE 

Thrift  Town 

2101  Mission  St.  at  17th 

(415)  621-FAST 

IAN  FRANCISCO 
lUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

oreign  and  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 


(415)  285-8588 


• NOW  OPEN  7 DAYS 

• Dependable  Work — Honest  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
’•  A Community-Oriented  People’s  Garage 

• Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Official  California  smog  Station 
611  Florida  Street  (near  18tti  Street)  • San  Francisco  94110 


$10.00 

Off 

Smog 

Test 

• 

Coupon 
Expires 
12/31/93  ' 
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Laugh  and  the  world  laughs  with  you.  Weep  and  you  weep  alone. 

For  the  sad  old  earth  must  borrow  her  Mirth,  But  has  trouble  enough  of  her  own. 

1 Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox  (1855-1919) 


The  following  groups  invite  you  to  be  part  of  their  contingents  and  celebrate  the  Universal  Hymns  of  Spring 
Join  the  cast  of  the  greatest  multicultural  show  ever  celebrated.  Be  a star  in  the  MTV  of  Grand  Parades.  Beain  vour  Mav  Mi 


ALL  AH  WE 


Stunning  array  of  radical,  mythical 
costumes;  "Unity  is  Freedom"  From 
T&T:  Barney  Blaizc  on  giant  King  & 
Queen  & Soca  King-CRAZY  with 
CT&T93  hit  Jump  & Wail  plus 
Tropical  Vibrations.  2nd  overall  in 
C'92  debut.  Stilt  walk?  Donkey  Dance? 
[P-time  4/17,5/16,5/22)  djSW  510/ 
547-2724  Horn's  510/649-8210 


Featuring  world  class  designer  Steven 
Derrick  who  continues  to  reign 
globally  by  threepeating  at  the 
CT&T93  Queen  contest.  Major 
Southbay  participation  and  lots  of 
Caribbean  style  get-togethers.  Six 
costume  sections  plus  guest  sections 
from  Toronto ,NY  & Boston.  Celesse 
510/653-7582  Clmt  408/365-0363 


Mas  Makers  Massive 


nri  Slephnn 
N Tlffonson 


OF  SCREENS  STAGE 


Inheritor  of  the  deep  Oakland  pride  & 
unflagging  spirit  their  name  implies. 
Carnival  Culture  art... theatre,  poetry 
in  motion.  Six  spicy  sections  designed 
by  Mel  Simon  of  Savage  fame  & filled 
by  stars  like  you  from  throughout  the 
hemisphere  The  music  by  Tropical 
Fever  is  sure  to  take  you.  [P-time 
4/25,]  Steve  or  Colleen  510/534-6331 


ANASTACIA  DANCE 

MILL  kGC 

‘“S WILFRED  MARK 

LI f€ 

Help  build  the  first  San  Francisco  Mas 
Camp  in  years  wV'More  folk  and  less 
glitter"  with  six  costume  sections  by 
David  Williams  sections  inc\  Jab  the 
trickster,  Debut  production  by  a 
renowned  instructor.  Join  in  & get  down 
to  earth.  Hand  drums  . Mas  Camp  in  SF  Take  a trip  to  Puerto  Rico  with  dance 


1992 


ESCOLA  NOVA 
DE  SAMBA 


Josephine  Morada 
Chalo  Edwardo 


\YfirK^^a(TofTarr^ 

Oldest  & most  influential  contingent 
invites  you  to  join  them  on  a wondrous 
journey  celebrating  the  body  & soul  to 
the  magic  island  of  Aruanda  which  is 
protected  by  the  Spirits  of  its 
Ancestors.  Incredible  costume  options. 
Chalo  fervor  Mega-kids,  Soundlruck, 
mini-  floats,  batena,  Kokomo  Parties 
Rein:  GG  Park  Jo  4 1 5/66 1 -4798 


F0G0  NA  R0PA 


I^CARLOS  , 

^aceulunq] 


Fogo  & Carlos  know  being  the  Bay 
Area's  best  takes  passion.  Timbalada! 
Palmeira,  a renegade  colony  eventually 
destroyed  by  Brazilian  imperialists. 
Founded  on  principle  that  we  exist  to 
save  our  souls  & give  a better  life  to 
our  children.  Ganga  Zumba  wants  you 
soundtruck,  float,  batena,  MCC  415/ 
821-1  155  Carlos  510/658-4061 


MOCIDADE  ce  LA  & 
GRES.  GINGA  BRAZIL 


LA:  RICARDO  LEUUERS  A LUQNH 
COKSECAU  OAAIASCENO  ■ 
% DENNIS  BROUGHTON  I 


New  from  LA,  A iocidade  has  paraded 
w\  150  members  & hopes  to  bring  75 
up  for  its  joint  production  with  top 
SFschool.  Consecau  is  C'SF's  big  star 
& music  dir.Demiis  has  dominated  the 
C'SF  song  awards.  Mcstrc  Bcicola  can 
sing.  Soundtruck,  float,  batena, kids 
Rhr  60  Brady  SF  Sun  4:00:CD 

ciD/Tio  r\cr> o r\D  a\zi£.a'1  a~u.a 


BATU'  PITLT 


ULTRA  URBAN  ABORICENE 


•KIP  FARRIS 


20th\  Shotwell.  Kitty  415/206-1204 


BIRDS  OF  PARADISE 


— ALEX  SAPORETTI 
•>  IVON  PANDOLFI 


OXUMARE 


filos  & Filhas  de  Gandi 


'6ILDA  MARIA 


MSE  FOOL  PJPPET  INTERVENE 

EaTth : 

K.  Ruby 

| 87 Amy  Christian 

Mm/AmAnt  X4ncin 

BirtK 

0.  l 

Dkums  of; 


Metaphors-street  theatre  at  its  finest  & 
most  ambitious  Be  reborn  through  the  [| 

Giant  Grandmother  Puppet  on  the  A tribute  to  nature,  the  power  of 
Mission  Miracle  Mile  Start  w/  spring  drumming  & the  beauty  of  dance  The 
play  Babel  at  Fillmore  Center/Eddy  C'SF  tradition  of  winning  groups 


and  cultural  ambassador  Ruben. 

Featuring  salsa  plus  mambo,  rumba  & 

Taped  music  &/or  your A11  life  needs  water  & humans  must  Salvador,  Bahia 

Join  soon.  Ruben  now  become  guardians  of  the  oceans,  cigarra  & A.B.A.D.A.  Capoeira  w / stick 

50,  MCC  821-1 155  Famous  for  their  costumes  and  Rio  dancing  415/469-9940  Rehr.  Sun  5:30 

freestyle  fun-for-all  dance.  Several  past  3rdWave  4 15/285-3084 
and  future  kings  & queens  are  regulars 
Marcia  Santana  Rhr  Beth  Abrams 


Camavalesco  Kip  Farris  is  the  Pacific 
Northwest's  greatest  parade  artist/float 
builder.  Now  back  from  music  capital 
of  Brasil-Bahia  w\  exciting  new  sounds 
called  confetti,  outrageous  looks,  giant 
costumes,  & a salute  to  street  life. 
Stunning  debut  in  C'92.  Connect  with  Jacque  Bames,  Margaret  from  Caribec 
Gilda  & you  connect  with  the  rhythms  Dance,  Trio  Electrico,  Floats,  Kip 
& motions  of  the  orixas  or  deities  of  510/540-7408 
Introducing  Marcia 


ATOXE 
from  BAHIA 


BOLIVIAN  CAPORALES 


tOMAR  BARIOS 


SAMBA  DO  CORACAO 


I-  MARY  , 
•dollar 


MASQUED  REVELLERS 


H!  BEATRIX 


WATSON 


Chabot 

College 

HHiSTrlbute  to  the 

“TJim  Munzenrider 

FATHERS 

^0  Qlniuersaf  jBooe 


Multi-cultural  fun  for  all  ages 

Preposterous  costumes.  When  times  get 
. . „ , , 6 deadly 

tough  & hopelessness  seems  near,  you  . . . Al  . . , ... 

. mingle  w\  the  myths  in  grand  tradition 


mid-May  Womyti  in  Red  percussion  splitting  applies  find  many  veteran 

I I |l  lllfil  Ml  ill  1 1 Rehr.  Escola  Nova  here.  Fernando  is  C'SFs  Adding  sections  of  costumed  dancers  to  need  to  reach  out  and  help  others  with 

FillnTore  & Mission-Rec  905-5958  top  percussion  instructor  Callin  all  largest  float  band  on  the  street  in  C93.  love  & compassion.  Mas  camp  in 

HORNS  Float  [Party  5/151  Rehr  Plans  to  develop  Carnival  on  2 sides  of  Richmond  Bea  510/234-8013 

Hayward/San  Mateo  bridge.  Pan  lessons  ■ - ■ — ^ 


Mystic  mystery  from  Oruro,  the  folklonc 
capital  of  Bolivia.  Land  of  the  now 
ubiquitous  Andean  music  and  the  sacred 
Lake  Titicaca.  Famous  Diablada  section 
(Devil  Dancers)  from  LA  featuring  7 
sins.  SF,  SJ  & LA  schools 


(Recital  5/29) 
415/737-0411 


Martha  Viliason 


MKEMO 

jLBAiFP  Sun2-4  60  Brady  4 1 5/826-2588 


LATIN  AMERICAN 
WORKOUT 


JAIME  MARTINEZ 


'CARD/ A VAL 

nv 

1 San  MrautrL 


Jim  415/578-6180 


A WAKING  DREAM 


MISSION  CULTURAL 
CENTER 


ROBERTO  BORREll 


mM 


I S A M B A O 

jDb~*d  MARIA  , MARVIN 

"T  SOUZA  “ MONTENEORO  | 

j j 

I 

• i j ,iU  jj  MCC  celebrate  15  years  as  great  Aquerclla  is  a mix  of  colors,  cultures  & 

Licnen  I f place  for  a Camaval  journey.  Connect  to  race  in  the  finest  C'SF  /Rio  tradition. 


Crowd  favorite  with  very  beautiful 
movements  and  movers  going  all  out 

this  year  with  sections  from  Hawaii,  Great  fun  & fantastic  time  await  you 
Samoa,  Tahiti.  & Maori.  Audition  to  be  recreating  the  San  Miguel,  Salvador  Greetings  Earth  Humans,  join  this  quest  the  Camaval  rhythms  of  our  estranged  Maria  Souza  may  be  C'SF  most  beloved 

part  of  100  performances  per  year  plus  Camaval  experience  multi-cult  Huge  for  self  awareness  through  planetary  neighbor,  Cuba  by  joining  the  renowned  star  Top  singer  Ivson  will  anchor 

travel,  all  welcome  for  huge  49er  flag.  Xuc  music  w / lot  of  jump,  consciousness,  antistrophe  movement,  dance  & music  instructor  Roberto  and  Batucada  w\o  band  Monica  Caldwell  & 

l/2timc  show  in  August  Big  canoe  movement  & festive  rhythms  giant  costumes,  TV  heads  RaRa  voodoo  his  Afro-Cuban  Comparsa  (P-time  5/1  Co.  Soundtruck/Float  Thanks  Bcicola 

percussion  for  C'93  breakthough  Kemo  Float/tapcd  music  Rhr  Taejin's  Val21)  rhythms.  Float,  percussion.  C'92  radical  w/Machete  & John  Santos  ] MCC  (BC&A)  for  1123  Monroe  in  Albany 


510/758-0770 


CGhormley  821-0188 


amazement  award  4 1 5/62 1-3571 


415/821-1155 


Rhrs  Sun  3:30  MS  510/548-1310 


I 


PERFORMING 

COMPANIES 


IT  BEGINS 
WITH  THE 
CHILDREN 

— j 


Los  Matlachines  Esplendor  Xipetotec  Teokalli  Azteca  Santa  Cruz  Steel  Camaval  of  Clowns  Jamaican  Association  & Much  Much  More 


Bryant  e.  Potrero  Middle  School.  J.Denman  M.S.  AptosM.S.  Horace  Mann  M.S.  Pollicita  M.S.  PlumfieldS 


1%  Buena  Vista  E.  Fairmont  E.  Sanchez  E. 


Volunteers  Needed*?  nip's  ^5,  ^ 

A A rr*  A Mission  Economic  & festival  or  ball  production  contact  I 
•ViLV^M Cultural  Association  Victoria  Of  MECA  at  415/826-1401  * 


earth  Hock 

Atme  C 93  fetfivol 
Info:  Glorio  of  MfCA 


Wilson  H.S  McAteer  H.S. 


RICHMOND 


center  for  the 
performlrxi  arts 


hvdmik  mGet  readY  new  mission  news 
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Call  Victor  Miller  415/  695-8702 
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NEW  MISSION  NEWS 


APRIL  1993 


You  ve  never  re  Ally  tried  MEXICAN  FOOD  until  route  been  tv 


Puerto  Alegre  Restaurant  No.  1 


now  serving  the 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

in  the  Bay  Area 


546  Valencia  St.  255-8201 


GO  SEE  GABINO  PALOMARES 


USED  BOOKS 

BOOK  SEARCH  SERVICE: 

5 72  Valencia 
Sas]  fgAbOSCOj  CA 
9hii  o 

(4'5>  963  - 7V3 

/2.-7  PM 

S&VCM  PAVS  A WEtK 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


Internationally  known  singer/composer 
Gabino  Palomares,  one  of  the  leading  lights 
of  the  Mexican  and  Latin  American  Nueva 
Cancion  (New  Song)  Movement,  will 
perform  at  the  Hawthorne  School 
Auditorium,  located  on  Folsom  Street 
(between  22nd  and  23rd),  on  Saturday,  April 
3,  at  8:00  PM.  Gabino  has  released  9 albums 


and  many  of  his  songs  , such  as  ‘La 
Maldicion  de  Malinche,’  have  been  translated 
into  several  languages.  Guest  artists 
performing  with  Gabino  will  be  Enrique 
Ramirez,  Ronald  Rosario,  Ernesto  Jimenez 
and  Freddy  Franco.  For  ticket  information 
call  550-1101. 


BE  A CLOWN 


Many  teenagers  tired  of  drive  by 
shootings,  gangs  and  dope  dealers  have 
thought  about  running  away  and  joining  the 
circus.  Here’s  their  chance  to  do  just  that  and 
get  paid  for  it!  MAKE*A*CIRCUS,  a twenty 
year-old  traveling  performance  company  is 
looking  for  kids,  14-19,  interested  in  learning 
the  fine  old  circus  arts  of  juggling,  stilt 
walking,  tumbling  and  clowning. 

The  free  ten  week  after  school  circus 
training  workshops  are  open  to  all  teenagers 
enrolled  in  school  who  are  able  to  attend 
every  class  and  are  available  for  summer 


employment.  At  the  end  of  the  workshop,  20 
qualified  teens  will  be  offered  salaried 
positions  with  the  MAKE* A* CIRCUS 
summer  touring  company,  where  they  will 
assist  backstage,  perform  in  a teen  revue  and 
work  with  younger  kids  in  the  audience. 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  April  13th 
for  workshop  classes  which  run  April  13th  to 
June  18th.  Call  Patricia  Howard  at  776-8477, 
or  write  to  MAKE*A*CIRCUS,  Fort  Mason 
Building  C,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123,  for 
applications  or  more  information. 


JOIN  THE  " S.F.  PEACE  CORPS." 


The  San  Francisco  Urban  Services  League, 
a local  version  of  the  U S Peace  Corps,  is 
currently  seeking  qualified  young  adults  for 
nine  months  of  employment  in  San  Francisco 
social  services  organizations.  Twenty 
Service  Project  members  will  be  selected 
from  colleges  and  community  organizations 
in  the  San  Francisco  area  to  work  in  a variety 
of  programs  dealing  with  the  problems  of 
contemporary  urban  life.  Beginning  in- 
September  1993  and  running  until  May  1994, 
this  initial  pilot  program  will  pay  members 
$250.00  per  week,  provide  medical  insurance 
and  award  a $3,000.00  savings  certificate  to 
those  completing  the  program,  a total  of 
$11,500.00  for  nine  months. 

The  corps  members  working  in  six  teams  of 


three  and  team  of  two,  will  work  with  local 
organizations  such  as  Glide  Memorial 
Church,  the  Shanti  Project,  the  Episcopal 
Sanctuary,  Catholic  Charities,  the  San 
Francisco  AIDS  Foundation,  and  Project 
Open  Hand. 

Service  League  organizers  hope  their 
efforts  will  “provide  a model  that  will 
encourage  other  cities  to  create  their  own 
urban  service  projects."  The  initial  program 
is  budgeted  at  $370,000,  which  is  currently 
being  raised  through  commitments  from 
private  foundations  and  corporations. 

All  interested  young  people  should  write  to 
Urban  Service  Project,  704  Sansome  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94111. 


CELEBRATE  VOLUNTEER  WEEK 


Volunteers  are  vital  to  the  delivery  of 
many  important  non-profit  services  in  the 
Bay  Area  and  Volunteer  Week  is  a chance  to 
not  only  recognize  this  effort,  but  to 
encourage  others  to  become  involved. 

The  Points  of  Light  Foundation  in 
conjunction  with  about  400  local  and  State 
Volunteer  Centers  is  celebrating  volunteers 
and  the  skills  they  share  by  sponsoring 


National  Volunteer  Week  from  April  18-24. 

This  comes  as  the  nation  prepares  to 
celebrate  the  94.2  million  volunteers  who  do 
everything  from  counseling  misguided  teens 
to  working  with  the  hungry  and  the  homeless. 

A Presidential  Proclamation  reminding  the 
nation  of  the  contributions  made  by 
volunteers  is  expected  to  be  one  of  the 
highlights  of  National  Volunteer  Week. 
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Governors  and  other  elected  officials  around 
the  country  are  also  expected  to  issue 
statements  endorsing  the  week's  significance. 

Volunteers  in  and  around  San  Francisco 
have  helped  raise  millions  of  dollars  in  recent 
years,  and  their  contributions  will  be  honored 


at  a number  of  Bay  Area  events.  If  you  wish 
to  find  out  more  about  the  local  activities 
taking  place  during  National  Volunteer  week, 
call  Rob  Stengel  at  the  Volunteer  Center  of 
San  Francisco  (982-8999). 


OPEN  YOUR  HEARTS  AND  MINDS 


This  film  may  not  raise  the  controversy 
that  the  eye-opening  "Hearts  and  Minds"  did 
in  this  country  while  the  war  in  Vietnam  was 
still  being  fought,  but  actor-director  Tiana 
Thi  Nga's  documentary  "From  Hollywood  to 
Hanoi"  is  fully  as  important.  It  plays  at  The 
Roxie  Cinema,  16th  Street  near  Valencia, 
April  2 through  9,  and  hopefully  will  return. 

Her  film  is  about  herself  and  her  bi- 
culturalism,  about  her  family  and  their 
resistance  to  accepting  the  war's  outcome  and 
present  government  of  Vietnam,  and,  most 
importantly,  about  the  American  public's 
ignorance  and  neglect  of  Vietnam  and 
Southeast  Asia  since  the  fall  of  Saigon. 

"Hollywood  to  Hanoi"  in  fact  us 
documentary  footage  from  "Hearts  and 


Minds,"  in  no-punches-pulled  scenes  from 
the  war,  intercut  with  Tiana  Thi  Nga's 
touching,  sometimes  very  funny  exploration 
of  her  homeland.  She  visits  with  young 
women  wanting  to  be  more  "American,"  she 
talks  with  outcast  Amerasians  in  Vietnam, 
she  is  dined  by  General  and  Mrs.  Giap  in 
Hanoi. 

As  we  juggle  to  help  the  Russians  and 
other  Europeans  in  their  political  and 
economic  crises  after  the  "Cold"  war,  we  owe 
it  to  ourselves  to  re-open  our  own  hearts  and 
minds  to  the  long  trials  of  the  Vietnamese 
since  the  shooting  war  ended  in  1975.  This 
excellent  film,  the  first  major  film  on  the 
subject  made  by  a Vietnamese,  is  a good 
start. 


REVITALIZE  16th  ST 


The  newly  formed  16th  Street 
Neighborhood  Revitalization  Association 
will  be  sponsoring  a free  panel  discussion 
Thursday,  April  29th  at  7:00  PM,  at 
Creativity  Explored,  3245  16th  Street.  The 
topic  for  discussion  will  be  how  the 
community  is  bettering  itself  through  the  arts. 
In  attendance  will  be  several  groups  that 
sponsor  artistic  activities  for  the  community. 

St.  John’s  Tutoring,  located  a 1661  15th 
Street,  is  an  organization  that  offers  after- 
school tutoring,  visual  arts,  and  theatre  to 
kids  suffering  from  difficulties  at  school, 
home  or  in  their  environment.  Program 
Coordinator,  Ethel  Newlin,  will  be  leading 
the  group  of  7-14  year-old  children  as  they 
perform  a series  of  sketches  about  these 


issues  in  the  context  of  a coffee  shop  cafe. 

Listen  to  Our  Elders  Listen  to  Our 
Children,  located  at  183  Shipley  Street,  is  an 
organization  that  facilitates  inter-generational 
community  activities.  Senior  citizens  and 
students  from  the  Marshall  School  will  show 
a 15  minute  documentary  about  themselves. 
Jennifer  Swan,  the  Director  of  the  program, 
will  be  representing  this  organization. 

Friendship  House,  located  at  80  Julian 
Avenue,  is  a treatment  center  for  Native 
Americans  addicted  to  drugs  and  alcohol. 
Helen  Wankazoo,  the  Executive  Director, 
will  be  representing  this  organization  and 
showing  the  arts  and  crafts  that  result  from 
activities  there. 


HAVE  A ROTTING  EARTH  DAY 


ou  have  heard  about,  read  about,  and 
thought  about  composting  for  many  moons. 
But  you  have  not  started  to  DO  it  yet.  Oh... 
you  know,  composting  bins  cost  too  much  to 
buy,  takes  too  much  work  to  build...  No  need 
to  fret  about  it.  For  this  Earth  Day,  treat 
yourself  to  a special  offer.  Get  a bargain 
Compost  bin.  The  bin  - the  SoilSaver  - 
normally  retails  for  $100.00,  but  you  can 
order  it  for  $35.00  ONLY.  That's  a $65.00 
savings. 

This  ground-breaking  program  is  spon- 
sored by  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco's  Recycling  Program  and 
administered  by  SLUG,  the  San  Francisco 
League  of  Urban  Gardeners. 

What's  the  Bin  Like? 

The  bin  is  made  of  50%  recycled  black 
plastic,  stands  2'  5"  high  by  2'  2"  square; 
weighs  about  30  pounds  and  holds  12  cubic 
feet  of  materials.  The  SoilSaver  is  considered 
the  best  bin  available  for  food  and  yard 
wastes. 

How  do  I Order  It? 


Call  SLUG'S  Rotline,  285-7585  and 
indicate  you  want  an  order  form  for  the  bin; 
leave  your  name  and  address.  Once  you  get 
the  order  form,  fill  it  out;  enclose  check  or 
money  order  for  $35.00.  Send  it  back  to 
SLUG. 

How  will  I get  the  bin? 

UPS  will  deliver  the  bin  to  your  home  4 to 
6 weeks  after  you  send  in  the  order  form  and 
the  check. 

Will  I know  how  to  use  it? 

Instructions  for  assembly  and  how  to  start 
composting  will  be  included  with  the  bin.  It 
takes  about  15  minutes  to  assemble  the  bin. 
In  addition,  a schedule  of  workshops  that 
shows  you  the  simple  steps  to  composting 
with  the  SoilSaver  will  be  delivered  with  the 
bin. 

Please  Note:  Be  sure  to  call  and  order 
early.  Bin  quantities  are  limited.  Bins  will  be 
available  on  a first  come,  first  serve  basis. 
The  Recycling  Program  and  SLUG  made  this 
special  offer  last  fall,  and  within  a month, 
600  bins  were  snatched  up  by  compost 
enthusiasts. 


FIND  A PRESCHOOL 


A new  publication  by  Vera  Obermeyer  and 
Lori  Rifkin  offers  information  on  150 
licensed  public  and  private  preschools. 
Descriptions  include  school  and  class  size, 
school  hours,  extended  care  and  vacation 
programs,  school  philosophy,  goals  and 
curriculum,  admission  procedures,  special 
education  provisions  and  private  school  fee 
schedules. 

Preschools  are  described  and  classified  as 
follows:  parent  cooperative,  independent, 
Montessori,  agency  and  religiously  affiliated, 
Head  Start,  California  State,  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District  Child  Development 
and  Prekindergarten  programs,  and  special 
education  centers.  A Zip  code  index  also  lists 
preschools  by  neighborhood. 

The  authors  have  a total  of  fifty  years  of 
experience  in  Bay  Area  education  as 


teachers,  school  psychologists,  administrators 
and  workshop  leaders.  They  are  in  private 
practice  as  educational  consultants  and 
psychotherapists. 

The  book  will  help  parents  select  quality 
preschools  that  will  make  a good  match  for 
their  child  and  family.  It  may  be  ordered 
from  Learning  Associates,  2465  Union 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123  for  $18.20 
including  tax  and  handling. 
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Offset  Photography 
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featuring  People's  Poet 
Raymond  Nat  Turner 

Damon  Bramble,  son 
Phillip  Byers,  drums 
David  Ewell,  bass 
Zigi  Lowenborg,  guest  poet 
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Q DAY:  REMEMBERING  THE  BIG  ONE 

Hr 


the  dynamiting  of  the  northern  side  of  20th 
St.  the  fire  was  halted. 


Besides  their  annual  ritual  and  a small 
display  at  Mission  Dolores,  the  only  Mission 
District  memorial  to  the  ’06  disaster  is  at  740 


ril  18th  will  be  the  87th  anniversary  of 
the  great  fire  and  earthquake  of  1906.  The 
Mission  sustained  considerable  damage 
from  the  big  shake,  but  it  was  the  fire  that  fol- 
lowed that  destroyed  nearly  every  building 
between  Dolores  and  Howard  (now  South 
Van  Ness),  and  from  20th  St.  to  12th  St. 
Notable  exceptions  to  the  devastation  were 
the  Tanforan  Cottages,  dating  back  to  1850, 
at  15th  and  Dolores,  the  Spreckles  Mansion 
at  573  South  Van  Ness,  and  Mission  Dolores. 

Between  the  1860’s  and  the  1880’s  the 
Mission  was  the  site  of  an  extensive  and 
rather  shoddy  landfill  campaign  that 
eliminated  some  small  creeks  and  lakes  and 
eventually  covered  450  acres.  The  sloppi- 
ness of  the  Mission  fill  techniques  con- 
tributed to  the  degree  the  earth  shifted,  and 
caused  the  rupture  of  a vital  water  main, 
frustrating  efforts  to  stop  the  fire  storm 
raging  in  from  South  of  Market  on  April 
19th. 

In  the  path  of  the  fire  lay  the  ruins  of  the 
Valencia  Hotel,  once  a four  story  structure 
collapsed  to  a one  story  structure  by  tne 
quake.  The  destruction  of  the  Valencia 
Hotel,  located  at  the  southern  edge  of  filled 
over  Laguna  de  Manantial  was  the  greatest 
single  cause  of  lass  of  life  in  the  Mission,  kill- 
ing 30-80  people  trapped  in  the  wreckage, 
many  of  whom  drowned  in  the  waters  of  the 
broken  main.  The  exact  number  is  unknown 
since  rescue  efforts  were  thwarted  by  the  on 
coming  fire  which  incinerated  everything  in 
its’  way. 

A Tire  hydrant  connected  to  an  old 
cistern  at  20th  and  Church  proved  to  be  in 
working  order,  but  the  fire  horses  were  too 
exhausted  to  pull  their  engines  up  the  steep 
grade.  Bystanders  and  fire  crews  had  to  haul 
the  engines  up  the  hill  themselves  with  what 
the  Chronicle  called  a "rush  and  a hurrah." 
With  water  available  to  fight  the  flames  and 


Today  the  sharply  demarcated  architec- 
tural styles  along  20th  St.,  especially  north  of 
Valencia  (Victorian  on  the  southside,  post- 
victorian  on  the  northside)  constitute  an  im- 
pressive monument  to  the  fight  fought  near- 
ly nine  decades  ago.  Every  April  18th  at 
6:00am,  a few  remaining  Earthquake  and 
Fire  survivors  (usually  arriving  by  limo),  and 
local  history  buffs  gather  to  paint  the  lucky 
hydrant  gold. 


Valencia  St.,  the  site  of  the  Valencia  Hotel 
where  a garage  was  constructed  in  1916. 
Today  the  1916  garage  is  home  to  Discount 
Brake  and  Clutch.  A tableau  of  striking  his- 
torical photographs,  including  the  famous 
shot  featured  on  this  page,  a map  of  the  old 
lake  and  creek  sites  and  some  well  re- 
searched Quake  notes  cover  a wall  of  the  cus- 
tomer waiting  room.  Ron  Mallia,  President 


of  Discount  Brake  and  Clutch,  and  employee 
Terri  Zucker  are  responsible  for  the  piece 
which  gives  their  enterprise  the  kind  of  real 
San  Francisco  feel  that  other  establishments 
would  do  well  to  emulate. 

Ifyou  know  of  any  other  survivals  or  his- 
toric comemoratives  from  within  the  Mission 
District’s  fire  zone,  we’d  like  to  hear  from 
you.  Please  contact  us  at  New  Mission  News, 
777  Valencia  St.,  SF,  CA  94110. 

Victor  Miller 


San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415  • 282  • 4271 


A Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  Bar  In  The 
Heart  Of  San  Francisco's  New  Bohemia 

540  Valencia  Street  (between  16th  & I7tn  St.).  San  Francisco 
864-2419  • Open  everyday  until  2 am 
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WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  THANK  OUR  PATRONS  FOR  VOTING  "EL  NUEVO  FRUTILANDIA"  AS  THE  BEST  CUBAN 
RESTAURANT  IN  THE  BAY  AREA.  AS  PUBLISHED  IN  THE  "BAY  GUARDIAN" 


FEEL  PAIN? 


THINK 

ACUPUNCTURE 


For  treatment  of 

• Chronic  & Recurring  Pain 

• Sprains,  Strains  & Injuries 

• Tom  Muscles 

For  Pain  of 

• Back 

• Arms  & Legs 

• Stomach  a***' 

•Neck  ***  v 

• Migraines 

Sally  McMullen,  Certified  Acupuncturist 
550-7732  !> 

120  - 27th  St.  San  Francisco 
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NEW  MISSION  CLOSES 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


ONE  STOP  FOR  ALL  OF  ASIA 

THE  BEST  IN  THAI,  JAPANESE,  CHINESE  & KOREAN  FOOD 


'Zifac/ii 


By  Richard  Reineccius 

A*  the  scaffolding  was  being  dismantled 
inside  the  Timothy  Pflueger-designed 
Paramount  Theatre,  The  New  Mission,  in  the 
heart  of  the  neighborhood  on  Mission  Street 
near  22nd.  Someone  forgot  to  put  up  the  last 
letter,  leaving  a marquee  saying  simply 
"CLOSE,"  with  no  posted  explanation. 
Neighboring  businesses  were  taken  by 
surprise. 

Mary  Pickford  starred  in  the  silent  "Poor 
Little  Peppina"  when  the  theatre  opened  with 
great  fanfare  in  early  May  of  1916,  and  the 
district  was  as  attractive  as  any  in  the  city  for 
its  entertainment  ambiance.  Pflueger  and  his 
staff  had  actually  used  the  older  Mission 
Theatre  as  the  lobby  for  the  1800  seat  house, 
touted  as  the  " largest  theatre  in  the  West 
built  exclusively  for  the  showing  of  motion 
pictures,"  in  the  press.  It  featured  a state  of 
the  art  pipe  organ,  a 12-piece  orchestra,  and  - 
get  this-  'free  child  care  in  the  adjoining 
garden  playground"  for  daytime  patrons. 
Missionites,  as  we  were  called  then,  thronged 
to  the  area  on  its  several  street  car  lines,  for 
affordable  shopping,  parks,  and  many  live 
motion  picture  theatres. 

But  The  Mission  is  in  the  midst  of  hard 
times.  All  the  larger  film  houses  are  now 
closed,  leaving  only  two  places  in  the  district 
to  see  movies,  the  Spanish-language  Tower 
on  Mission  and  the  art  house  Roxie  Cinema 
on  16th  Street.  Their  operators  say  the  reality 
of  conditions  makes  it  very  hard  to  draw 
audiences  after  the  sun  goes  down. 
According  to  Lorenzo  Martin,  owner  of  The 
Tower,  "night  times  business  is  down  the 
tubes"  for  any  kind  of  shop  or  restaurant. 
Martin,  who  managed  the  New  Mission 
before  taking  over  The  Tower,  also  blames 
the  film  distribution  business.  "The  small 
film  companies  are  gone,"  he  says,  "and  the 


31  1 1 1 6th  St.  1 1AM  - 1 1PM 

(next  to  Valencia  St.)  7 days 


SPECIALIZING  IN  VEGETARIAN  DISHES 


0NE  DOLLAR  OFF 

Purchase  any  pound  of  coffee  with  this  coupon. 


NOT  GOOD  WITH  ANY  OTHER  OFFER 


2411  California 
1038  Valencia 


big  ones  like  UA  and  AMC  won't  let 
independent  operators  have  popular  films, 
and  they  don't  want  to  take  the  risk  of 
investing  in  improving  operating  houses  in 
the  inner  city  neighborhoods  they  perceive  as 
risky."  AMC,  he  noted,  is  building  a twelve 
screen  cinema  at  Yerba  Buena  Center. 

Bill  Banning  of  The  Roxie  thinks  the  City 
and  neighbors  could  improve  the 
neighborhood  ambiance  without  waiting  for 
outside  investors.  "Foot  patrols,"  he  says, 
"with  beat  cops  who  get  to  know  both  the 
merchants  and  the  street  people,  would  help 
right  away."  The  police  koban  on  Mission  at 
16th,  he  notes,  "looks  like  a tourist 
information  office.  And  besides,  there's 
almost  never  anybody  in  it."  He  also  feels 
that  "city  agencies  like  the  Redevelopment 
Agency  should  really  start  paying  attention  to 
rebuilding  attractive  shopping  and  nightlife 
areas  like  The  Mission."  Ricardo  Noguera  of 
Mission  Economic  Development  Association 
, echoed  Banning's  sentiments,  advocating 
help  for  film  and  live  theatres  as  anchors  for 
the  neighborhood's  revitalization. 

Cinema  Cal,  with  offices  in  Concord,  is 
the  most  recent  operator  of  The  New 
Mission.  Manager  Dale  Davison  did  not 
return  phone  calls  about  the  closing  of  the 
theatre. 


It’s  true,  it’s  true...  oh  what  a fool  are 
you.  You  multiply...  but  you  can’t  take  it  with 
you  when  you  die.  How  big  can  you  get.,  can 
you  get,.,  can  you  get?  The  bigger  you  get, 
the  more  you  upset.  The  more  you  upset 
makes  the  more  that  you  fret.  How  big  can 
you  get?  How  big  can  you  get? 
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AWAV 


The  Mission  Cultural  Center  is 
brimming  with  life:  people  dodge  in  and  out 
of  offices,  a pile  of  crepe  paper  Mayan  masks 
lies  waiting  for  a performance,  a massive  art 
show  on  The  Heart  fills  a large  gallery,  a 
room  full  of  couples  practice  the  tango  - 
everywhere  activity. 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center  is  hosting  the 
"Obie"  (Off-Broadway)  award-winning 
theater  group  Repertorio  Espanol,  April  22- 
25,  for  a production  of  Botanica,  to  be 
performed  in  Spanish.  Produced  by  Gilberto 
Zaldivar,  the  co-founder  of  Repertorio 
Espanol  and  directed  by  Manuel  Martin,  this 
limited  engagement  production  will  be  an 
exciting  evening  for  a Spanish  speaking 
audience  as  well  as  an  English  speaking  one. 

Written  by  Dolores  Prida,  Botanica  is  a 
comedy  performed  in  Spanish  about  three 
generations  of  Puerto  Rican  women  living  in 
the  East  Harlem  barrios  of  New  York  City. 
The  grandmother,  played  by  the  award- 
winning Ofelia  Gonzalez  (the  only  actress 
ever  to  have  received  an  "Obie"  for  a Spanish 
language  performance),  and  her  daughter, 
played  by  Ana  Margarita  Martinez-Casado, 
own  and  run  the  botanica  garden  store  called 
"La  Ceiba,"  named  for  a giant,  magical, 
green  tree  that  grows  in  the  Caribbean.  The 
store  offers  more  than  plants,  herbs  and 
remedies  to  those  seeking  help  physically  or 
emotionally:  it  offers  the  secrets  of  a culture. 

One  day,  the  grandmother  (Dona 
Genoveva),  falls  sick  and  can  no  longer  run 
La  Ceiba.  Milagros  or  Millie,  her 
granddaughter  (Iliana  Guibert),  a modern, 
well-educated  young  woman,  calls  a real 
estate  broker  to  prospect  on  the  property. 
What  can  she  get  for  it?  Recently  graduated 
from  an  Ivy-league  school  and  trained  as  a 
banker,  Millie  is  ready  to  work  in  the  tough 
competitive  world  of  Wall  Street.  She  has  no 
desire  to  take  over  the  responsibilities  of  the 
botanica  and  wants  to  leave  the  traditions  of 
the  past  behind  her. 

Recovering,  Dona  Genoveva  returns  and 
attempts  to  initiate  Millie  into  the  secrets  and 
techniques  of  the  botanica.  She  hopes  that 
Millie  will  carry  on  her  work.  Upon  hearing 
Millie's  belief  that  "money  is  the  only  spirit 
that  matters,"  Dona  Genoveva  falls  faint  and 
is  taken  to  the  hospital.  In  the  ensuing  story, 
Millie  re-examines  her  sense  of  identity  and 
responsibilities  to  her  family  and  people. 

Filled  with  characters  from  the 
"neighborhood,"  bi-lingual  saints,  wisemen, 
lovers  and  fools,  Botanica  is  a lively  play.  A 
humorous  and  witty  writer,  Ms.  Prida  uses 


the  language  of  the  people  to  convey  her 
messages.  A play  with  many  themes, 
Botanica  clearly  delivers  one  thought:  grow 
out  from  your  deeply  buried  roots,  but  do  not 
cut  yourself  off  from  them.  Instead  develop 
your  traditions  to  produce  a new  future  in  a 
new  land. 

Repertorio  Espanol,  which  performs  more 
than  300  shows  a year  nationally  and 
internationally,  is  very  excited  to  bring  this 
play  to  the  Mission  and  especially  to  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center.  "We  have  tried  for 
10  years  to  perform  here,"  says  the  producer 
and  co-founder  of  the  repertory,  Gilberto 
Zaldivar.  "There's  nothing  like  this  in  New 
York." 

The  show  will  be  at  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center's  Teatro  Mision,  2868  Mission  Street, 
April  22-25th,  Thursday  through  Sunday,  at 
8:30  PM,  with  a matinee  Saturday,  April  24th 
at  2:00  PM.  Tickets  are  $12-515.  Phone: 
(415)  695-6970. 

Tracy  S wed  low 


Mission  District 
Home  Owners 

Do  you  need: 

* A new  roof 

* Sewer  repairs 

* New  rear  stairs 

* Electrical  repairs 

* Hot  Water 

* To  correct  a Code  Violation 

If  you  own  and  occupy  your  own  home  and 
your  income  fall  within  certain  guidelines 
you  may  qualify  for  a City  sponsored  CERF 
loan. 

(Example:  a family  of  four  may  make  up  to 
$39,920  per  year). 

How  ihc  Loan  program  works:  The  maximum  amount 
of  the  loan  is  $7,500  and  the  minimum  is  $250.  The 
Loans  are  interest-free,  deferred  payment^ecured 
by  a deed  of  trust  benefiting  the  City,  and  due  and 
payable  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title  to  the 
property  or  termination  of  the  owner's  occupancy. 
You  may  be  required  to  provide  information  to  the 
City  to  substantiate  that  the  property  remains  owner 
occupied  and  is  not  being  used  as  a rental. 

For  more  information  call:  Lucy  Pineda  at 
Mission  Housing  Development  (a> 

(415)  864-6432. 


Obie  Award-Winning  Cast  of  "Botanica" 


CINCO  DE  MAYO 
CORONATION  BALL 

Sunday,  April  25,  1993  • 2-6pm 

Fashion  Center  • 699  Eighth  Street,  SF  (between 
Brannan  & Townsend) 

Admission:  $15/General,  SlO/Seniors, 
$5/Children  (under  12) 


RAZATHON 


CINCO  DE  MAYO 
FESTIVAL 

Saturday  & Sunday,  May 
1 & 2 

11am-7pm  • Civic 
Center  Plaza,  SF 
Saturday's 
Entertainment: 

Charanda  Band 
(Banda),  Ram 
Herrera  & 

The  Outlaws 
(Tex-Mex), 

Tepic  Musical 
(Banda),  Los 
Rehenes 
(Cumbias/ 

Romanticas), 

Adalberto 
(Tex-Mex), 

Los  llustres  (Banda-Cumbia),  Brisa  86 
(Banda-Cumbia) 

Sunday's  Entertainment:  Lighter  Shade  of 
Brown  (Latin  Rap),  Paper  Boy,  La  India  (Salsa), 
Marc  Anthony 

Admission:  $4/General , $1 /Seniors, 
Children  under  12  Free 
The  Festival  will  feature  the  very  popular 
Health  Pavilion  and  an  Education  Pavilion  with 
representatives  from  local  schools,  educational 
program  information  and  much  more. 
There  will  also  be  food  booths,  arts  and  crafts, 
and  carnival  rides  for  the  kids. 


Healthy  High  Five  Run  & Skate 
"Salud  Es  Poder/Health  Is  Power" 
Saturday,  May  1 

8am  registration  • Race  Starts  9am 
Lake  Merced,  SF 

Parking  area.  Lake  Merced  Blvd.  at  Sunset  Blvd. 
$10  Advance  • $15  Race  Day 
Registration  includes  t-shirt,  free  entrance  to 
Cinco  De  Mayo  Festival  and  entry  into 
Sweepstakes  Drawing  for  Two  Round-Trip 
Airline  Tickets  to  Mexico  and  other  prizes 


CINCO  DE  MAYO 
PARADE 

Sunday,  May  2 • 11am 

Starts  at  24th  Street  and  Bryant 
to  Civic  Center,  SF 

Fabulous  Floats  • Marching  Units  • Charros 
& mucho  masl  Parade  Seating  Available 


Produced  by  MECA/Mission  Economic  Cultural  Association 
For  more  information,  call  the  Cinco  de  Mayo  Hotline:  <415)  647-8622 
Funded  in  part  by  Grants  for  the  Arts. 


If  OFT  £#  a*w 


TEATRO  MISION  HOSTS  REPERTORIO  ESPANOL 
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3117  16th  (at  Valencia)  663-1087 


□ Sat  & Sun — April  17  & 18 

Tribute  to  Mario  Bava! 

The  Roxie  is  proud  lo  present  the  first  American  retrospective  ot  Mario 
Bava  (1914-1980),  one  ot  the  founders  of  the  Italian  horror  film  and 
surely  its  greatest  stylist  Artisan,  inventor  and  magician,  Bava's  work 
mixes  deliriously  beautiful  mise-en-scene  with  haunting  evocations 
and  often  brutal  violence 


□ Mon&Tue  — April  19  & 20 
SUSIE  BRIGHT'S  PORN 
PREVIEW! 

Susie  Bright,  San  Francisco's  own  reigning  princess  ot  porn,  presents 
tantalizing  clips  from  Good  Vibrations'  new  spring  line  of  erotic  and 
educational  movies  You'll  get  a sneak  preview  ol  videos  you'll  want  to 
own  or  rent  during  the  long  steamy  summer  months  ahead  From  new 
feminist  erotica  to  yuppie  smut  to  the  latest  in  computer-enhanced 
porn  to  rediscovered  classics  from  the  golden  age  of  adult  videos! 

-J  MON  & TUE  at  7:00  & 9:15 

J SPECIAL  ADMISSION  OF  $10 

J SUSIE  BRIGHT  IN  PERSON  AT  ALL  SHOWS! 


□ Fri  • April  9 — Thur  • April  1 5 

MATCH  FACTORY  GIRL 

Iris  is  a lonely  young  woman,  trapped  in  a dead-end  job  in  a grimy 
Helsinki  match  factory  Suffering  even  worse  abuse  at  home,  where 
she  is  forced  to  pay  rent  to  and  wait  on  her  exploitative  mother  and 
stepfather,  her  homelife  is  a nightmare  of  Kafkaesque  proportions.  As 
for  her  social  life,  the  reticent  Ins  is  always  the  only  woman  to  leave  a 
dance  or  a bar  unescorted  Then  Iris  buys  a stylish  red-flowered  dress 
for  the  upcoming  weekend  This  time  a handsome  stranger  asks  her 
to  dance,  then  to  his  apartment  afterwards  Seduced  and  then  cal- 
lously abandoned,  she  soon  finds  herself  pregnant  Despairing  but 
desiring  love.  Iris  and  her  story  move  to  a chilling,  darkly  funny, 
inexorable  conclusion,  "MAGNIFICENT1  Heartbreaking  until  it  turns 
outrageously  lunnyi’-Caryn  James,  New  York  Times  Kaurismaki's 
masterpiece  to  date'"  - Dave  Kehr,  Chicago  Tribune  Written,  pro- 
duced and  directed  by  Aki  Kaunsmaki  In  Color.  35mm  70  mins.  1990 
In  Finnish,  with  English  subtitles. 

J WEST  COAST  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 
J NIGHTLY  at  6:30, 8:00  & 9:45,  additional  Sat,  Sun,  Wed  mats 
at  2:30  & 4:45 


Saturday: 

BLACK  SABBATH 

Boris  Karloff  hosts  this  trilogy  of  tales  about  the  dead  returning  to  wreak 
revenge  upon  the  living  The  outstanding  episode  stars  Karloff  as  a 
"Wurdalak ",  a peculiarly  Serbian  species  ot  vampire  the  specializes  in 
incest.  Also  stars  mark  Damon  and  Michele  Mercier  In  Color  35mm 
99  mins.  1963 
J SAT  at  1.00  & 6:30 


□ Wed  • April  21 

ROCK  HUDSON'S  HOME 

MOVIES 

Rock  Hudson  returns  from  the  grave  to  expose  the  crushing  weight  of 
secret  identity  within  the  movies'  roleplaying.  Cruising  through  a roller 
coaster  of  clips  from  Hudson's  Hollywood  movies,  this  hysterical  yet 
moving  film  smashes  the  boundanes  between  reel  life  and  real  life 
EXTRAORDINARY  INGENIOUS  AND  REVELATORY  -New  York 
Press.  Produced,  written  and  directed  by  Mark  Rappaport  In  Color  & 
B&W  16mm/Video  63  mms  1992 
J PLUS  a short  film  to  be  announced! 

J WED  at  2:00,4:00,  6:15,  8:00  & 9:45 


BLACK  SUNDAY 

Bava's  most  famous  film  was  not  only  his  debut  as  solo  director,  but 
was  also  the  launching  pad  for  Barbara  Steele's  phenomenal  following 


as  a continental  star.  Steele  plays  a dual  role  of  a princess  threatened 
by  an  ancestral  resurrected  witch  Also  stars  John  Richardson  In 
B&W  35mm  83  mms  1960 

J SAT  at  3:00  & 8:20 


KILL  BABY  KILL 

The  ghost  of  a child  returns  to  destroy  the  townsfolk  who  let  her  die 
years  before  One  of  Bava's  most  atmospheric  and  chilling  works,  it 
inspired  none  other  than  Federico  Fellini's  TOBY  DAMMIT  Stars 
Giacomo  Rossi-Stuart  and  Erica  Blanc  In  Color.  35mm.  83  mms. 
1966 

J SAT  at  4:45  & 10:00 


HERCULES  IN  THE  HAUNTED 
WORLD 

Hercules  descends  into  Hell  to  retrieve  a magic  stone  that  will  free  his 
beloved  Delamra  fro  the  evil  power  of  Lyco  (Christopher  Lee)  Bava  at 
his  most  inventive  and  imaginative,  the  special  effects  are  astounding 
Also  stars  Reg  Park  In  Color,  scope  35mm  83  mins  1961 

J SAT  LATE  SHOW  ONLY  at  11:45 


Sunday: 

BLOOD  AND  BLACK  LACE 

Models  at  a swank  fashion  salon  are  mysteriously  murdered  one  by 
one  by  a suspected  sex  maniac.  Bava  at  his  most  brutal  and  brutally 
beautiful,  with  color  used  a Modern  Expressionism  Stars  Cameron 
Mitchell  and  Eva  Bartok  In  Color  16mm.  88  mins  1964 

J SUN  at  1:00  & 8:00 


J Fri  • April  23  — Wed  • May  5 
BLACK  TO  THE  PROMISED 
LAND 


A HA  TCHET  FOR  THE  HONEYMOON 

A designer  of  bridal  gowns  is  also  a schizophrenic  who  must  murder 
brides  to-be  to  recall  a crippling  primal  trauma  involving  his  mother 
Stars  Stephen  Forsyth.  Laura  Betti  and  Dagmar  Lassander  In  Color 
35mm  93  mins  1969 

J SUN  at  2:45  & 6:15 


This  astonishing  new  feature  length  documentary  is  the  story  of 
eleven  Black  American  teenagers  who  with  their  Jewish  teacher 
travel  from  their  homes  in  the  Bedford-Stuyvesant  section  of  Brooklyn 
to  Israel  where  they  spend  several  months  living  and  working  as 
members  ot  a kibbutz  The  teenagers  are  students  at  the  Bedford 
Stuyvesant  Street  Academy  a public  alternative  high  school  for 
problem  children  in  one  ot  New  York  City  s toughest  and  poorest 
neighborhoods  The  film  offers  a vivid  and  intimate  portrait  of  the  teens 
at  home  and  at  school  m Brooklyn  before  their  departure  In  Israel,  we 
witness  the  fascinating  and  amusing  untoidmg  of  their  Israeli  experi- 
ence as  they  confront  a culture  a people  a language  and  a way  of  life 
completely  alien  to  anything  they  have  ever  known  Back  in  Brooklyn 
several  months  after  their  return  the  film  examines  the  effects  of  this 
unusual  experiment  in  alternative  education  as  the  kids  attempt  to 
resume  life  m the  inner  city  WINNER  Audience  Favorite  at  the  1992 
San  Francisco  International  Film  Festival  Directed  by  Madeline  All 
Music  by  Brantord  Masrsalis  In  Color  16mm  96  mms  1992  USA 
J U S THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 

J NIGHTLY  at  6:00,  8:00  & 10:00:  additional  Sat.  Sun.  Wed 
mats  at  2:00  & 4:00 


□ Fri -April  16 
Robert  Mitchum! 

PURSUED 

One  of  the  great  noir  Westerns,  a brooding,  suspenseful  epic  of 
revenge  and  redemption  replete  with  equal  doses  of  Freudian  psychol- 
ogy and  stark,  dynamic  compositions  With  Robert  Mitchum.  Teresa 
Wright.  Dean  Jagger.  Judith  Anderson  Directed  by  Raoul  Walsh 
B&W  35mm  101  mms  1947  USA 
_l  FRIDAY  AT  8:00 

THUNDER  ROAD 

An  intrepid  moonshiner  battles  the  Feds  and  the  Mob  in  one  ot  the  50s 
most  durable  cult  favorites  A dnve-m  classic'  With  Robert  Mitchum. 
Gene  Barry,  Keely  Smith,  Jim  Mitchum  Directed  by  Arthur  Ripley 
B&W  35mm  92  mms  1958  USA 

J FRIDAY  at  6:15  & 9:50 


Bava  invented  the  ‘ giallo"  genre  with  this  Hitchcockian  thriller  of  a 
young  American  visiting  Rome  who  is  innocently  caught  up  in  a wave 
of  serial  murders  (the  Italian  title  translates  as  The  Girl  Who  Knew  Too 
Much")  Stars  Leticia  Roman.  John  Saxon  and  Valentina  Corlese 
B&W  35mm  92  mms.  1962 
J SUN  at  4:30  & 9:45 


BEYOND  THE  DOOR,  PART  2 

Bava's  final  feature  film  is  a superbly  crafted  tale  of  Oedipal  trauma  that 
belies  the  atrocious  title  given  by  its  American  distnbutor  A mother  is 
terrorized  by  her  youpg  son  who  seems  to  be  possessed  by  the  spirit 
of  her  dead  first  husband  Stars  Dana  Nicolodi  and  John  Steiner  In 
Color  35mm  92  mms  1977 

J SUN  LATE  SHOW  ONLY  at  1 1 30  


HOLLYWOOD 


A FILM  BY 

Tiana  Thi  Thanh  Nga 


Fri  • April  2 — Thur  • April  8 

NIGHTLY  at  6 IS.  8 00  4 9 45 
Sal.  Sun.  Wad  mala  al  2 30  * 4 45 
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by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 


THE  OLDEST  PROFESSIONS 


There  is  talk  recently  in  the  Mission  of 
decriminalizing  prostitution  in  San  Francisco. 
The  mayor  is  reticent  but  surprisingly  some 
neighborhood  groups  are  open  to  the  idea. 
The  police  may  miss  having  the  opportunity 
of  busting  prostitutes  but  there's  still  plenty 
of  vice  for  the  squad.  Those  who  object  fear 
that  our  streets  will  become  jammed  with 
working  girls  wearing  short  skirts  and  high 
heels.  I am  sure  they  mean  only  the  sex 
workers  not  the  office  workers.  The  worry  is 
probably  unfounded  since  the  whole  state  of 
Nevada  has  legalized  prostitution  which 
hasn't  produced  a mass  migration  to  the 
desert  from  elsewhere.  There  are  still 
prostitutes  in  every  major  city  in  the  country. 

It  is  said  that  prostitution  is  the  oldest 
profession  in  the  world.  Of  course  that's  a 
reflection  of  patriarchal  obsession.  In  fact, 
prostitution  is  a devolution  of  one  of  the  three 
oldest  woman  professions:  witch,  midwife 
and  whore.  All  three  have  suffered  with  the 
rule  of  patriarchy:  witches  have  been 
subjected  to  and  sometimes  taken  on  the 
sado-masochistic,  satanic  fantasies;  midwives 
have  been  defamed  and  subjugated  by 
doctrinal  dictums;  and  prostitutes  have  been 
relegated  to  paid  servitude. 

Originally  witches  were  the  healers, 
alchemists,  shamans  who  brought  wisdom, 
healing,  and  magic  to  a struggling  humanity. 
Midwives  were  those  who  participated  in  an 
honored  craft  of  assisting  the  birth  of  new 
life.  Whores  originally  were  temple  vestal 
virgins  who  participated  in  the  sacred  deep 
mystery  of  sexuality  and  child  creation. 
These  sacred  rituals  have  been  vulgarized  by 
evangelists  and  Operation  Rescue.  They 
preach  that  anything  that  a woman  does  is  for 
the  satisfaction  of  dogma,  not  the 
illumination  of  a mystery  or  a miracle. 
Unfortunately  it  is  not  just  the  fanatics  who 
denigrate  women. 

Of  the  three  professions  or  crafts, 
prostitution  is  the  one  least  hidden.  Anyone 
can  go  to  the  Tenderloin,  Capp  Street,  or 
Downtown  and  be  able  to  pick  out,  at  least  a 
certain  kind  of  prostitute.  As  a result  of  this 
overtness,  it  is  the  only  one  most  persistently 
subjected  to  harassment,  despisement  and 
persecution  (the  caricatures  of  witches  at 
Halloween  is  duly  noted).  Perhaps  we  cannot 
stand  a group  of  women  who  actually  make 
money  by  charging  for  what  many  consider 
to  be  their  privilege,  e.g.  fucking  women. 
Perhaps  we  cannot  permit  women  to  be  so 
uppity  and  visible. 

At  least  decriminalizing  (I  prefer 
legalizing)  prostitution  may  help  to  liberate  a 
whole  class  of  women.  The  way  things  are 
now,  when  a prostitute  is  raped,  beaten  or 
abused  — she  has  no  recourse  before  the  law. 
This  is  yet  another  example  of  the  apparent 
failures  of  legal  logic.  If  a whore  were  a TV 
and  was  taken  without  permission,  it  would 


be  robbery;  if  she  were  a window  and 
broken,  it  would  be  vandalism.  Because  she 
is  not  just  a woman  but  a whore,  when  she  is 
beaten  or  raped,  she  gets  the  feminine  double 
standard  doubled. 

It  is  unlikely  that  our  streets  would  be 
overrun  by  prostitutes.  These  are  after  all 
business  women  and  have  concerns  like 
location,  market,  consumer  demand.  They  are 
not  going  to  work  where  there  is  no  work.  It 
has  always  irritated  me  that  another  apparent 
exception  in  this  scenario  is  the  emphasis  on 
busting  the  prostitute  not  the  john.  It  is  also 
one  of  those  "crimes"  that  the  police  get  to 
use  to  pad  their  dismal  crime  fighting 
statistics:  oh  we  made  1,000  prostitute  busts 
last  year  (not  noting  that  each  woman  got 
cited  100  times  or  that  their  double  entendre 
is  intentional). 

I would  like  to  see  a world  where 
prostitutes  can  earn  a decent  living,  will  earn 
benefits,  will  have  recourse  before  the  law  in 
cases  of  labor  dispute  and  assault,  have 
access  to  adequate  health  care.  Now  that's  my 
opinion;  people  like  Terence  Hallinan  and 
neighborhood  organizers  have  their  opinions 
about  how  to  make  changes  in  the  status  of 
prostitutes.  But  before  any  of  us  mount  the 
white  horse  and  charge  off  into  political 
correctness  and  radical  reform,  we  ought  to 
ask  the  working  girls  themselves  what  it  is 
they  want. 

The  status  of  women  cannot  be  lifted  until 
these  oldest  of  profession  are  raised  from  the 
social  dung  heap  of  stigma  and  abuse. 
Mothers  will  not  be  respected  until  the 
descendants  of  the  vestal  virgins  are  returned 
to  their  proper  status.  A woman's  sexuality  is 
her  preference;  a woman’s  body  is  her  own; 
these  are  choices  that  belong  to  her  alone. 
Prostitutes  may  be  whores;  they  are  also  our 
sisters.  Their  fate  and  ours  are  intertwined. 
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Chinese  food,  seafood,  grill, 
sandwiches,  salads  & espresso. 


3296  22nd/Valencia 
SF  824-8080 

Open  7 days  a week 
Mon8am-3pm  Tue-Fn 8 am-11  pm 
Sot-Suh  9 am-11  pm 

Breakfast  Lunch  & O' Wr 


THE 

ACUPUNCTURE 

FILE 

TECHNOLOGY 
COMBATS 
PAIN  AND  STRESS 


FREEDOM  FROM  PAIN 

F or  those  folks  who  are  shy  of 
acupuncture,  take  heart.  Your  pain  can  be 
relieved  and  the  quality  of  your  life  improved 
by  sophisticated  bioelectric  therapy  devices 
which  are  safe  , effective  and  easy  to  use. 

For  the  past  three  years  I have  used 
"micro-stimulation"  devices  such  as  the 
M.E.N.S.  (micro-electric-neural  stimulation) 
machine  and  the  Alpha-Stim.  I use  these 
devices  to  treat  patients  who  are  needle  shy, 
and  I find  them  very  effective.  I began  using 
"micro-stim"  to  treat  people  who  had  low 
back  pain,  whiplash,  and  strains  or  sprains. 
Usually  their  injuries  were  due  to  work  or 
auto  accidents.  Often  these  patients  had 
multiple  injuries.  I found  that  the  micro-stim 
devices  worked  effectively  for  even  the  most 
difficult  cases. 

THE  TECHNOLOGY 

"Alpha-Stim"  products  have  been  used  by 
over  2 million  people  since  1981.  The  vast 
majority  have  had  successful  treatment  of 
pain,  anxiety,  depression  and  insomnia. 
(Take  note:  this  device  does  more  than  treat 
pain!).  No  significant  side  effects  have  been 
reported. 

The  Chinese  contend  that  the  electricity  in 
our  bodies  is  more  important  than,  and 
actually  controls,  our  biochemistry.  All  the 
cells  in  the  body  have  an  electrical  charge 
across  their  membrane,  like  little  batteries; 
and  each  and  every  atom  that  makes  up  our 
molecules  are  electrical  units.  Alpha-Stim 
therapy  incorporates  this  knowledge,  using  a 
complex  biphasic  DC  modified  square 
waveform,  with  random  factors  included  to 
avoid  habituation  by  the  nervous  system. 

2,000,000  PEOPLE  USE  MICRO- 
STIMULATION 

The  Alpha-Stim  uses  one-thousandth  of 
the  current  of  the  traditional  TEN  units.  This 
makes  it  more  effective  because  its  current  is 


closer  to  naturally  occurring  bioelectricity.  In 
other  words,  it  is  more  gentle,  like  a massage. 

Alpha-Stim  is  the  subject  of  many  research 
studies  ranging  from  back  pain  to  migraine 
headaches,  anxiety  control  and  periodontal 
pain.  It  has  consistently  proven  effective 
when  everything  from  aspirin  to  morphine 
has  failed  to  provide  relief.  The  effectiveness 
of  repeated  applications  of  the  Alpha-Stim 
increases  over  time.  This  cumulative  effect 
means  that  it  can  be  used  less  often  after  the 
first  few  twenty  minute  sessions. 

THE  RICH  AND  FAMOUS 

MENS  therapy  has  been  widely  used  by 
professional  athletes  such  as  Magic  Johnson, 
Jackie  Joyner-Kersee  (named  the  World's 
Greatest  Female  Athlete  in  1987),  the  U.S. 
Women's  Olympic  Track  and  Field  Team, 
Olympic  champions  from  Europe,  and 
Africa,  etc.,  etc. 

ANXIETY  AND  INSOMNIA 
TREATMENTS 

The  Alpha-Stim  comes  with  a special 
attachment  which  clips  onto  the  ear  lobes  and 
is  use  to  send  current  through  the  brainstem. 
This  therapy  is  indicated  for  treatment  of 
anxiety,  depression  and  insomnia.  Unlike 
drugs,  the  user  remains  alert  while  a state  of 
deep  relaxation  is  induced.  Psychologists  call 
this  an  "alpha  state."  People  usually  report 
feeling  "lighter,"  while  thinking  is  clearer  and 
more  creative. 

If  you  have  acute  or  chronic  pain,  anxiety 
or  insomnia,  you  might  want  to  give  "micro- 
stim"  a try.  It  is  easy  to  use  and  virtually 
painless.  Call  Sally  McMullen,  L.Ac., 
N.D.B.O.A.,  for  more  information:  (415) 
550-7732. 


ROMERO’S 

STEAM  CLEANING 

RAUL  AND  OFELIA  ROMERO 

2840  - A FOLSOM  ST. 
©415-641-7816 


STOVE  ROODS  • EXTRACTORS  • DUCTS  • CONCRETE  * GARAGES 
KJTCIIEN  REPAIRS:  STOVES,  OVENS,  GAS-STEAM  TABLES  SALAMANDERS 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

\ by  Robert  Leaver 

TRINIDAD,  CUBA  AND  PERU 


(Carnival  time  has  just  passed  by  in  the 
Caribbean.  In  Trinidad,  Carnival  involves 
everyone  and  Soca  is  the  music  you  "wine" 
to.  Every  year  there  seems  to  be  endless 
controversy  in  the  Calypso  monarch 
competition.  This  year  was  no  exception  as 
Chalkdust,  who  began  his  calypso  career 
twenty-five  years  ago  was  crowned  this 
year's  monarch. 

His  "Visions"  album  contains  the  song 
'Kaiso  in  the  Hospital’  in  which  he  laments 
the  popularity  of  rap  and  reggae  dancehall  at 
the  expense  of  Calypso.  In  'Caribbean 
Parkway'  he  talks  about  the  Trini  community 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  A teacher, 
Chalkdust  is  working  on  his  doctoral 
dissertation,  "The  Carnival  Traditions  in 
Trinidad  and  Tobago:  Rituals  of  Power  and 
rebellion,"  at  the  University  of  Michigan. 

Arguably  the  most  popular  Soca  singer  of 
recent  years,  Superblue  was  winner  of  the 
"People's  Choice  Award"  --  the  road  march  - 
for  the  third  straight  year.  His  more  raucous 
and  racy  "jab  and  wine"  style  is  frowned  on 
by  older  traditionalists.  His  1993  release, 
"Bacchanal  Titjie,"  produced  by  Eddy  Grant 
and  released  on  his  new  label,  Ice  Records, 


features  a well-grounded  bass  and  solid 
drums,  a large  chorus  of  singers,  real  horns 
and  a touch  of  funk,  soul,  and  reggae. 

In  the  song  'Bacchanal  Time,'  Superblue 
aroused  controversy  by  singing  "Express 
yourself.. .wine,  express  yourself.. .make 
love."  He  does,  however,  have  a political 
aspect,  such  as  in  the  medley  "Nature's 
Plan/Singer  Man  Warrior,"  where  he  sings 
about  the  oppression  in  South  Africa  and 
Somalia  and  incorporates  a chorus  of  Bob 
Marley's  'One  Love'  and  some  gospel  music 
at  the  end;  the  women  sing  in  chorus,  "Singer 
man,  sing  me  a song  to  free  my  soul."  Amen! 

Canadian  musician  Jane  Bunnett  has 
released  a truly  magical  recording  entitled 
"Spirits  of  Havana."  Her  vision  of  a truly 
spirited  Latin-jazz  fusion  is  accomplished 
with  the  help  of  a whole  host  of  famous 
Cuban  musicians,  including  Merceditas 
Valdes,  the  late  Guillermo  Barreto,  Grupo 
Yoruba  Andabo,  and  Gonzalo  Rubalcaba. 
This  high  quality  recording  was  made  in 
Cuba  over  the  course  of  a week  in  1991  and 
released  in  1992  in  Canada. 

Ms.  Bunnett,  who  plays  soprano  sax  and 
flute,  has  performed  with  jazz  masters  such 
as  Don  Pullen  and  Charlie  Haden,  and  had 
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RAINBOW  THEATRE  DIAL-A-MOM  Argentine  Satire  April  8-18 
REPERTORIO  ESPAftOL  BOTANICA  . April  22*25  j 

CHILDREN'S  STGE/TEATRO  PARA  NINOS/2PM 
' - ' ============ 

SAN  FRAN  MIME  TRPE  April  3 & 4 JACK  TAKES  IT  BACK 
MASCARITAS  PUPPETS  April  10  A 1 1 SELFISH  GIANT 

WORLD  DANCE  AND  MUSIC  SERIES 

INKUYO  ~ April  3 MACHETE  ENSEMBLE  - May  1 


Photography 

Fiestas  de  Quinceanera.  Other  Occasions. 
Family  Portraits.  Couples.  Children. 

WEDDINGS 

George  Azar  510/849-9119 

Joe  Hakim  415/285-4849 

I* COMPOSTING:  It's  Recycling, Naturally!  1 

* Get  a Bargain  Compost  Bin  for  $35.00  (Retails  for  $99.00) 

T 

J Compost  kitchen  scraps  and  yard  trimmings 
J into  a rich  soil  amendment  for  your  plants! 


FP66  Hands-on  Composting  Workshops  by  SLUG  (SF  League  ot  Urban  Gardeners) 


played  in  Salsa  bands  in  Toronto.  The  first 
cut,  ’Hymn,'  features  Jane  playing  a lingering 
flute  with  traditional  Afro-Cuban  drumming 
and  percussion.  The  second  song  starts  with 
piano,  then  Merceditas  Valdes  singing  in 
Yoruba  to  Afro-Cuban  percussion,  and 
gradually  the  jazz  bass  and  horns  enter. 
Similarly,  'Yemaya'  and  'G.M.S.'  mix  jazz 
into  sacred  chants  and  drumming. 

My  favorite  song  is  'Yo  Siempre  Oddara' 
(Forever  Strong  and  Happy)  which  was 
written  for  Jane  by  Guillermo  Barreto;  it 
starts  with  her  on  soprano  sax  and  goes  into  a 
beautiful  "muntono"  where  she  plays  flute 
accompanied  by  Hilarion  Duran  on  piano. 
Trumpeter  Larry  Cramer's  composition  'La 
Luna  Arriba'  is  simply  astonishing  Afro- 

— , 

HELP  US  CELEBRATE 
joint  lO  ANNIVERSARY 
AT  MIKE'S  LIQUORS 

With 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNTS 

THRU  ALL  OF  APRIL 
STOP  BY  AND  SAY 
HELLO  FOR  DETAILS 


SFItt'INli  VOll  AT  ill**  AND  MISSION 


Cuban  jazz.  Check  out  the  way  they  rumba  , 
Monk  with  Gonzalo  Rubalcaba  playing  piano 
on  ’Epistrophy.’  The  C.D.  ends  appropriately 
with  a descarga  (jam)  'Spirits  of  Havana.'  As 
Jane  Bunnett  says,  "[This  music  knows]. ..no 
barriers.. .everything  fit  in,  it  felt  so  right,  it 
was  so  magical."  Indeed! 

Also  of  note,  for  those  interested  in  Latin 
music  and  the  African  diaspora  is  a collection 
on  C.D.  called  "Peru  --  Musica  Negra." 
Instrumentation  includes  guitar  — some  real 
virtuoso  playing  - and  percussion  played  on 
boxes,  donkey's  jaw  and  with  handclaps.  As 
one  musician  said,  "We  have  a few  beers,  we 
talk  it  up,  and  when  we  feel  good,  we  take 
out  the  instruments."  Listen! 


HAVE  YOU  LOST 
A SPOUSE  IN 
THE  LAST  SIX 
MONTHS? 


University  of  California  researchers 
seek  subjects  aged  21-55  who 
have  sustained  the  death  of  a 
spouse  between  two  and  six 
months  ago. 

This  study  is  not  appropriate  for 
persons  who  have  current  prob- 
lems with  drugs,  alcohol  or  binge- 
eating, or  who  suffer  from  serious 
mental  disorders  that  have  required 
hospitalization. 

Reimbursement  is  provided. 

Call  Jilllan  Tallmer 
at 

476-7608 

Langley  Porter  Psychiatric  Institute 
Study  directed  by  Mardl  J.  Horowttz.  M.D. 


r 


Good  Vibrations 


BOOKS  AND  TOYS  FOR  GROWN  UPS 

We  carry  the  these  Spanish-language  books  on 
sexuality  for  women,  parents  and  kids: 

Hablemos  Acerca  del  s-e-x-o 
Periodo 

El  lenguaje  de  la  sexualidad  para  la  mujer 

As  well  as  our  fascinating  collection  of  sexual  self-help 
and  erotic  books,  videos  and  toys. 

1210  Valencia  (between  2 3rd  and  24th  Streets) 

Open  every  day  1 1 a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  550-0827 


Where:  Garden  for  the  Environment  (Sunset  District,  7th  & Lawton) 

Cost:  Free 

Time:  Saturday  10  am  to  12  noon.  (*  Sunday  2 - 4 pm) 


Apr  10  Basic  Apr  24  Basic  May  2* 

May  22  Worm  Jun  12  Basic  Jun  26 

NEW!  Become  a community  Compost  Trainer. 
Get  trained  by  SLUG.  Teach  others. 
Application  deadline:  April  15 


the  SLUG  Compost  Rotline-285-7585 

Sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco  Recycling  Program 


Basic 

Basic 


2172  Mission  St. 

(between  17th  & 18th  St.) 
San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
Tel.  863-3700 


MING'S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 


OPEN  HOURS:  11:00  am.  - 8:30  pm.  Closed  Sunday 


FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 
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NOW  OFFERING: 


HOURLY  RENTALS 

IBM  Computers /Typewriters 


EXTENDED  SERVICE  HOURS 

a;aa»iamtg88aa8S8saaaKa8SKas8sag8s^^ 

Now  from  9:30  - 6:00 


COMPUTER  SALES  & TRAINING 


We  also  continue  to  provide  our  customary 
professional,  fast  and  affordable  services: 


. SECRETARIAL 
. WORD  PROCESSING 
. RESUMES 

. TAPE  TRANSCRIPTIONS 
. TRANSLATIONS 
■ DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 
. TYPESETTING 
. FAX 

. NOTARY  PUBLIC 


OFFICE  HOURS: 
Monday  - Friday 
8 AM  - 6 PM 

Saturday 
10:30  - 2:30  pm 
Call  for  emergencies  ! 


OFFICE  SUPPORT  SERVICES 

3362  - 24th  Street  • S.F.  CA  94110 
(415)  824-4418  • FAX  285-5731 
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Thursday,  April  1 

Feat*  of  Finnish  Feet  -•  "Kalevala  Runo 
XV"  A dance  based  multimedia 
interpretation  of  a Finnish  legend. 
Dancing  by  director/choreagrapher  Anah- 
K and  Peter  Overton.  Barbara  Imhoff, 
harpist.  Patti  Clemens,  singer.  Dancers 
Group/Footwork,  3221  22nd  Street.  8:30 
PM.  $10.00.  Thru  April,  10.  Call  824- 
5044  for  more  information. 

Art  by  Accident  --  A multimedia 
artshow.  Casanova,  527  Valenlca  Street. 
Doors  open  @ 9:00  PM,  shows  @ 10:00 
PM.  863-9328. 

Friday,  April  2 

How  Nice  To  See  You  Alive  --  A mix  of 
fiction  and  documentary  film  making  tells 
the  story  of  8 women  Imprisoned  and 
tortured  by  Brazil’s  military  dictatorship 
between  the  1 960's  and  the  early  1 980's. 
Also,  Contact  and  Contract,  an 
expressionistic  video  about  urban 
displacement.  Teatro  Mision,  2968 
Mission  Street  (at  25th).  $5.00 
general/$4.00  students,  seniors  and 
members.  553-8135. 

The  Mission  Isn't  So  Scary  - 

Undaunted  live  music  by  Golden  Rods, 
with  special  guests,  Up  Baloon  Up. 
Casanova,  527  Valencia  Street.  Doors 
open  @ 9:00  PM,  shows  @ 10:00  PM. 
$5.00.  863-9328. 

Saturday,  April  3 

April  Foolery  - Videos  by  Chris  Gore, 
Scott  Stark  and  Stacy  Burke  dealing  with 
pranks,  sabotage  and  other  stupid 
human  tricks.  Artists  Television  Access, 
992  Valencia  Street.  7:30  PM.  $5.00.  Call 
824-3890  for  Info. 

Sunday,  April  4 

Marx  Slater  -•  Feminist  writer  and 
theoretician  Nellie  Wong  lectures  on 
Marxism  as  common  sense  thinking  of 
the  21st  century.  Part  of  the  six  week 
Logic  of  Marxism  series.  Valencia  Hall, 
523-A  Valencia  Street.  11:00  AM- 
1:00PM.  $4.00/$2.00  low  income.  Call 
864-1278  for  more  Information. 


Monday,  April  5 

Pen  I*  Mightier  than...  - Erotic  writing 
workshop  with  Carol  Queen,  chronicler  of 
underrepresented  sexualities.  Good 
Vibraations,  1210  Valencia  Street.  8:00- 
10:00  PM.  $30.00.  For  pre-registration 
call  974-8980.  Also,  April  18. 

Tuesday,  April  6 

Yo-Ho-Ho  and  Smash  the  State  -- 

Pirate  radio  and  the  new  world  order. 
Two  .videos  by  Paper  Tiger  TV  on  pirate 
radio  in  the  U.S.,  Ireland  and  Japan. 
Plus,  a live  demo  of  a working  low  power 
mini-FM  transmitter.  New  College,  777 
Valencia  Street.  7:30  PM.  $5.00  donation 
to  benefit  Paper  Tiger  TV. 

"Who  Is  Kevin  Killian?”  - Kevin  Killian 
explains  who  he  is  and  his  philosophy. 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia 
Street.  8:00  PM.  $4.00  general/$2.00 
members.  626-ARTS. 

Wednesday,  April  7 

The  Demolition  and  Reconstruction  of 
Bernal  Dwellings  Housing  Project  -- 

Will  be  discussed  at  a meeting  hosted  by 
Inner  Mission  Neighbors  with 
representatives  of  the  SF  Housing 
Authority.  Horace  Mann  School 
Auditorium,  Bartlett  and  23rd  Street.  7:00 
PM.  Free. 


Thursday,  April  8 

Hard-boiled  Hunters  - Egg  dying  and 
tresure  hunt.  Dye  and  some  eggs 
provided  (bring  hard-boiled  eggs  if  you 
can).  Mission  Library,  3359  24th  Street. 
3:30  PM.  Groups  should  make 
resercatlons.  3 years  and  older.  Free. 

Saturday,  April  10 

Children  of  Brazil  Festival  - An  all  day 
indoor  fair  to  benefit  Bazil’s  National 
Movement  of  Street  Children.  Activities 
for  adults  and  children,  Including  music, 
videos  and  speakers.  Childcare  for  kids 
3-10.  San  Francisco  Women's  Building, 
3543  18th  Street.  12:30-7:00  PM.  $5.00- 
$8.00  Adults/$1 .00  Kids.  Call  665-0471 
for  more  information. 

Sunday,  April  11 

That  Old  Time  Materialism  - Feminist 
writer  and  theoretician  Nellie  Wong 
lectures  on  the  analytical  method  of 
Marxism.  Part  of  a 6 week  series. 
Valencia  Hall,  523-A  Valencia  Street. 
11:00  AM-1 :00  PM.  $4.00/  $2.00  low 
income.  Call  864-1278  for  more 
information. 

Monday,  April  12 

"The  Home  Girl  and  Shayne  Maldele"  - 

- Poetry  reading  by  black  feminist  writer 
Denise  Harvey  and  Jewish  lesbian 
activist  Karen  Ehrlichman.  Old  Wives 
Tales  Bookstore,  1009  Valencia  Street. 
8:00  PM.  $3.00-$10.00,  benefit  for  Old 
Wives  Tales  cultural  events.  821-4676. 

Breakthrough  - The  Political  Journal  of 
the  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee 
celebrates  its  special  gay  and  lesbian 
issue.  Poetry  and  refreshments.  Modern 
Times  Books,  888  Valencia  Street.  7:30 
PM.  Free. 

mlnl-TASK  FORCE  - The  16th  & 
Mission  Community  Public  Safety 
meeting.  Marshall  Elementary  School  at 
15th  & Capp  Streets.  10  AM.  Call  864- 
5205  for  more  Info. 

Tuesday,  April  13 

What’a  left  of  the  City?  - Richard 
DeLeon  discusses  his  new  book  "Left 
Coast  City,”  which,  believe  it  or  not, 
provides  an  analysis  of  prgressive 
politics  In  San  Francisco  between  1975 
and  1991  that  puts  the  lunacy  of  that 
decade  and  a half  In  an  intelligible 
framework.  New  College  of  California, 
777  Valencia  Street.  7:30-9:30  PM. 
$5.00-$10.00.  Call  255-2940  for  more 
Information. 

Wednesday,  April  14 

Novel  Treatment  of  Allende  - Chilean 
poet  and  author  Fernando  Alegria  will  be 
honored  at  a book  signing  party  and 
reception  for  his  novelized  biography  of 
former  Chilean  president  Salvador 
Allende.  Mission  Culture  Center,  2868 
Mission  Street.  7:00-10:00  PM.  Call  821- 
1 1 55  for  Information^ 

"Activist  * Almanac"  - David  Walls 
discusses  his  new  book  that  profiles  105 
leading  national  groups  In  the 
environmental,  peace  and  human  rights 
movements.  Modern  Times  Books,  888 
Valencia  Street.  7:30  PM.  Free. 

Thursday,  April  15 

Dog  Bites  I.R.S.  Man  - Upsurge  with 
Raymond  Nat  Turner  presents  "No 
Justice,  No  Peace."  King  Verdict 

Annlversary/T ax  Day  Event  by  an  all  star 
teen  jazz  band  and  special  Invitee  and 
fellow  South  Central  homeboy,  poet 
Alejandro  Murgia.  Dog  Eared  Books, 
1173  Valencia.  8:00  PM.  $2.00.  641- 
8403. 
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It’ll  Grow  On  You  --  Pam  Pierce  gives  a 
slide  show  and  talk  on  home  gardening 
techniques  In  San  Francisco.  Old  Wives 
Tales,  1009  Valencia  Street.  8:00  PM. 
$3.00-$10.00,  benefits  Old  Wives  Tales 
cultural  events.  821*4676. 

Dolores  Perk  Soccer  --  A joint  meeting 
of  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Commission 
and  the  City  Planning  Commission  will 
consider  the  1993  Open  Space 
Acquisition  and  Renovation 
recommendations  that  include  plans  for  a 
childrens  soccer  field  In  Dolores  Park. 
City  Hall,  Room  282.  First  agenda  Item. 

Saturday,  April  17 

Scroungy  Multlculturallsm  --  The 
Children's  Multicultural  Museum  and 
Scroungers  Center  for  Reusable  Art 
Parts  (SCRAP)  present  an  artist 
workshop  entitled  "Folk  Art  for  Recycled 
Materials."  For  kids  5-13.  Sunshine  High 
School,  2730  Bryant,  2nd  Floor.  10:30 
AM-1 2:30  PM.  Call  905-9530  for  Info. 
Free. 

No  Song  Unsung  - Vocalist  Laurie 
Amat  performs  renaissance, 
improvisational,  classical  and  avante 
garde  pieces  and  with  accompaniest  Carl 
Kimball,  will  perform  music  by  Purcell, 
Faure,  Bizet,  Copeland  and  Sondheim, 
as  well  as  local  composers,  J.  Raoul 
Brady  and  O-Lan  Jones.  Ms.  Amat  has 
performed  with  the  Residents,  George 
Coates,  Performance  Works  and  recently 
completed  a recording  of  dinosaur  voices 
for  a Tokyo  theme  park.  Probably  one  of 
the  few  people  that  knows  all  the  words 
to  the  national  anthem.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia  Street.  10:30  PM.  $7.00.  641  - 
0235. 

Sunday,  April  18 

From  Understanding  Reality  to 
Changing  Society  --  Nellie  Wong’s 
continuing  lecture  series  of  the  Logic  of 
Marxism.  Valencia  Halil,  523-A  Valencia 
Street.  11:00  AM-1 :00PM.  $4.00/$2.00 
low  income.  Call  864-1278  for  more 
Information. 

Monday,  April  19 

Jerks  for  Jordan  --  Monthly  meeting  of 
those  permanently  unclear  on  the 
concept.  Cafe  Picaro,  3120  16th  Street. 
6:00  PM.  Ask  for  Mario. 

Tuesday,  April  20 

Yuppie  Smut  to  P.C.  Aardvarklng  - 

Susie  Bright  hosts  a special  preview  of 
Good  Vibrations  new  spring  line  of  of 
quality  porn.  Predictions  of  porn  to  come 
follows  show.  Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th 
Street.  7:00  PM  and  9:15  PM.  $10.00. 

Wednesday,  April  21 

Cyperspace  Explorers  - How  computer 
networks,  conferencing  systems  and 
bulletin  boards  are  Influencing  creative 
writing  with  Will  Kreth  of  Wired 
Magazine,  authors  Tom  Maddox,  Patrizia 
Dllucchlo  and  Bill  Knutson;  also, 
publisher  Jared  Pore.  Modern  Times 
Books,  888  Valencia  Street.  $3.00- 
$5.00,  sliding  scale.  For  more  Information 
call  282-9246. 

Thursday,  April  22 

Watanabe  Cornea  Home  --  June 
Watanabe  and  Company  returns  from  a 
national  tour  for  a multimedia  dance 
event  with  three  San  Francisco  premiere 
works.  Features  guest  choreographer 
Remy  Charlip.  Theatre  Artaud,  450 
Florida  Street  (at  17th).  8:00  PM.  $13  50- 
$15.50;  $2.00  discount  for  students, 
seniors  and  advance  tickets  purchases. 
621  -7797.  Rune  thru  April  25 


Friday,  April  23 

Black  to  the  Promlaed  LarftJ  -- 

Documentary  film  of  1 1 black  Bedford- 
Stuyvesant  teens  who  go  to  live  and 
work  on  an  Israeli  kibbutz.  Roxie 
Cinema,  31 1 7 1 6th  Street.  6:00,  8:00  and  • 
10:00PM.  863-1087.  Rune  thru  May  5. 


Saturday,  April  24 

Laurie  Amat  - See  April  17  listing  - "No 
Song..." 

Monday,  April  26 

Reawakenlnga  --  Introductory  lecture  on 
"9  Steps  to  Reawakening  your  Immune 
System,"  a nine  part  course  offered  by 
the  Immune  Power  Foundation  beginning 
in  May.  San  Franlcsco  Women's 
Building,  3543  18th  Street.  7:30  PM. 
Introductory  lecture  Is  free;  course  is 
$90.00.  841-4739. 

Tueaday,  April  27 

Short  Stuff  for  Short  Stuff  - Half-hour 
and  one  hour  films  for  preschoolers. 
Mission  Ubraary,  3359  24th  Street.  10:00 
AM,  11:00  AM,  and  2:00  PM.  Groups 
please  make  reservations.  Free. 

Police  Community  Relatlona  Meeting  - 

Open  forum  format  where  the  communtiy 
gets  a chance  to  tell  what  it's  like  to  be 
on  the  victim  side  of  crime.  Bay  View 
Federal  Bank,  5th  Floor,  2601  Mission 
Street.  6 P.M.  647-2767 

Wednesday,  April  28 

Leablan  and  Gay  Open  Readings  - All 

queer  poets  and  prosists  encouraged  to 
participate.  Modern  Times  Books,  888 
Valencia  Street.  7:30  PM.  Free.  282- 
9246. 

Thursday,  April  29 

DAVE!  --  David  Dellinger,  whose  social 
activsim  ranges  from  the  hobo  camps  of 
the  Great  Depression  to  his  historic  trial 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  Chicago  7 in 
the  60's,  talks  about  his  new  book,  David 
Dellinger:  From  Yale  to  Jail.  Modern 
Times  Books,  888  Valencia  Street.  7:30 
PM.  Free.  282-9246. 

Friday,  April  30 

y Tenemot  Sabor  (We’ve  Got  the 
Rhythm)  - Street  performers,  a prayer 
for  Marilyn  Monroe  and  a spiritualist 
posessed  by  Queen  Isabella  are  featured 
in  this  program  of  contemporary  Cuban 
documentary  shorts  about  women. 
Teatro  Mision,  2868  Mission  Street  (@ 
25th).  8:00  PM.  $5.00  general/$4.00 
students,  seniors  and  members.  553- 
8135. 

ONGOING 


Cry  Havoc  - Bedini  Theater  Project's 
drama  set  in  an  underground  emergency 
hospital  for  nurses  on  the  island  of 
Battan  following  the  infamous  1942 
Death  March.  Miz  Brown’s  Cabaret 
Theater,  2565  Mission  Street.  8:00  PM, 
Fridays  & Saturdays,  April  9 thru  May  1 . 
For  reservations  call  921  -2769. 

Baby/Toddler  Lapalt  - Stories,  songs 
and  rhymes  for  parents  & their  youngest 
kids.  Mission  Library,  3359  24th  Street. 
Saturdays,  12:00  noon.  Free. 

Quality  Cuentoa  - Stories,  songs  and 
rhymes  in  Spanish  for  younger  kids. 
Mission  Library,  3359'24th  Street. 
Saturdays,  12:00  noon.  Free. 


Laughing  Wild  -•  A play  about  the 
hialrlous  side  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
nuclear  waste,  AIDS,  harmonic 
convergence  and  homosexuality.  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  Street.  7:00  PM, 
Wednesdays  thru  Saturdays,  April  14  - 
May  23  $12.00  (bargain  previews  April 
14  & 15.  $8.00)  Call  861-5079  for  more 
info. 

The  Scott  Walker  Lounge  and 
Gregorian  Tank  Room  — Promises 
moody  melodies  and  esoteric 
atmosphere.  Wayne  Holden  of 
Manzanita  Books  found  It  to  be  "real 
fuckin’  strange!"  Zanzibar,  842  Valencia 
Street.  Mondays,  8:00  PM-2:00  AM. 
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FAGMAN 


He  stands  before  me,  and  he  holds  his 
body  in  the  same  defiant  manner  as  the  man 
who  stood  in  front  of  a long  line  of  tanks 
during  the  Chinese  uprising. 

...the  only  difference  with  him  is:  he  looks 
like  the  tanks  kept  on  coming:  kept  on 
rolling.  They  did  not  STOP.  He  looks  like 
every  tank  just  rolled  on  over  him.  He  is 
wearing  a T-shirt  that  has  the  words  FAGS 
CAN  FIGHT. 

He  starts  to  lace  up  a pair  of  roller  skates. 
He  has  that  look  in  his  eyes  that  he  is  about 
to  roller  skate  up  to  the  tanks  (that  may  or 
may  not  be)  parked  down  on  Mission  Street. 

"Fags  can  fight,"  he  tells  me.  "We  belong 
in  the  Army.  We  belong  in  the  battle  fields, 
and  in  the  shower  rooms.  We  can  shoot  with 
the  best  of  them.  And  when  the  enemy  bends 
over  to  pick  of  the  soap— we  should  be  there- 
there  to  please  and  to  protect!" 

When  Fag-man  talks  about  Tending  over 
to  pick  of  the  soap  in  the  enemies'  shower 
room'  I know-I  really  know.  I have  another 
it-happens-only-in-the-Mission-District 
article  . And  this  Fag-man  has  to  rank  right 
up  there  with  all  the  other  heroes  in  my  life: 
Superman/Spiderman  (you  get  the  idea?)! 

As  a reporter  there  are  always  people  who 
keep  asking  me  to  write  about  them.  Then 
too  there  are  those  rare  people  who  don't 


want  you  to  write  about  them— but!--you 
know  they  have  that  certain  SOMETHING 
that  has  to  be  written  about.  There  are  people 
who  come  into  your  life  and  become 
lifelong  friends.  And  there  are  people  who 
whiz  in  and  out  of  your  life  and  they  leave 
you  wondering  if  you'll  ever  see  them  again. 
I have  met  men  who  claimed  to  be 
Superman,  Spiderman-all  sorts  of  men.  But 
never  have  I ever  met  a man  who  called 
himself  the  FAG  MAN. 

I wanted  to  interview  FAG  MAN.  Ask  him 
many  questions  about  gay  life  in  the  Mission. 

He  hunches  his  body  into  a skater's  starting 
position,  as  if  he  is  about  to  zoom  off 
somewhere  down  the  street  And  he  does  just 
that.  He  rolls  away  from  me.  Rolls  down  the 
double  yellow  lines  in  the  center  of  Mission 
Street.  As  I watch  him  rolling  down  Mission 
Street  a passerby  asks  me: 

"Who  was  that?  Who  was  that  man?" 

1 answer:  "It  wasn't  Superman.  It  wasn't 
Spiderman.  It  is  FAG  MAN." 

"Fag  man?  Well,  Fag-man  better  be  more 
careful.  He  could  get  his  sweet  little  ass 
killed  skating  down  the  middle  of  Mission 
Street." 

I watch  Fag  Man  as  he  Zooms  between 
cars,  in  front  of  cars,  almost  rear-ending  cars, 
almost  leaping  over  cars  in  a single  bound.  It 
is  as  if  he  has  the  force  with  him.  It  is  as  if 


this  Fag  Man  is  fighting  ( or  trying  to  fight) 
what  some  call  the  'noble  fight.'  And  I know  I 
will  see  him  again  and  again 
and 
(yes) 


wearing  a FAGS  CAN  FIGHT  T-shirt,  can 
never  really  just  DIE)... because  for  every  one 
FAG-MAN  there  are  a million  more  men 
ready  and  able  to  take  his  place. 

And  yes: 


again. 

And  some  straight  M/F  in  tank-like  car 
(with  a tank-like  mentality)  might  just  think 
he  is  driving  a tank. ..and  they  just  might  roll 
on  over  Fag-man,  (or  try  to)  trying  to  hit  him, 
but  (I  know)  Fag-man's  spirit  can  never  die: 
(a  man  who  roller  skates  down  the  double 
yellow  lines  in  the  middle  of  Mission  Street, 


FAGS 

CAN 

Fight 

...you  better  believe  it.. 

AJ  Rose 

You  can  call  AJ  Rose  on  his  24  hour  hotline 
at  922-5854 


he  San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper 
Association  offers  you  the  opportunity  to 
target  the  market  of  your  choice. 

With  one  phone  call.  ' 


■ New  Bernal  Journal 
Marina  Times 
New  Fillmore 
New  Mission  News 
Sunset  Beacon 


• El  Tecolote 

• New  Bayview 

• North  Beach  NOW 

• Richmond  Review 

• Tenderloin  Times 


• West  of  Twin  Peaks  Observer 


185,000  COMBINED  CIRCULATION 


Call  Victor  Miller  at  (41 5)  695-8702  for  more  details. 
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THE  CRUELEST  MONTH* ********** 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 


I. 


. t's  April.  While  the  rest  of  you  are 
struggling  with  tax  forms,  I'm  ignoring  the 
whole  damn  thing  as  usual.  Hence  the 
moniker.  Don't  get  me  wrong;  I'm  not 
evading  taxes.  With  my  income,  I don't  owe 
any  taxes.  Still,  I'm  supposed  to  file,  but  I 
don't.  Why  not?  Is  this  my  form  of  protest 
against  Big  Brotherism?  Maybe.  Or  maybe  I 
just  can't  be  bothered.  I've  got  better  things  to 
do.  Like  drink  this  beer,  light  this  cigarette  . . 
. ahhhh,  that's  better.  And  with  my 
clairvoyant  Third  Eye  watering  from  the 
smoke  and  getting  bleary  from  the  beer,  I 
look  ahead  to  April  1994  and  see  that  I'll  be 
paying  more,  much  more,  than  my  fair  share 
of  taxes. 

I see  my  future  self  with  burlap  wrapped 
around  my  feet  in  lieu  of  shoes,  wearing 
Hefty  trash  bag  with  holes  cut  in  it  for  my 
arms  and  head  in  lieu  of  clothing,  shivering 
as  I limp  toward  the  comer  store.  I've  saved 
my  money  for  a month  - a canvas  mail  bag 
full  of  dimes,  nickels,  pennies  and  refundable 
cans  and  bottles,  which  I drag  behind  me. 
Periodically  I ward  off  would-be  thieves  by 
brandishing  a tire  iron.  Finally  I make  it  to 
the  store.  The  guy  behind  the  counter  has  a 
shotgun;  he  relaxes  when  he  sees  it's  only 


me. 

"The  usual?"  he  asks. 
"You  know  it." 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISI ' 

We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 
888  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 

(415)282-9246 


He  unlocks  the  cigarette  cage  and  gets  me 
a carton  of  generic  light  100's. 

"That'll  be  fifty  bucks." 

"And  a case  of  generic  beer,  please"  -- 
bringing  the  total  to  an  even  $100. 1 dump  the 
contents  of  the  mail  bag  into  a large  plastic 
garbage  can  he  keeps  behind  the  counter  for 
that  purpose.  He  knows  I've  counted  out  the 
correct  amount  beforehand. 

"See  you  next  month,  Frank?" 

"Unless  they  start  taxing  foot  odor,"  I tell 
him,  stuffing  the  beer  and  cigs  into  my  bag. 

On  my  way  out  I see  a hundred  other 
victims  of  the  Clinton  sin-tax  dragging-  their 
cans  and  pennies  behind  them,  converging  on 
the  store  to  do  their  monthly  shopping.  A lot 
of  them  are  on  fixed  incomes,  G.A.  or  S.S.I., 


FOOD  TO  GO 

Tacos-Burritos-Chile  Relleno 
Enchiladas-Came  Asada-Flautas 


TRY  OUR 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS, 
ROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK  BEAN 


699  Valencia  St.  (@  18th) 
552-4429 


Open  10  - 10  Daily 


and  since  their  payments  have  not  increased, 
they  too  are  forced  to  do  without  such 
nonessential  luxuries  as  food  and  clothing. 
All  of  them  are  armed  with  knives  or  cudgels 
to  defend  themselves;  street  crime  has 
increased  geometrically,  thanks  to  the  taxes. 
Only  the  strong  (and  the  rich,  who  don't 
come  down  this  street)  cam  continue  to  afford 
a $15  three-pack-a-day  habit, 

I see  one  old-timer,  a retired  factory 
worker  on  Social  Security,  now  homeless, 
scanning  the  sidewalk  for  butts,  not  having 
much  luck.  He'll  smoke  'em  if  he's  got  'em, 
even  though  he's  been  diagnosed  with  cancer. 
Since  the  doctors  have  declared  his  cancer 
inoperable  and  "hopeless,"  he  isn't  eligible 
for  any  sort  of  treatment  under  the  Clinton 
Health  Plan,  so  he  sees  no  point  in  quitting 
smoking,  knowing  he’ll  be  dead  soon 
anyway. 

I mention  this  to  a clean-living  individual  I 
meet  on  the  comer,  waiting  for  the  light  to 
change.  I can  tell  he's  clean-living  because 
he's  fat  as  a hog,  and  wearing  a gold  ring  on 
his  sausage-like  finger,  he  has  little  sympathy 
for  my  arguments  against  the  sin-taxes.  He 
says: 

"You  people  have  no  one  to  blame  but 
yourselves.  Us  decent,  sober,  smoke-free  folk 
are  tired  of  picking  up  the  tab  when  you  get 
sick."  A fine  one  to  talk,  with  his  undersized 
heart  straining  to  pump  blood  through  all  that 
blubber.  He  continues:  "You  should  think  of 
the  taxes  as  an  incentive  to  quit.  You  should 
get  down  on  your  knees  and  thank  the 
government . . 

Enough.  I introduce  him  to  my  tire  iron. 
After  stuffing  him  in  my  bag  I have  to  take  a 
rest,  smoke  a cigarette.  Ahhhh,  that's  better. 
Now  I'm  ready  for  the  long  haul  home  . . . 
dragging  the  sack  behind  me,  down  the  street 
and  bump  bump  bump  up  the  stairs.  In  the 
hall  1 see  one  of  my  neighbors  picking  little 
bits  of  tobacco  off  the  carpet.  Feeling 
generous,  I invite  him  to  my  digs  for  supper. 

"Thanks!"  he  says,  patting  his  sunken  bel- 
ly. "What  are  we  having?" 

"Pork  chops,"  I tell  him.  "Nice,  thick,  juicy 
pork  chops." 


FOR  THE  BUS  ON  THE 
CORNER  OF  Tbfh  I SAW 
AN  OLD,  OLD,  WOMAN 
UNCOMFORTABLY  STRETCHED 
OVER  ONE  OF  THOSE  T 00- 
•5MALL-T0- SLEEP ■ OH  - 
-CEMENT  BENCHES.  SHE 
WAS  BLEEDING  FROM  HER 
M OVTH  AND  BEING  ASSIS- 
TED  BY  TWO  MALE  NURSES. 


I LOOKED  ACROSS  THE  STREEtI 
JUST  IN  TIME  TO  MAKE  EYE  I 
CONTACT  WITH  A YOUNG  MAN  I 
IN  THE  PROCESS  OF  BREAKING) 
INTO  A BLUE  CAR  WITH  A ■ 
CHILD  SEAT  IN  THE  BACkI 


HE  THEN  WALKED  AWAY 
WITH  A LARGE  CHARMING 
MOTHER-LIKE  FELT  BAG. 
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